
FRANCE 
Army Unit Mail Val Andre 

13 March 1940 

Versailles 

3 May 1940 

Upper registered cover from the Polish Officers Training Center at Val Andre. In this case the cachet is a 
standard type for the French Army with symbol of France in the center and no inscription in Polish. Below is 
a card sent from the Signal Corps Training Camp at Versailles.  
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Polish Red Cross Mail 
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It is said that the Red Cross follows the troops and, for the Polish Army in Exile, this was clearly the case. 
Upper cover sent from the Red Cross office in Paris to the Ministry of Military Affairs. Lower cover sent 
from Toulouse to Geneva after the armistice, presumably inquiring about Polish POWs.



FRANCE 
Polish Red Cross Mail 

      

   

   

   

Vichy 
25 April 1941 

La Tronche 
12 December 1942 

fe de La CROIX-RovGE 
{ 

~ 

Genéve 

uw ee
 a m wR
 

ea
 

  

; eto, 1 00e/ a _— Groupement d’Assistanes 2xx Polonats en France 
BUREAU BE RECHERCHES — 

Ville “ BELLES ALPES » 
LA TRONCHE, prés Grenoble (Isdre) z 

    

Even after the armistice between France and Germany, the Polish Red Cross remained active in humanitarian services, attempting to trace Polish citizens caught in the fighting. These covers sent from Polish offices located in Vichy (unoccupied) France to the International Red Cross in Geneva. 

 



  

FRANCE 
Polish Organizations 

  

  

  

Marseille 
30 March 1940 

/ Carvin 
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Various Polish agencies operated in France prior to the armistice. Th 
is F 

. Lhe upper registered cov Association of F ormer Polish Combatants to the Minister of Polish Military ‘Affairs in Paris, Bales en cover from the Polish Bureau in Marseille to the International Red Cross in Geneva dealing the POWs



  

FRANCE 
Polish Organizations 

Paris 
21 December 1945 

  
Cover sent in the early postwar period from the Central Union of the Poles in France to the Polish American Congress in Washington. Adhesives paid the Trans-Atlantic airmail rate of 18 francs in effect at that time.



FRANCE 

Polish Participation in the French Forces of the Interior 

ca. 1944 

    

Mystery hand delivered cover with endorsement of the Military Commandant of the French Forces of the 
Interior (partisan resistance fighters). On the reverse is the cachet of the First Polish Battalion. This usage 
not seen previously by exhibitor. 

   



GREAT BRITAIN 

Some of the Polish soldiers in France were taken as POWs by the Germans, some crossed the border and were interned in Switzerland and some were evacuated by sea to Britain in July 1940. In contrast to the situation in France, the Poles were permitted to establish their own fieldpost operations in Britain. The first military postal markings appeared as receiving marks on inbound mail starting in September 1940 but were used to cancel the required British postage on outgoing mail from the fall of 1941. In general, mail from the troops in Britain did not have regimental cachets as in France. Initially, the Polish military postal service was established in Glasgow, Scotland, but it was transferred to Perth at the end of 1940. , 

Biuro Pocztowe/1 Korpsu 
28 January 1941 

  
The first Polish fieldpost marking was a double oval inscribed “Postal Bureau/1 Corps,” which is recorded as 
being used from September 1940. This example is used as a receiving mark on an inbound letter to the Polish 
postal box at the GPO in Perth.



GREAT BRITAIN 

1.Korpus Wojsk Polskich 
17 December 1941 

5 January 1942 
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A newly designed double-circle postmark with a Polish eagle and bilingual inscription “1st Polish Army 
Corps/Field Post” was introduced in October 1941. It is shown above applied in black on an inbound letter 
and in purple on an outgoing postcard from the Polish Headquarters in Glasgow.



GREAT BRITAIN 

Polska Poczta Polowa Nr.1 
25 February 1943 

3 August 1943 POST CARD 
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A third type of postmark was introduced in November 1942. It was also a double- circle type with a bilingual inscription reading “Polish Field Post Office No.1.” It is shown above applied in black on an official postcard of the Central Committee of the Polish Red Cross in London sent to Scotland. Below, the postmark is applied in red violet to a registered airmail cover sent to California. 

 



GREAT BRITAIN 

Polska Poczta Polowa Nr.1 

6 September 1944 
27 November 1944 
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Polish Forces 

A similar but larger postmark was introduced in April 1944. It had a different style of lettering and did not 
have lines above and below the date. It was normally used on registered mail and struck in red, as shown.



GREAT BRITAIN 

Biuro Pocz. Deleg. In. Lot 
5 November 1943 

Biuro Pocztowe Bazy Sil Pow. 
21 December 1944 

     
    

    

POST GARD 
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There were two different postmarks prepared for use by the Polish Air Force in 1943 and 1944, respectively. The wording of the Polish inscriptions differed but both read “Polish Air Forces Mail” in English at the bottom of the dial. 

 



GREAT BRITAIN 

Inbound Mail 

Field Post Office 406 
3 September 1943 
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Picture postcard (of Delhi) sent from Karachi, India to Scotland, paying the 4 annas airmail card rate. This 
example was addressed to a Polish serviceman and censored twice en route. Arrived at FPO 406 in two 
weeks. This was a British FPO that was allocated for use by the Polish forces during the period from 13 July 
1943 into 1946. It is considered to be a scarce usage. 

 



GREAT BRITAIN 

Inbound Mail 

Polska Poczta Polowa 
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Picture postcard (of Loreto) sent to a member of the Polish Forces in Scotland. Postmarked Loreto on 19 

October, this card took 25 days to arrive at the Polish FPO. Censored by the Italians. 

 


