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U.S. military censorship of civil mails in Luxembourg and the U.S. occupation zone in Germany began
immediately after the arrival of the American troops and continued into late 1919, though always on a
spot-check basis. At first regular AEF unit censor handstamps were used.
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Unit censorship for U.S.
Army forces in Europe
ceased on or about 1 July
1919, following German
acceptance of the Versailles
Treaty. Prior to that time,
censor devices and proced-
ures were the same as those
used in France prior to the
Armistice.
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and unit censor handstamp

28 June: Officer’s signature \ C\SE:\-L& :f: \\‘

3 July: Officer’s signature
but no handstamp

7 July: neither signature
nor handstamp
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Special Mails
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FRENCH HOMES %
TO OFFER THE HOSPITALITY OF FRANCE TO AMERICAN EXP:;“'I)I

24, RUE DE MOGADOR, PARIS

CORRESPONDANCE

MESSAGE

from the French Mothers
to the American Mothers.

A vear agu, when apprehension filled our hearts, a5 al oy thurzhts &=
5 qcommpditied step b ostep aur suns en errible .
for the Victury of Right and Literty tnrunghont the world.

miare tu eapress the feelings which pll anr hearts.

A wrest Nciwt ance said ;v Swifering vamiches, havimy suffered 2
remains . How true are these werds ! Our maternsl anvicy, the i
sacrifices burwe in conmon, in 3 canse that vave us the couraze (v
wether by cternal
ties, and we desue that Vuihers'Day snal et Frame the = ¥ s .
= Ju ‘e des Meres ", in consecratiun of ma l and filial love. BE CORRESPONDANCE

The ENCIH HOMES " have never ceased to Ik after the - *
welfare s, dear Mothers of America.  Wherever 1 s :

Fuossible, vo share owr hame-life and tihe part in our jovfull : = "
Ratherinzs for the celebration vf Peace and Victory. N

On this dav, set apart 1o commemorate Mathersilove, we desire, i . MOTHER’S DAY -

stnce your glurivus soldiers are still in war medst, that many of them

shall find 3 seat 3t the famaly 13ble v our homes, where your uautes - : M .
. g ay 11, 1919. -
L &%

L with vespect and affection. s

\=> lip

place humantty abuve maternal Live, have b

will Ie mentio

viet, when Joy brichiens so many faces, that the - | \

meroius Mothers will be filled with soremwe in the silent E %

: " ieddyen whe will never agsin return home . Ty . q .

Let them say to thewseives that we remember them, that thewr mourring Darllng M O[her M ine s

is wurs, that we shed the same tears and 1hat we are weercome by the  ° . .

came emutions, We wish them 1o Auwaw that, whevever it ts possible. " _. - [ Love You, Géd Bless You.
i e '

Juwers of the early spronz, piaved upon the graves of their valiant

5 ¢ ‘4,

we sent yon 3 message uf dffection and gratide. . ‘7 ‘3“‘ og }

Tumdar, vour couwntry celebrates the touching ammversary uf ’ . . e
Muthers'Dar, and in this uur of Victory and Peace, we wish one y < R 3
: »
: . -

1% -
. ey

—lirs. J..Salvinger.

suns, will suz.

Thus, AL

as in thuse of sot
Parss, the 1 1th. of May 1519,

Honarsrs President : Vice- Presidents :

t the consolinzg thauz bt wf resurrectinn. Sl - . 1
s, we shall yemain unsted in the resi.ns of joy .- . LOV:l ng‘yi ¢
Your Devoted Son,

s, by that stromgest of all sies, maternal luve.

1235-57th. Avenue.

Gicero - Illinois.

Mrs Marshai JOE FRE e Mbert DEE MUN,
Mis Jules STEGEFRIED.

Fraggale do Phetctyple - Chteaucn.

Compliments of Y. M. C.A.
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Américan Embarkation Center.
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The Mother’s Day 1918 mail program was so successful that the MPES promoted similar programs for
Christmas 1918 and Mother’s Day 1919. The above Christmas cover was posted after the 26 November
deadline to guarantee special delivery, thought it bears the required "Xmas Mail” endorsement.




Postwar Postmarks
Postal History

A new registry postmark was produced
(ERD 24 April 1920, above) for APO
927 only, with "AF.G." at bottom.
Examples of this marking are much
scarcer than the "posthorn" and
"A.E.F." registry postmarks used by
other APOs in Germany. Latest
recorded use is 5 March 1923.

Cover above (return addressed 1st Sig.
Bn. on back) is mis-rated. Interna-
tional letter postage of 5S¢ should have
been paid, even by soldiers, in addition
to the 10¢ registry fee.

Cover at left, sent to U.S. a week after
departure of the AFG HO from Cob-
lenz, is return-addressed “Station
Hospital" and bears 12¢ postage.
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From November 1920 - May 1921 the "Enlist" slogan was used in the original CPO/927 machine. A
second slogan was used from April 1921 - May 1922. This postmark incorporated a new dial as well as
the new slogan. Neither slogan is common, and good strikes are very hard to find.
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In late 1919 a cancelling machine was sent to Coblenz. This appears to have been the machine used at
APO 902 (Bourges, closed August or September 1919) with the "CPO" (Central Post Office) still in the

dial. "CPO" was replaced by "927" in January 1920.
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APO 746 (4th Div., Bad
Bertrich, Ger.).

; %:'[ w’: :'L 9 :‘z Bel.); a very late usage.
. L LY ---- - s 4 -k .

APO 951 (Luxem- @% é—%
bourg City). 2 :

At

In March 1919 (ERD 17 March, above
at top. These are recorded for 11 of the 18 APOs serving the 3rd Army, always in black.

) a new series of postmarks began to appear with "Third Army"

In addition, APOs 745 and 951 are recorded with similar postmarks reading "3rd Army" The scarcity
of this variant is grossly understated in The Postal History of the AEF. Infact, it is one of the

scarcest AEF postmarks.






