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Courier service established in September 1917 
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Cover below handled 

by both APO 702 and MDS courier services. 

for sensitive official mail. 
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Wartime 
Postmarks 

Postal History 
British Military Postmarks 
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h Expeditionary Force in Flanders and Picardy 

s (though RK8) and FPO postmarks 1K through Ten U.S. Divisions assigned to train with the Britis 

were assigned British APO postmarks in the RK serie 

24K. The U.S. II Corps was assigned APO HK. 

The standard design double circle is the norm. The APO 21K "skeleton" design is scarce, and the 

"PSOT" variety of this marking (shown above) is especially so.



Wartime Postmarks 
Postal History Used in Italy 

thi Choa Fda | Pyaneloing     
Around 20 September 

1918 (ERD 24 Septem- 
ber) a postmark was 
obtained locally for APO 

901. It is very scarce in 
any condition and, due to 
its size, complete strikes 
are rare. 

At about the same time, 
regular MPES  date- 
stamps numbered 819- 
825 were delivered to 7 
of the 13 U.S. APOs set 
up across Italy. These 
are usually found struck 
in violet. 

  
    

    

   

        

OPERA DI PRATELLANZA UNIVERSALE“<. 
CORPO AMERICANO Y. M. C. (ei : 
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The PES postmark for 
APO 901 does not 
appear until January 
1919. Poor strikes are 
the norm.          
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Wartime 
Censorship 

    

   
      

    

      

  

Postal History Chief Military Censor 
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On 1 April 1918 the Office of the Chief Military Censor was given, in addition to its existing policy and 

administrative duties, responsibility for a portion of the mail of AEF troops en route to Europe. Two 

types of censor handstamp and 1 tape (2 subtypes) are recorded for this office.



Wartime Censorship 

    

   

  

   

    

    

Postal History Ports of Embarkation 
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All other censorship of AEF mail in the U.S. was carried out at the ports of embarkation. Since this 
involved almost exclusively safe arrival cards and letters left at the dock or with their ships by troops 
in transit, the censorship devices were designed to disguise the point and date of origin. Thus far 13 
different handstamps incorporating "Censor" are recorded. It is likely that the vast majority of these 
were applied at the AEF mail depot at Hoboken, as 75% of the AEF troops shipped out of New York.



Censorship 

AEF Censors Wartime 

Postal History 

    

            

   

    

The Standard AEF 
unit censor hand- 
stamp. Recorded 
numbers range from 1 
- 4455, with dates 

range from 17/20 
July 1917 (above) to 
11 July 1919. 
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made from rubber, and 
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Wartime 
Postal History 
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Censorship 
AEF Censors 

As a rule unit censors did 
not use re-sealing tapes. 
This very unusual tape was 
most likely used because, 
against regulations, the 
envelope was submitted 
sealed to the unit censor. 
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    The Base Censor office 
was responsible for 
foreign mail and re- 
censorship of a sample 
of unit-censored mail. 
The Paris office used a 
boxed handstamp (#s 1- 
20) usually supplement- 
ed by 1 of 2 types of ex- 
aminer numbers (shown 
here and on next page).     
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Wartime 

Postal History 
AEF Censors 
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A second Base Censor office was opened at Base S 
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ection 3, Liverpool (with a branch in London). In 

dom it handled mail from the AEF, North Russia 
addition to AEF mail to and from the United King 

(bottom cover above). It used the 2-line handstamp 

shown here. 

(in several subtypes) and the re- -sealing tape



Wartime Censorship 
Postal History AFF Censors 

      

    

  

Unlike unit censors, the Base Cen- 
sor routinely opened letters, and 2 
types of re-sealing tape were used. 
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The Base Censor 

also processed mail . - 
which the sender ; ; 4s . pial The Evening Telegram 
did not want to be a ce Le 

read by his unit mae 
censor. This usually 
was sent in Blue 
Envelopes, which 
appear to have been 
opened on a spot- 
check basis. 

Portland 

  

Press censorship 
(very unusual) was -~- ---: 
another job of the 
Base Censor.  


