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Armistice Day

The celebrations that fol-
lowed the announcement of
the end of the fighting got
in the way of postmarking
mail, making this a scarce

{ /3’;}"‘ date for AEF postmarks.
' APO 785 was a stationed at
> Allerey, France.

r~)
i

Card written Nov. 6 but not
posted for 11 days. APO
715 served the 42nd Div.,
which was in combat in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive
from 4-10 November. Note
the text.
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With their allies having sued for peace, signs of anarchy appearing at home and a major offensive
pushing them back along much of the Western Front, the Germans agreed to an Armistice to begin at

the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918.



AMERICAN COMMISSION

Peace Conference
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£ B % Earliest Recorded APO 975 Mail
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p il A § b4 APO 975 was opened in Paris to handle
! S % & o 51 mail related to the Peace Conference,
= BB B and the APO 975 postmark is recorded
2 s ﬁ a4 used from 20 December 1918 - 21
= OE . §§ August 1919. Some mail from the
o gg g 34 American Commission to Negotiate
Sof a o S E Peace is recorded posted at APO 702

(Paris). Note the text.

The American Commission to Negotiate

g o . the Peace, headed by President Wilson,
> E? arrived in France a month before the
< &8 . opening of the Versailles Confercnce: on
@ ,_',,g - . 18 January 1919. The AEF provided
A 282 ‘ clerical and other technical support to the
u m - . .

) .E# ¥ American negotiators. While a peace
g -g 2 treaty was signed by the Germans on 28
g g)g S June 1919, treaties with Austria, Hungary,
od & g par Bulgaria and Turkey kept the negotiators
E as 8 busy through August 1920.

TO NEGOTIATE PEACE




Postwar Forces in Austria
History

~Pvt. Glenn O, Gember,
Personnel Offics, 2nd Bn. 332nd Inf,
Cattaro,Dalmatia, AZF APO 901
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On 21 November 1918 the 2nd Battalion (Cos. E - H) of the 332nd Infantry Regiment arrived at
Cattaro. The 2nd Bn. rejoined the rest of its regiment at Genoa on 28-29 March 1919 and sailed from

there to the U.S. While in Dalmatia, it sent its mail to APO 901 (Milan) for processing.
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On 25 August 1921 the
U.S. and Germany sign-
ed a peace treaty which
was ratified by the U.S.
Senate on 19 October.
As a result, from Dec-
ember 1921 through May
1922 1,000 to 2,000
American troops per
month were repatriated
from Germany. During
the second half of 1922,
the strength of the AFG
was maintained at about
1,200 men. These were
withdrawn in January
1923 and on 24 January
the AFG HQ left Cob-
lenz. The command was
officially  discontinued
on 21 February 1923.

Forces in Germany

According to Post Office
records APO 927 closed
on 31 July 1921. How-
ever military records
show that in June 1922 it
had 6 personnel and an
office in the AFG HQ
building. As with other
APOs serving U.S. head-
quarters in Europe, the
APO 927 postmark was
left with Army personnel
who remained after
elimination of both the
APO and the command
which it served. The
latest recorded APO 927
postmark is dated 8
March 1923.
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Motor Transport Corps
Repair Unit 310
A, P, 0. 927

Forces in Germany

APO 927 was established in
Coblenz to serve the HQ,
3rd Army (later HQ, Amer-
ican Forces in Germany). It
was officially opened on 18
November 1918 but was
probably not operational
until 16 December. While it
is officially listed as having
closed on 31 July 1921, its
postmark is recorded used
until mid-February 1923,

APO 946 was opened in Berlin to serve the American Military Mission there. Official dates of opera-
tion are 28 February - 16 August 1919. It is the scarcest of the post-WWI U.S. APOs in Germany.
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Forces in Germany
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In November 1919 the 5th and 50th Infantry Regiments were sent from the U.S. to Coblenz with the
idea that they would continue on to the Upper Silesia plebiscite area. They never moved on and were
instead retained by the American Forces in Germany, which then organized its forces into 2 brigades,
making the new troops the core of the 2nd Brigade. The additional troops brought the strength of the
AFG at the end of 1919 to approximately 16,000 men, a level that was maintained until mid-1921.
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Following departure of the 1st Division on 21 August 1919, the strength of the American Forces in
Germany was reduced to about 8,700 men (most in the 8th Infantry Regiment and the 7th Machine
Gun Battalion, the rest in HQ, MP and other support units) plus 1,000 attached personnel. All of
these were served by APO 927 in Coblenz. As might be expected, mail after August 1919 is much

scarcer than earlier mail.




Postwar Forces in Germany

History

APO 740, 3rd
Div., Andernach.
Division moved
to Brest 5 Aug-
ust 1919.

; pvt. GEORGE P. EBERLE

Hd'gs. Co., 30h Inf.
A.P.0.740 A.E. F.
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</ Co. Dlarines
? Sixth Regt. 2nd. Division
? Amer. Grx. Forces. J
|
APO 746, 4th Div., |
Nieder-Breisig. Div- : 3 i
ision moved to Brest - '
9 July 1919. rd /,‘.:f
: ' S ’ ’ e : - Ii
APO 710, 2nd Div,, ' 7 O I
Heddesdorf, 2 days . S it }'
before the division ' Consored % __) . l
moved to Brest. A s i
87 U.S.9.C. ; ) /

On 16 June 1919 it appeared that the Germans would reject the Allied peace'tcrms and Marshall Foch
ordered Allied troops to prepare to advance across the Rhine on 20 June. The U.S. 3rd and 4th
Divisions were prepared to resume the advance into Germany when the top 2 covers were mailed.

Faced with this threat Germany capitulated, signing the peace treaty on 28 June. The Americans,
offended at the harsh terms of the treaty, immediately began to prepare for the withdrawal of the bulk
of their forces from Germany. The 2nd and 4th Divisions were withdrawn from Germany (and the Sth

from Luxembourg) in July, followed by the 1st and 3rd Divisions in August.






