Wartime South Russia
Intervention in Russia U. S. Navy

USS Hovey

Destroyer. Sailed to
various Black Sea ports
between late July and
17 December 1919. No
on-board post office.

.

USS Overton

Destroyer, engaged at
time this cover was
sent in transporting

refugees from Crimea
to Turkey after col-

lapse of the Wrangel
army. No on-board
post office.

Ships of the US Navy cruised the Black Sea, carrying military observers, relief supplies and refugees.
Mail from such ships is very scarce, as is information about them. No record of ships present in South
Russian waters during the Russian civil war has been compiled. Ships which bad no on-board post
office routinely turned their mail over to the USS Scorpion, dispatch vessel for the US High
Commissioner at Constantinople, for posting.
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South Russia
U. S. Navy

USS Noma

Steam yacht, comple-
ment of 80 men. At Ba-
tum 21 April - 1 May
1919 (with $20 million of
gold on board, as men-
tioned in this letter,
headed Batum 27 April)
to remove US Army
officers. No on-board
post office.

USS Chattanooga

Cruiser. Card sent
from Bolshevik Batum:
"... This is some tough

b ‘
place. I just heard one ?”d‘"z‘ /"Lﬁ" BN S

ashore. I don’t know S § | .63-0&, Q/?r%‘—-,g_]? .
whether 1 will get a :
chance to go tomorrow

or not. Will shure keep

of the sailors got shot ‘W RSP B - P g : ___g'gngl..%um"m\’;/
‘%:/r- : X

straighth if I do..."
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The US was expressly commit-
ted not to become involved in
the Russian civil war, and there
was no need for US action to
protect war supplies in or to
repatriate POWs from South
Russia. Without a combat role,
the presence of US Army per-
sonnel was restricted to a small
number of intelligence and
liason officers.

Cover carried by Courier Ser-
vice, Postal Express Service
and mailed at APO 975 (Paris).
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USS Eagle 2, Patrol Boat
Complement: 61

North Russian Cancels:
US Navy 4-bar

Tour in North Russia, Intervention
Period: 25 May - late July 1919
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Ship Type: Light Cruiser
North Russian Cancels:
USS Des Moines, 1-bar with location
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Complement: 339
Tour in North Russia, Intervention Period:
22 May - 14 September 1919
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=] T USS Olympia
e ; i‘a ~
Cy €5 Ship Type: Cruiser
= = Complement: 411
= 55 North Russian Cancel: USS
iﬁ 7] < v Olyr_npia 3-bar, "Foreign
= G ' Service" in bars
fon T ~ s
Tour in North Russia, Interven-
tion Period: 24 May - 27 Octo-
ber 1918
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™~ USS Yankton
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Ship Type: Yacht
\ Complement: 78
. North Russian Cancels: US Navy
-~ M o 4-bar
25 |z N
& = 8 N Tour in North  Russia,
5 0 {73 3 Intervention Period: 8 February
o 4 1 R - 9 July 1919
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Civilian international mail passed through an "Allied Intelligence Censorship Division" which included
American, British and French representatives. Notwithstanding British primacy in the Censorship
Division, most censor devices were in French. (Meanings of abbreviations CIO and CIA unknown.)
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HOQ, 339th Inf. Adjudant’s Office

Three examples recorded. Dates =

of use unknown, but "ANREF"
designation was made on 12
September 1918 and changed (to
"AEFNR") on 9 April 1919. Itis

reasonable to expect that this ;

unusual handstamp was used in

the early days of the North Rus- %

sian expedition rather than later.

Hospital Ship P.C. 25

This censor handstamp has not
been identified to a particular ?

ship in the literature, but it

seems certain from these covers

that it was used on the Braemar
Castle (421 beds).
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North Russia
Censorship

"Ship Censor”

Two examples recorded,
both on un-dated covers
from same correspondence,
1 with British civil censor
tape, 1 without. The "Am.
E.F." (rather than ANREF)
suggests that they were sent
on the 1918 outward voyage
and not on the 1919 return
voyage.
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The 167* and 168% Tréﬁ;pé_r'ta‘.tibn Cos. excepted, US Ariny units in North Russia appéa; not to have

had the usual AEF censor handstamps. Unit censorship therefore usually consisted of a US officer’s
signature accompanied by 1 of 3 types of censor handstamp supplied by the British.

ot

The "PE/C" type (numbers 2 / 32 recorded) began to be used before the arrival of the British Army
Postal Service personnel, and continued thereafter. The "X" type (numbers 5 / 45) appears to have
been brought by the postal units. The "R" type (numbers 2 / 84) does not appear until January 1919,
and is much the scarcest on US mail (example shown below, with YMCA Censor.)






