Korean War Military Postal
History Exhibit -- Synopsis

[Ed. Note: This Introduction shows a written notation from the author: "written around 2002".]

This exhibit of Korean War covers is the best showing of this material known worldwide. The United States is the FEATURED
country because they provided the most troops to aid South Korea. Examples from every country involved in the war are also
seen in this exhibit. | have had direct contact with collectors all over the world, many of whom have bought my Monograph
"Postal History of the Korean War" sold by the Korean Collectors Society. Many of these foreign collectors have wanted to buy
my collection because of the MANY unique and rare covers | am showing. [ed. his collection has been sold since the writing of
this exhibit introduction]

Some of the unique and rare examples shown would be the fine “Return to Sender” cover sent to South Korea just after the
invasion by the North Korean Army. Two covers from the time period (14 days) BEFORE the free airmail law, PL-609, was
established. Early military mail from 1950 into early 1951 when there were far fewer soldiers in Korea, including two covers from
soldiers involved in the battle around the Chosin Reservoir and their fight to Hungnam to board ships and escape. There is also
an Unlisted Crash cover and MANY scarce and rare cover examples in the section of other countries fighting under the United
Nations flag. The cover from a Luxembourg soldier is the ONLY reported example from that group of (44-48) soldiers. The covers
from North and South Korea, Communist China (PRC), and the NNRC and NNSC are scarce and are not easily found. (SEE
SUPPLEMENT)

The POW section is filled with SUPER cover examples in Excellent condition. REMEMBER, there is NO SUCH thing as a
COMMON POW cover from the Korean War. | go into great detail in my write ups since there is little information available and
some is iust plain Bogus. The intention is to help both the public, and the philatelic iudges, better understand what they are
looking at. Through MANY years of researching Korean War mail | discovered in a declassified, government document on POW
mail, the truth about how POW mail was handled. Prior to my discovery so called experts had stated POW mail was processed
in Panmunjom. The truth is incoming POW mail was processed in Yokohama, Japan, and taken to Panmunjom in sealed bags
marked with the POW Camp numbers. Outgoing POW mail went in the reverse order. | show SEVERAL one-of—a—kind POW
postal examples along with two “TURNCOAT” covers. The turncoats were several POWs (21) who chose to go to live in the
People's Republic of China instead of returning to the USA. after the conflict had ended.

Many collectors search for just the Hubba Hubba markings and related handstamps on Military mail. The competition is so great
the prices on many covers are well over a hundred dollars for scarcer examples. The competition makes my many one-of—a—
kind examples eagerly sought after. | ONLY show examples that were placed on the covers IN KOREA: Since | don't show any
from Japan where they were also used, | have narrowed the field, but still have a SUPER showing of these markings.

Another factor that makes this exhibit so unique is that the covers are all from people in, or involved with, the MILITARY IN
KOREA. The ship covers are all from a time period when the ship was actually on a combat mission in Korean waters. | do not
show covers from support people in Japan or any other close location. The only exception being the Air Force POWs who were
held in the People's Republic of China long after the war ended, tumcoats, and wounded soldiers at hospitals in Japan.

As one who has been collecting fairly advanced material (stamps and covers) for over 68 years, | have also exhibited for over 30
years at national shows winning a host of Gold medals, Reserve Grands, and a Grand award with my several exhibits. | can say
without a doubt, while this exhibit contains covers from the 1950s, the examples are FAR MORE SCARCE and MUCH HARDER
to find, than almost ALL the examples seen on exhibit from the 1700s through the 1900s! No matter how large your checkbook
is, it would be simply IMPOSSIBLE for anyone to duplicate the covers in this exhibit no matter how hard they look. Remember,

| have been looking for Korean War covers for over 36 years and am only able to find a new addition to this exhibit once every
year or two.
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This exhibit of Korean War covers is the best showing of this material known worldwide. The United
States is the FEATURED country because they provided the most troops to aid South Korea. Examples
from every country involved in the war are also seen in this exhibit. I have had direct contact with
collectors all over the world, many of whom have bought my Monograph “Postal History of the Korean
War” sold by the Korean Collectors Society. Many of these foreign collectors have wanted to buy my
collection because of the MANY unique and rare covers [ am showing.

Some of the unique and rare examples shown would be the fine “Return to Sender” cover sent to South
Korea just after the invasion by the North Korean Army. Two covers from the time period (14 days)
BEFORE the free airmail law, PL-609, was established. Early military mail from 1950 into early 1951
when there were far fewer soldiers in Korea, including two covers from soldiers involved in the battle
around the Chosin Reservoir and their fight to Hungnam to board ships and escape. There is also an
Unlisted Crash cover and MANY scarce and rare cover examples in the section of other countries
fighting under the United Nations flag. The cover from a Luxembourg soldier is the ONLY reported
example from that group of (44-48) soldiers. The covers from North and South Korea, Communist
China (PRC), and the NNRC and NNSC are scarce and are not easily found. (SEE SUPPLEMENT)

The POW section is filled with SUPER cover examples in Excellent condition. REMEMBER, there is
NO SUCH thing as a COMMON POW cover from the Korean War. [ go into great detail in my write
ups since there is little information available and some is just plain Bogus. The intention is to help both

the public, and the philatelic judges, better understand what they are looking at. Through MANY years
of researching Korean War mail I discovered in a declassified, government document on POW mail,

the truth about how POW mail was handled. Prior to my discovery so called experts had stated POW
mail was processed in Panmunjom. The truth is incoming POW mail was processed in Yokohama,
Japan, and taken to Panmunjom in sealed bags marked with the POW Camp numbers. Outgoing POW
mail went in the reverse order. I show SEVERAL one-of-a-kind POW postal examples along with two
“TURNCOAT” covers. The turncoats were several POWs (21) who chose to go to live in the People's
Republic of China instead of returning to the U.S.A. after the conflict had ended.

