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The AEF unit handstamps were au 

  

  
gmented, and eventually replaced, by 2 types of rectangular 

handstamps, with numbers 371, 372 or 373. These are recorded through October 1919, 
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A single tape is recorded in The Postal History of the AEF as having been used on civilian mail 

after the war. It is similar to the blue tape shown here but omits "MILITARY" and is on white paper. 

The larger tape is previously unrecorded, as is the black on green tape shown on the previous page. 

  

The double censorship, especially with both the AEF unit censor handstamp and the civil censorship 

handstamp, is most unusual,
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Postal History Central Records Office Courier 

The Central Records Office 
at Bourges operated a 
courier service to Tours, 

Chaumont, Bordeaux, Cler- 

mont, Nice Paris and Le 

Mans in France, plus 
London and the British HO 
in Flanders. Daily volume 
was as high as 2,000 incom- 
ing and 8,000 outgoing 
pieces . 
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No more than 5 examples of 
mail from this courier ser- 
vice have been recorded, all 

in the first half of 1919. 
Except for the handstamp 
"Courier Mail" above, the 

only distinguishing marking 
is a manuscript "Le Mans 
Courier."     
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It was decided to establish a Courier Service ( 

Commission to Negotiate Peace with speedy and confidential communications. 

Courier Service 

MPES Courier Service 
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5, 5. S.,FRAGUR, Co Se Ver eG 
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Miss Lorette Braukman 

1589 Steele Street | 

Denver, Colorado, 

U. S. se 

eventually grew to include 75 off icers and 75 enlisted administrative personnel, with 14 offices in 

countries plus routes to numerous other locations as far away as Palestine and Russia. 

Personal mail of Courier Service officers. Top cover remarkable for use of German civil mails. 

this time the German political situation was relatively stable (the Weimar Constitution had been 

adopted on 11 August 1919) a 

postmark is 21 August 1919, in 

been no more convenient way of 

should have been paid. Bottom cover properly posted 

nd the mails were secure. 

under military free frank. 

and with it, APO 975 in Paris) to provide the American 
This Service 

10 

By 

The latest recorded date for an APO 975 

dicating a diminution of Courier Service activities, so there may have 

getting this cover home at the time it was sent. Even so, postage 
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The first expansion of the Courier Service’s duties came with the establishment of U.S. Military 
Missions in Berlin and Vienna, as local postal services in Germany and Austria were unreliable and far 
from secure in early 1919 due to Communist uprisings.
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Czechoslovakia. No 

schedule or office listed.   

  

Af (oiDecke 

IOI ree rleofA     
  

Romania. Office in 

Bucharest. Service twice 

per week; 3-day transit 

to Paris. 

Danzig, Germany. No 

office, but there was a 

regular route (schedule 

unknown).     
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On 30 April 1919 the mission of the Courier Service was further expanded as additional offices and 

routes were opened throughout Eastern Europe and the Middle East. Also mail of official and semi- 

official American organizations were authorized carriage by the Service. Offices and schedules noted 

here are listed in Scully, The Course of the Silver Greyhound. 
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Serbia. Office in 
Belgrade. Service 
twice weekly; 5 day 
transit. 

  
    

Netherlands. No courier 
office, but regular route 
to Rotterdam. The 
Hague is not listed as 
being on a regular route. 
Postage on bottom card 
probably reflects U.S. 
diplomatic practice of 
adding local postage so 
as not to deny revenue to 

host country post office, 
even though mail is sent 
by U.S. channels. 
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France. In addition to its 

Paris office the Courier 

Service had offices in 

Brest, Chaumont, St. 

Nazaire and Bordeaux. 
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“i, Mr. Paul Baerwald 

Fae 120 Broaaway 

c/o Lazard Freres 

New York City 

‘(United States of. america) 

Riememrers = 

  

Courier Service 

MPES Courier Service 

Turkey. Office in Cons- 

tantinople. Service once 

per week; 6 day transit. 
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Poland. No office listed; regular route to Krakow mentioned, though not to Warsaw.


