
MAIL OF THE CONGRESS OF VERSAILLES 1919 

In the wake of the Armistice agreement on 11 November 1918, The Allied & Associated Powers convened a 
meeting in the Chateau of Versailles, which had been built by King Louis XIV outside of Paris, to work out the 
terms of peace with defeated Germany. In the meantime, the Kaiser and Crown Prince had abdicated and 
sought exile in The Netherlands, while a Republic was declared as the new government back home in Germany. 

Scarcely three weeks after the Armistice, President Wilson sailed for Europe on the S.S. George Washington, 
landing at Brest, France on 13 December. After visits in France and Britain, Wilson returned to Paris for a 
preliminary session of the Supreme War Council held on 12 January 1919. The first plenary meeting of the 
Peace Conference was held on the 18". Although representatives of 32 Allies were invited, it soon became 
clear that the “Big Four” (Premier Clemenceau of France, Prime Minister Lloyd George of Great Britain, 
President Wilson of the U.S. and Premier Orlando of Italy) would make most of the decisions. 

There were long negotiations on a host of details, including boundary disputes, plebiscites, colonies, war 
reparations, future German armaments, etc. Finally a draft was completed and given to the Germans on 7 May. 
There were to be no negotiations, but the German representatives could comment on it and then in the end had 
to accept it more or less as originally written. The formal signing ceremony took place in the Hall of Mirrors in 
the Chateau on 28 June 1919. 
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Inbound mail sent to participants in the Congress is extremely elusive and seldom seen 
on the philatelic market. This example was mailed unfranked in Paris on 5 June 1919, 
but was charged the double deficiency rate of 30 centimes on delivery. Receiving 
postmarks of the Congress post office were applied. 

Mail from the participants in the Congress, from both Versailles and the various meeting places in Paris, can be 
found, but it is surprisingly elusive. As a result, the impression created is that much of what may have exist4ed 
at one time is still held in official archives or has been discarded. Some communications were sent by courier 
to insure promptness and confidentiality, and examples are included in the exhibit. The order in which the 
material is shown is alphabetic for the Allies, then followed by covers from the German delegation. 



AMERICAN PEACE COMMISSION Postal Express Service No. 702 
Paris 28 Avr 1919 

US. Military Postal Express Service No. 702 
ccggreente 5 Sh ao ee 22 Nov 1919 

. AMERICAN COMMISSION 

TO NEGOTIATE PEACE 

MISSION FOR GERMANY. 

Wejor A, Peaslee, 
Chief of Courier Services Division, 

American Commission to 
Negotiate Pesce, 

. a PARIS. 

By courier service : 

eT | J.u, Sterrett. 
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Te a: 

John E, Walker, Esq. 
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Bureau of Internal i-eveégmMie rReceven bas 
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treasury Department 

Washington, D.C. 

Soliecitor's Office. 
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Special imprinted envelopes and cachets were used to designate official correspondence of the American 
Commission. These examples were sent by military courier. The envelope inscribed "Mission for Germany" is 

the discovery example, being unrecorded in the Postal History of the A.E.F., 1917-1923. 



AMERICAN PEACE APO No, 975 
COMMISSION 6 Mar. 1919 

1 Avr. 1919 
Covers sent by members of 

the American delegation 
through the special APO. The 

long cover is endorsed by C. 

Day of the Balkan Division. 

Corp. d.H.McClow - 
“Peace Conference Branch tS 
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ee Miss Florence C, Odsted , 

3640 Eleventh Street, N.W., . eee 

Washington, D. G. . USA 3 

Although President Wilson and official members 

of the American Commission arrived in France on 

13 December 1918, little more than a month after 

the Armistice, it took some time to organize the 

conference and gather the delegations from some 

30 countries. The actual work of the Commission 

staff extended over quite a few months. 
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AMERICAN PEACE COMMISSION ; Postal Express Service No. 702 
Paris 20 Aout 1919 
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* THE AMERICAN COMMISSION TO: NEGOTIATE PEACE, PARIS, FRANCE, 12/18/18 == 
LEFT TO RIGHT:-COL,E. M. HOUSE; SEC.OF STATE ROBERT LANSING; PRES. WOODROW WiL- fe 

SON; HENRY WHITE; CHIEF OF STAFF GEN. TASKER H. BLISS. 

Cover sent by Courier as an 
Official Registered letter 
from Mr. Polk in Paris to 
Col. House in London, 

‘Sy where it was received on 22 
August 1919. Mr. Polk was 
Undersecretary of State and 
the Chairman of the 
American Staff of the 
Commission. This example 

“—~ of his personal cachet is the 

i - only such example seen by 

~~ exhibitor. 



BELGIAN PEACE DELEGATION Versailles 
Versailles 19 May 1919 

Versailles-Chateau 

28 June 1919 
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‘ Réseaux Francais de Vinicwmeur 

DELEGATION BELGE 
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As one of the key interested partiaipads, the Helene sent a substantial delegation to the Peace Conference at 
Versailles. The lower cover was mailed from the special post office i in the Chateau on 28 June 1919, the day that 
the Treaty was signed. 



BRITISH PEACE es . _ Versailles-Chateau 
Versailles © * 28 June 1919 © 

CHINESE PEACE DELEGATION 12 May 1919 
Paris 
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The postcard above depicts the Hall of Mirrors in the Palace of Versailles. It was cancelled on the day the Treaty 
was signed and sent to the British Consulate General i in Paris, pesumebly as a souvenir by a member of the 
British Delegation. ; 

Cover below was sent by courier from Ambassador Wellingion Koo to Colonel House at the Hotel Crillon. 



FINNISH PEACE DELEGATION 12 May 1919 
GREEK PEACE DELEGATION 

Versailles Versailles 

7 Jane 1919 
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Postcard depicting the Hall of Mirrors sent by a member of the Finnish Delegation to Helsinki. 

Cover below was mailed by a Greek Delegate from the special "Peace Congress" post office in Versailles. It is © 
addressed to the attache of Prime Minister Venizelos in Paris. A very unusual usage. 



FRENCH PEACE DELEGATION Versailles 
Versailles ; 7 May 1919 
a 28 June 1919 
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Postcard and cover with special markings of the "Headquarters of the Interallied Supreme Council of War," which 
was responsible for enforcing the terms of the treaty. The cover was mailed from the civil post office in 
Versailles on the day that the treaty was signed, 28 June 1919. 



HEDJAZI PEACE DELEGATION 
Paris 

SECRETARIAT 

DES DELEGATIONS HEDJAZIENNES 

~ +04 

Colonel. E. 

20 April 1919 

M. HOUSE 

Crillon 

PARIS 

Led by Col. T. E. Lawrence, an Arab uprising against the Ottoman Empire succeeded in the creation of the State 
of Hedjaz on the Red Sea coast of the Arabian Peninsula. in 1916. Prince Faisal went to the peace talks to look 
after the Arab interests. This cover was sent by him via courier to Col. House. An exceptionally elusive usage. 




