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U.S. military censorship of civil mails in Luxembourg and the U.S. occupation zone in Germany began 
immediately after the arrival of the American troops and continued into late 1919, though always on a 
spot-check basis. At first regular AEF unit censor handstamps were used.
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Unit censorship for USS. 
Army forces in Europe 
ceased on or about 1 July 
1919, following German 
acceptance of the Versailles 
Treaty. Prior to that time, 
censor devices and proced- 
ures were the same as those 
used in France prior to the 
Armistice. 
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   28 June: Officer’s signature 
and unit censor handstamp 

LM Oy ul ? 

3 July: Officer’s signature 
but no handstamp 

  

7 July: neither signature 
nor handstamp 
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MESSAGE 

from the French Mothers 

to the American Mothers. 

A vear ago, when apprehension filled var hearts, as al tour Hanrgkts 
panied step hy 2 errible 

for the Vietury of Right and Liberty tnrwaghout the world, 
    

  

we gent sun a message uf affectina and grauuole, 
Tuesday, rour country celebrates the touching anmversary of 

Mothers’ Dar, and in this huur of Victory and Peace, we wish ame 
mare tu express the feelings which pll aur hearts. 

A reat Sciat ance said: Sugerimg vanishes, having suffered 
remains”. How true are these weeds!) Our materuel anvicty, the 
sacryices borne in common, in a cause that yave us the courase to 

wuether by eternal 

  

   

  

place humantty above maternal love, have é 
that Muthers' Lay snal ot Frame the 

<n gungecration of maternal ard filtal lave. 
HOMES " have never ceased tu luk after the 

I wis, dear Mothers af America, Wherever it ts 
possible, re share our husmertife and take part in our jovfull 
xatherinss fur the celebration uf Peace and Victory. 

On this day, set apart to cummemnrate Muthers'luve, we desire, 
wus xaldiers are till in ar niedst, that many of them 

ur humes, where your names 

  

    

    

since your gle 
shall find a seat at the family table im 

{with respect and affection, 
ryet, when joy brivhient wo many faces, that the 

hearts 4 Mothers will be filled with surrae in the silent 

Mrneht nf) thes cdaldren whe will never again reaeen fume 
Let them say tn thenweives that we remember thet, that ther mourning 
is ours, that we shed the same tears and that we ave avercome by the 
same emotions, We wish them to huow that, wherever it ts possible, 
Nuwers uf the carly sprog, placed upon the graves of their valiant 

tthe consoling theuzht uf resurreetinn, 

ixters, we shall remain united in the resins of joy 
we, by Chat strongest of all ses, maternal lave. 

     will be mentio 

Nar shall    
   

  

suns, will si 

Vhus, Alb 

as in these af! set 

Panis, the 11th, of May 1449. 

      

Vices Presidents : 
Gee Albert DE iN, 
Mis Jules SEEGE RIED, 

Honorary President : 
Mrs Marshal JOE ERE 
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TO OFFER THE HOSPITALITY OF FRANCE TO AMERICAN EXPEDI 

24, RUE DE MOGADOR, PARIS 

   

    
    
     

   
* om 

     

          

  

    
  

   

    

Carte Pes 

CORRESPONDANCE 

oe MOTHER'S DAY.. > - 
May 11, 1919. ~ 

Darling Mother Mine : . 
[ Love You, Gdd Bless You. ° 

& 

(> lip        

  

PCOS a 
Faule ‘Ex 

——lirs.._j.Salvinger. 

1235-57th. Avenue. 
  

Loving‘y, 

Your Devoted Son, 

  

Gicero - Iilinois. 
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Compliments of Y.M.C.A. 
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American Embarkation Center.    
The Mother’s Day 1918 mail program was so successful that the MPES promoted similar programs for 

Christmas 1918 and Mother’s Day 1919. The above Christmas cover was posted after the 26 November 

deadline to guarantee special delivery, thought it bears the required "Xmas Mail" endorsement. 
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Postmarks 

  A new registry postmark was produced 
(ERD 24 April 1920, above) for APO 
927 only, with "A.F.G.” at bottom. 

Examples of this marking are much 
scarcer than the "“posthorn" and 
"A.E.F." registry postmarks used by 
other APOs in Germany. Latest 
recorded use is 5 March 1923. 

Cover above (return addressed Ist Sig. 
Bn. on back) is mis-rated. Interna- 

tional letter postage of 5¢ should have 
been paid, even by soldiers, in addition 
to the 10¢ registry fee. 

Cover at left, sent to U.S. a week after 

departure of the AFG HQ from Cob- 
lenz, is return-addressed “Station 

Hospital" and bears 12¢ postage. 
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From November 1920 - May 1921 the "Enlist" slogan was used in the original CPO/927 machine. A 

second slogan was used from April 1921 - May 1922. This postmark incorporated a new dial as well as 

the new slogan. Neither slogan is common, and good strikes are very hard to find.
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In late 1919 a cancelling machine was sent to Coblenz. This appears to have been the machine used at 

APO 902 (Bourges, closed August or September 1919) with the "CPO" (Central Post Office) still in the 

dial. "CPO" was replaced by "927" in January 1920.
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APO 746 (4th Div., Bad 

Bertrich, Ger.). 

APO 944 (Antwerp, 
Bel.); a very late usage. 
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In March 1919 (ERD 17 March, shee) 2 a new series of evmaentke pagan ts to appear with "Third Army" 

at top. These are recorded for 11 of the 18 APOs serving the 3rd Army, always in black. 

In addition, APOs 745 and 951 are recorded with similar postmarks reading "3rd Army" The scarcity 

of this variant is grossly understated in The Postal History of the AEF. In fact, it is one of the 

scarcest AEF postmarks.
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The transfer of APO postmarks to other APOs has not been previously noted. APO 715 served the 

42nd Division, which returned, through Brest, France, to the U.S. in mid-April 1919, and it is listed as 

having closed on the 4th (Post Office records) or 19th (War Dept.) of that month. However, its 

postmark was recycled for use by APO 716 (Brest) as shown by the June and July 1919 usages here. 

Most of the troops transiting Brest were returning to the U.S. However the lower cover is from a 

member of the 8th Infantry, which moved out for occupation duty in Germany 4 days after the cover 

was mailed, on 10 July 1919. (Many of the single-ring U.S. APO postmarks lack the "19" year slug, and 

the use of the day/month vs. month/day convention varies even within a single APO. This cover can 

be dated conclusively to 6 July 1919 by the fact that the 8th Infantry was not in France in 1918, and 

because unit censorship, absent here, was in effect in June, but not in July.)