Many collectors search for just the Hubba Hubba markings and related handstamps on Military mail.
The competition is so great the prices on many covers are well over a hundred dollars for scarcer
examples. The competition makes my many one-of-a-kind examples eagerly sought after. I ONLY
show examples that were placed on the covers IN KOREA - Since I don't show any from Japan where
they were also used, I have narrowed the field, but still have a SUPER showing of these markings.

Another factor that makes this exhibit so unique is that the covers are all from people in, or involved
with, the MILITARY IN KOREA. The ship covers are all from a time period when the ship was
actually on a combat mission in Korean waters. I do not show covers from support people in Japan or
any other close location. The only exception being the Air Force POWs who were held in the People's
Republic of China long after the war ended, turncoats, and wounded soldiers at hospitals in Japan.

As one who has been collecting fairly advanced material (stamps and covers) for over 68 years, I have
also exhibited for over 30 years at national shows winning a host of Gold medals, Reserve Grands, and
a Grand award with my several exhibits. I can say without a doubt, while this exhibit contains covers
from the 1950s, the examples are FAR MORE SCARCE and MUCH HARDER to find, than almost
ALL the examples seen on exhibit from the 1700s through the 1900s! No matter how large your
checkbook is, it would be simply IMPOSSIBLE for anyone to duplicate the covers in this exhibit no
matter how hard they look. Remember, I have been looking for Korean War covers for over 36 years
and am only able to find a new addition to this exhibit once every year or two.
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Listing of some of the Rare and Unique covers with frame and page numbers

Return to Sender (Frame #1, page 3) - Nicest by far of the 3 such examples I have seen.

Postage Required, prior to PL-609 (Frame #1, pages 4 and 5) - Only two such covers I have found or
seen in over 36 years of searching. Very Rare due to the small number of US soldiers in Korea then.

Chosin Reservoir (Frame #1, page 15) - wounded marine taken aboard ship to escape. Taken to hospital
in Japan where Red Cross worker wrote letter for him.

Early Mail from Korea 1950 into 1951 (Frames #1 and #2) - Fewer soldiers in Korea in this time
period so mail much scarcer than mail sent in1952 to 1953.

Gabreski Cover (Frame #3, Page 9) - “Gabby” Gabreski, fighter ace WW2 and Korea, commander of
Fighter wing writing to wife of pilot killed while landing his shot-up Sabre Jet.

Hubba Hubba handstamps - One of a kind (Frame #3, pages 11,12, & 15; Frame #4, page 1) - Unique
and sought after with many other scarce examples, with only 2-3 reported throughout the exhibit.

Listed Crash Cover (Frame #5, page 13) - Unique item. Plane carrying letter crashed in United States.

Unlisted Crash Cover (Frame #5, page 13) — With John Hotchner's help in contacting the leading
authority on crash covers, it was found this is the only reported cover from this unlisted crash.

POW covers (Frames #6 and #7) - ALL KOREAN WAR POW COVERS are unique and rare items.
There is NO SUCH THING as a “COMMON” POW cover from the Korean War.

One-of-a-Kind POW covers (Frame #6, pages 5 and 12; Frame #7, pages 5 and 16) - All Rare covers.
Turncoat covers (Frame #6, pages 11 and 16) - Extremely Rare. Two of the three reported examples.

Other countries fighting under the United Nations flag. Many covers in this section are Unique and
Rare. COLOMBIA (Frame #8, page 10); ETHIOPIA (Frame #8, page 13); ENGLAND (Frame #8,
page 15) wounded British Marine from Chosin Reservoir fighting at Hospital in Japan;
LUXEMBOURG (Frame #9, page 5) Only reported example from smallest contingent with only 44-
48 soldiers in Korea; NETHERLANDS Ship (Frame 9, page 7); THAILAND ship (Frame #9,
page 13). These ship covers took over 30+ years to find. Many other covers in this section are
unique due to their Hubba Hubba and other markings.

South Korea (Frame #10, page 1) - Very unique with special Army Registered Mail tag.
North Korea (Frame #10, page 5) - Very unique Field Post Card. Many other collectors want this card.

Peoples Republic of China (Frame #10, page 9) - Letter to family on death of soldier. Extremely Rare
and so scarce that Fake examples are being made and sold in the PRC for several hundred dollars.
One must remember the Oriental Mind Set when looking at these covers. Families Rarely will part
with items such as this. I have seen ONE other genuine example and two fakes in another exhibit. I
had to bite my tongue while sitting at a critique hearing two well known judges rave about these two

fake PRC covers supposedly sent to a family on the death of their military family member in Korea.
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