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Poles in the British Liberation Army used the British fieldpost. Upper example of an Active Service 
Envelope was sent between members of the BLA from near Caen, France. Lower example of a Field Service 
Card was sent from he same FPO to a member of the Polish forces in Britain.
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Upper cover mailed by a member of the First Polish Armored Division of the BLA via FPO 406, which was 
assigned to the Polish Army. Lower cover from the HQ of the Polish Recruiting Mission in Paris was mailed 
through FPO 801, which was assigned to the British Liberation Army.
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British Liberation Army -- Inbound Mail 
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Inbound New Year’s greeting card mailed from The Netherlands to a member of the Polish Forces serving in 
the British Liberation Army. A very unusual usage not seen otherwise by exhibitor. 

 



  

GREAT BRITAIN 
Polish Navy 

At the time of the German invasion, Polish naval and merchant marine vessels that were at sea or could escape headed 
for Allied or neutral posts, especially those in Great Britain. Although there was no communication with the 
homeland, official and other letters sent by Polish sailors were allowed free postage just like members of the Royal 
Navy. However, for political and propaganda reasons, the Government in Exile decided to establish a postal service 
and issue stamps to be used on the ships, which were considered Polish territory. This service was inaugurated on 15 _ 
December 1941, with post offices being established on the various vessels. 

Post Office/Maritime Mail 
2 October 1944 

  

Official Navy Letter from a crew member of the submarine O.R.P. Dzik (Republic of Poland Ship Boar) to 
the Chief of the Planning Bureau of the Navy % G.P.O. London. Postage for mail sent through the British 
naval postal system was free if bearing imprints or cachets of units attesting to their military status. In this 
case, the cachet was of the “Senior Officer/Polish Submarines.” However, special services, such as registry or 
special delivery, required payment of the appropriate fee -- 3d in the case of registration shown above. 

 



GREAT BRITAIN 
Polish Navy 

Post Office/Maritime Mail 
12 January 1945 

  

    

  

    

    Official registered letter sent from the 
submarine O.R.P. Dzik to the Polish 
Naval Headquarters in London. Bears 
the special registration label for 
maritime mail and a 3d adhesive to 
pay the registry fee. 
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Polish Navy 

Polska Marynarka Wojenna 1 
15 December 1941 

Polska Marynarka Wojenna 27 
11 August 1943 
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On 15 December 1941, eight pictorial stamps were issued, with the lower denominations depicting scenes of 
destruction in Warsaw while the higher values showed Polish military forces in Great Britain. Pictorial 
postmarks were provided in two types, one for naval vessels and the other for ships of the merchant marine, 
with each being assigned its own number (except for Polish Naval HQ in London, which was No. 15). Upper 
cover mailed on the first day of issue from destroyer O.R.P. Piorun (Thunderbolt) to a Polish soldier in 
Scotland. Lower cover franked with the complete set was mailed from the sub O.R.P. Wilk (Wolf) to the Bank 

of Poland in London. 
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Polska Marynarka Wojenna 1 
15 December 1941 

Polska Marynarka Wojenna 27 
29 September 1943 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
Polish Navy 

Polska Marynarka Wojenna 12 
31 March 1942 

11 May 1942 

LOTNICTWO POLSKIE WW. BRYTANII     

       
   

  

   

    

   | POGZTA POLSKA FA%2 

we eiing  AGEiidA 
[a paacitinn | 
  

    

  

        
  

  
fre isen hee, © Wr Si 

Mie, Reflow Ber Do Lucalta. 
ie al =a ~ Messe 

alo Croke reer ice, ee - a ie ne 

ee ry eo 2-25 tt Bo Sweat lecle aces 

Commercial use of the higher denomination stamps is seldom seen. These registered examples were mailed 

from ship No. 12, the destroyer O.R.P. Burza (Storm). They are a letter to a Pole serving with the RAF in 
Exeter and a postcard to a Polish Jesuit missionary at the unusual destination of Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia. 
Postage of 1 zloty was proper for a registered letter (55 gr. plus 45 gr.) but overpaid for the postcard. 
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Polska Marynarka Wojenna 27 
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Registered cover franked with the highest denomination of the first exile government stamps, the 1.50 zloty 
value. This example sent to a Polish corporal serving with the RAF in Finningsley, Yorkshire and forwarded 
to the Radio School in London. Sent via ship No.27, O.R.P. Wilk. 
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Polish Navy 

Polska Marynarka Handlowa 
15 December 1942 
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This philatelic postcard commemorates the first anniversary of the Polish Naval Postal Service in Exile. It 

was cancelled on the appropriate date with the version of the postmark issued to the merchant marine, but 

without a ship number to the right. Sent to a member of the Polish Army (designated by serial number) with 

receiving mark of Polish FPO No.1 applied. 
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Polska Marynarka Wojenna 3 
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In mid-1943, a second type of naval cancel was introduced on some ships, possibly to replace lost or 
damaged postmarks. In this case, the number of the ship was placed to the right outside the enclosed area for 
the date. This example mailed from the cruiser O.R.P. Dragon (ship No. 3) and passed through the civil post 
office in Glasgow en route to the Chief Administrator of the Polish Navy in London. Note reused envelope 
with added label inscribed “Polish Navy -- Official Letter.” 
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Polish Navy 

Polska Marynarka Wojenna 3 
5 August 1945 
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Cover from the Senior Polish Naval 
Officer in the Clyde District to Naval 
HQ in London. Sent registered and 
special delivery from Greenock, 
Renfrewshire via O.R.P. Dragon. 
Postage paid for the special services 
by British adhesives. The lowest 
value Polish stamp was affixed, most 
likely to obtain the ship’s postmark.


