
UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION LABELS 

This exhibit shows examples of the special exchange labels used by the U.S. Post Office Department 
on outgoing international registered mail (except for Canada) between 1883 and 1911. The idea was 
adopted by the U.P.U. at its 1882 convention in Paris, with a regulation stating that for international 
mail “Registered articles must bear a label or impression of a stamp, showing...the capital letter R in 
Roman text.” Based on this, the Post Office Dept. ordered the printing of the special labels for 
designated offices authorized to exchange mail with foreign countries. 

The exhibit is intended to show a label from as many different cities as possible, with 27 of the 28 

recorded locations being represented (missing only Brownsville). Based on the latest census, label 

availability ranges from relatively common (especially New York, but also Boston, Cristobal CZ, 

Mobile and San Francisco, each of which handled a large quantity of foreign mail) to quite rare 

(Brownsville and Miami with but a single example reported for each; San Diego and Tampa with 

only two; and Douglas AZ, Key West and Naco AZ with just three). Some of the labels have the 
name of the city printed on them, while other places used generic labels with the name added by 
handstamp or in manuscript. For convenience in viewing, the order of the pages in the exhibit is 
alphabetic by city name, including the Possessions and the postal agency in China. 
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A very early use of a generic or utility label (without a printed city designation) on a registered letter sent from New York 

to Brazil in June 1884, with the label being affixed when the cover went via Baltimore in transit. Eight examples of 
Baltimore labels are recorded. In this case, the name was added with a one-line rubber stamp. 

With the exception of a few temporary labels for Shanghai, all of the labels were produced at the 

Government Printing Office on white pelure paper and then gummed, perforated and numbered at the 
Bureau of Engraving & Printing. While these are clearly postal paper, they were not accountable. 

Thus, the official records are obviously incomplete and may be inaccurate in some respects. For 

example, the United States Official Postal Guide of December 1882 states that labels were supplied 

to 20 different offices, but examples have been reported from only 14 of these. In addition, however, 
labels have been recorded from fourteen other cities.



BOSTON, MASS. October 5, 1906 
CRISTOBAL, C.Z. November 8, 1906 
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Boston is, of course, a major East Coast port which handled a large amount of registered mail, with 
69 examples included in the latest census. The example shown above is unusual because it has a 

label without a registration number (which is shown in an adjacent blue marking). Sent to Angra in 
the Azores. 

Cristobal was heavily used in handling mail to and from the Republic of Panama and the Canal Zone with the 

Continental U.S. As a result, nearly 70 examples of its label have been recorded. The one above is used on a 
cover to New Mexico.



DOUGLAS, ARIZONA February 16, 1908 
EAGLE PASS, TEXAS November 14, 1888 
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Douglas was an exchange point for registered mail with Mexico. However, it was not heavily used, so only 
three examples of its label have been recorded, all with handstamped city name. The one shown above is on 
a cover from Oakland to Sonora, Mexico. 

Eagle Pass was a minor exchange point for Mexican mail. There are a total of seven examples of its label in 
the latest census. The one shown above is on a cover from Ontario to Salinas.



EL PASO, TX. September 18, 1909 
HAVANA, CUBA June 6, 1900 
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El Paso was the busiest exchange point in Texas, so that it provided nearly 50 examples of label covers, 
mostly with printed city name but including four handstamped examples. The cover above was sent from the 
Italian post office abroad in Constantinople to Guadalajara. 

Locations in the U.S. possessions were also issued registry labels during the relevant period. However, 

covers with such uses are relatively elusive. For Havana during the period prior to the independence of 
Cuba, only 12 examples of labels have been recorded, including this one sent to Michigan. 



HONOLULU, HAWAII July 17, 1905 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. May 8, 1900 
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For Honolulu, the census includes 9 examples, including the one above on a cover from Hawaii to New 
Zealand. 

Florida also provided registry exchange offices which dealt with mail to and from Latin America. These were 
located in Jacksonville, Key West, Miami and Tampa. The amount of mail processed there must have been 
modest as the number of labels from these locations is very small. The latest census shows five examples 
from Jacksonville, including the cover above to Cuba. 



KEY WEST, FLA. January 21, 1896 
LAREDO, TEX. March 23, 1899 
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From Key West, only three labels are recorded, all with the city name in manuscript. The example shown 

here was sent by a doctor on the German warship S.M.S. Storch to Breslau. 

Laredo was one of the exchange offices on the Texas-Mexico border. It was moderately active, resulting in a 

count of 28 label covers in the census, including the one above from Guatemala to Mexico.



MIAMI, FLA. March 24, 1904 
MOBILE, ALA. March 17, 1904 

This cover from New South Wales to the Bahamas with a Miami label is the latest discovery and still the 
only example of this use. It and Brownsville are the only two exchange offices for which only a single label 
has been reported. 

Mobile was the most active of the Gulf ports in the exchange of registered mail, especially from Panama and 
the Canal Zone. As a result, there are more than 60 of its label covers in the current census, including this 
example from Panama to New York. 




