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George H. Emerson, 

general manager of the 
Great Northern, headed 
the RRSC. The com- 

bination of Russian 
stamps sent via_ the 
British field post office 
is most unusual. 
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The Russian Railway Service Corps, 288 men recruited from the Great Northern and Northwestern 
Railroads and of the Baldwin Engine Works in the Fall of 1917 to assist the Russian Provisional 
Government, landed in Harbin on 3 March 1918 and arrived in Vladivostok on 11 April 1918. These 
men were given U.S. Army ranks and uniforms, but were never commissioned. Eventually they 
worked closely with the American and other Allied intervention forces in Siberia. 

As these men were spread along the Trans-Siberian and Chinese Eastern Railway lines, they used such 
postal facilities as they could find, even after establishment of the U.S. postal agency at Vladivostok. 
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Twelve US Army transports made a t least one trip to Vladivostok during the intervention period. 

These ships were not equipped with on-board post o. ffices, so mail from them can be identified only 

from the return address or details of the correspondence. Their military crews and passengers had the 

free frank while in Siberia. 

USAT South Bend made only 1 trip to Siberia, to evacuate the 31st Infantry and was in Vladivostok 

20 - 31 March 1920. Above cover postmarked 23 March 1920, the second latest date recorded for mail 

from the USPA Siberia, and only recorded cover from this ship.
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No postal agency was established to serve the AEF Siberia until 12 September, 27 days after arrival of 
the first Army troops; and even then no cancel was provided until 25 September. Free-franked mail 
was accepted for carriage on US Army transports (which had no postal facilities or postmarks). Such 
forerunner mail is typically undated. However, it is usually censored in the upper right corner (as op- 
posed to the more normal lower left), and a further clue (again not always present) that unpostmarked 
mail dates to this period is the "Depot Quartermaster" return address, which was later abandoned. 

Soldiers willing to pay for quicker service could use the Russian post office. Above cover postmarked 
in the Vladivostok-Tsuruga Steamship post office.
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From 25 September to 17 October 1918, the USPA Siberia used a cancel borrowed from the USPA 

Shanghai, China. Altogether 57 examples are recorded (17 in the Smithsonian), all struck in black. 

Poor to barely-legible strikes are the norm. 

Through 2 October 1918 the USPA Shanghai duplex postmark appears with "1030AM" in the time slot. 

After that date only "AM" is used, without any indication of the hour.
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Only recorded example of 
Shanghai Registered dates- 
tamp; 1 of 2 recorded 
examples of this type boxed 
registered handstamp. 
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Siberia 

Postmarks 

Only recorded example of type 

H-3 private censor handstamp 

(long cover). Small cover self- 

censored by General Graves. 

  

First USPA Siberia postmark, brought 

to Vladivostok on 17 October 1918 by 

the Postal Agent, Stephen Crisler; 

placed in use 18 October. All recorded 
examples (215, 60 in the Smithsonian) 

are in black, with the 9AM time. First 

and last dates of use shown here. 
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Hammer number 1: earliest (3 recorded) and latest (1 recorded) usages. Hammer number 3: only 

recorded example. There is no evidence that hammer number 2 was ever used.
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Type I Registered Handstamp, used at Vladivostok. 

The USPA at Vladivostok processed about 4100 pieces 

of outgoing registered mail; other stations’ quantities 

unknown. Of the 19 recorded pieces of USPA Siberia 

registered mail, 16 are from Vladivostok. 
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Type II boxed handstamp used at Vladivostok me . “4 

(1 example, forerunner period) and later at tee 8 - i 

Station No. 3 handstamp, 1 example recorded on cover. 
Spasskoye (Station No. 3, dates unknown).
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Only 7 AEF Siberia money order coupons and 1 receipt are recorded. 

The existence of 3 field stations has been documented since 1953, but there is little postal evidence of 

their existence. For Station No. 1 (Verkhne-Udinsk), it consists only of the money order coupon 
shown here. For Station No. 2 (Khabarovsk) there are 2 money order coupons and 1 registered cover. 
For Station No. 3 (Spasskoye) there are 4 money order coupons and 1 registered cover. The money 
order receipt shown is the only evidence of this service from Vladivostok.


