POLISH FORCES IN EXILE DURING
AND FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II

The Second World War began with the German invasion of Poland on 1 September 1939. When
Germany did not withdraw as demanded, Britain and France declared war on the 3rd. The Soviet Union
then invaded Poland from the east on the 17th, with resistance ending three weeks later. Those Polish
troops that could escaped through neutral Hungary, Romania and the Balkans, many of whom made their
way to France where they could continue the fight. When France was overrun by the Germans in
mid-1940, some of the Poles went into internment in Switzerland, but others fled to Britain. There, they
were trained, re-equipped and made ready for the eventual invasion of the Continent in 1944, where they
served in France (again) and in the occupation of Germany.

Following the German invasion of the U.S.S.R. a second group of fighting Poles was formed in
September 1941 from the POWs that had been held in the Soviet Union since 1939. However, Stalin did
not trust a large number of armed Poles running loose in the country, so he arranged that they be sent to
Iran where they could serve under the British as a part of the Central Mediterranean Force. As a result,
Polish forces ended up in Egypt, Iran, Iraq and the Levant at various times from 1942 to 1944. Many of
the men in this group eventually were sent to Italy, where they fought alongside the Americans and British
in 1944 and 1945. Some decided not to return to then Communist-ruled Poland and remained in camps in
Italy during 1946 and into 1947.

Polish fieldpost services were created for the troops in various locations, although much of the mail (ie.
surface first class letters and cards) were free of postage. However, special services such as airmail and
registration required payment of postage and were generally franked with American or British stamps. In
addition, special stamps were issued in France, Britain, the Soviet Union and the camps in Italy. Those
for France and the U.S.S.R. were used only for very short periods and are highly elusive. Stamps for the
Polish Navy in Exile in Britain are easily available, although commercially used covers are much less
common that philatelically-influenced ones.
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Special adhesive issued for the Polish exile forces in the Soviet Union. Inscribed “Polish Posts in U.S.S.R.” this stamp
was only used for four days before the troops departed for Iran. This example on piece was used on the first day of
issue, 18 August 1942, and sent via Kuibishev, where the Russian government had moved during the German
attack on Moscow. The stamp is cancelled at Yangi Jul, Uzbekistan, which was the Polish headquarters
during the exile period in the Soviet Union. Only 3,017 copies of the stamp were printed, of which
263 were sold, with less than 50 examples actually used and even fewer having survived.

The exhibit is shown in chronological order of the opening of the Polish fieldpost service in the various
areas, starting with France and Britain, then the Soviet Union and Iran, and ending with the Central
Mediterranean Force and Italy.


































