ONE DOLLAR POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE
UNITED STATES & ITS POSSESSIONS
1893 - 1939

This exhibit tells the story of the American stamps denominated at one dollar from the first -- which was
issued for the Columbian Exposition in 1893 -- up to the Canal Zone $1.00 commemorative airmail of
1939. Although the dollar theme could be continued right up to the present time, the erosion in its
purchasing power (especially as regards the particularly rapid increase in inflation during and after
World War II and again during the 1965-1980 period) means that the significance of a dollar has

declined sharply in recent times. For example, in 1893 one dollar paid the postage on fifty first class
letters; today it will pay for less than three.

For purposes of the exhibit, only those stamps generally available to the public, including regular
postage, airmail and parcel post issues, are included -- leaving aside postage due and revenue stamps.
Prior to 1893, the highest denomination of a U.S. stamp was 90 cents, a value so high that they are rarely
found on covers. Thus, the $1.00 commemorative stamp from the series honoring the Columbian
Exposition in Chicago was our first issue of that denomination.
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Registered cover from New York to Vienna, Austria franked with a $1.00 value from
the Columbian series. This stamp was issued on 2 January 1893 (with the earliest
recorded date being 21 January 1893). The total issuance was 55,050 copies.

In addition to issues for the United States itself, a number of $1.00 stamps were produced for use in our
possessions as well as at the U.S. postal agency operating in Shanghai, China. However, for the most
part, such items were printed in very limited quantities and are difficult to find used on covers.
Nevertheless, all of these have been included in the exhibit as they make up a significant and highly
interesting part of the story of the dollar stamps.



ISSUE OF 1894 » New York
$1.00 PERRY : 22 April 1896

The initial regular issue of a $1.00 denominated stamp depicted the bust of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, a
naval hero of the War of 1812. It was first issued in November 1894 per the Report of the Third Assistant
Postmaster General dated 30 June 1898. According to the Scott catalogue, the earliest known use of the Perry
stamp is 22 March 1895.
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This extraordinary cover sent from New York to Switzerland required $4.10 in postage including four of the
$1.00 Perry stamps. It was mailed on 22 April 1896 and is backstamped for receipt in Zurich on 1 May.



ISSUE OF 1898 St. Louis, Mo.
$1.00 TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 27 June 1899

The second commemorative $1.00 denominated stamp was issued on 17 June 1898 in connection with the great
Trans-Mississippi exposition held in Omaha that year. The scene is described "Western Cattle in Storm" (although
the photograph on which it was based showed Scottish cattle). It is the second highest value of the nine-stamp set,
with only 56,900 examples being issued.

The single use of a $1.00 stamp on this registered cover to Germany appears to represent overfranking, presumably
philatelically so.



ISSUE OF 1903 Chicago, I,
$1.00 FARRAGUT (1912)

The second regular issue of a $1.00 denominated stamp depicted Admiral David G. Farragut, a naval hero of the
Civil War. It was first issued on 5 June 1903. However, the earliest recorded use per the Scott catalogue was on
30 September 1903.

The Farragut stamp is used above in mixed franking with an 8 cent stamp of the Washington-Franklin series. It was
affixed to the front of an inter-bank package to Detroit, which was sent by First Class Registered mail. Date not
directly ascertainable, but another front from the same correspondence (without Farragut) is postmarked 30 August
1912. The franking apparently pays 10 cent registration fee plus 98 cents postage up to 49 ounces.




ISSUE OF 1909 Chicago, Il1.
$1.00 WASHINGTON 30 August 1912

The third issue of a definitive $1.00 denominated stamp depicted President George ‘Washington. Issued on 29
January 1909, this stamp was not widely used because of its high face value and relatively short period in
circulation. Replaced with a Franklin head design three years later.

The $1.00 Washington stamp is shown above along with a 10 cent Franklin on the address label of a registered

inter-bank packet mailed from Chicago to Detroit. Only five examples of this stamp on cover have been recorded.





































