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Earliest recorded use 23 November 1918. 
Apparently used only on courier mail origin- 
ating outside Paris and sent on via APO 702. 
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Postmarks Wartime 
Money Order Business 

Postal History 
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The M.O.B. daters of APOs 9, 10 and 11 are recorded used as cancels on covers from the first 2 weeks 

of operation of these offices (APO 11 cover above is first day of post office). Their scarcity suggests 

that this was not a normal practice. The late usage as a transit dater is even less common.
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Railway Post Offices 
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probably Tours (HQ, Services of Supply, AEF) and Chaumont (GHO, AEF after 1 September 1917). 
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Wartime Postmarks 

Postal History Provisionals: Third Period 

APO 739 (77th Div.) es- 
tablished 20 April 1918 
but Division sent to BEF 

area and U.S. APO not 

used. Transferred to 

U.S. 1 Corps adminis- 
trative control 12 June 
1918. Note that AEF 

censor handstamps had 
not been supplied when 
this cover was sent. 

  
ie sec 

APO 743 (33rd _—S— Div.) 
established 20 May 1918. 
Division served with French 
XXXIII Corps until joining 
U.S. 1 Corps 27 August 1918   

  

U.S. Divisions operating with the French and British armies used French or British postal facilities 

(including postmarks), even though they may have been assigned a U.S. APO. As these divisions were 

transferred to AEF control, their APOs became active and postmarks had to be found. Note that both 

the earliest rubber datestamps and the early-1918 reproductions were returned to service at this time.



Wartime Postmarks 

  

  

Postal History Provisionals: Second Period 
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As American troop strength built up in Svanee t in 1 1918, Any post ‘cffices were 2 toeneed Faster glvas: 

datestamps could be acquired. Earlier offices tended to use rubber handstamps patterned on the ear- 

liest APO datestamps, but with APO number inserted in bars by movable type. Those opening later 

tended to use what they could get. Markings in colors other than black are very scarce.
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Provisionals: First Period 
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“ Note Chaplain’s 

handstamp -- a throw- 

back to the Spanish 

American War (required 

to avoid postagé due 

penalty) that was 

abandoned in the early 

days of the AEF 

      

In 1917 APOs 3, 708, 

709, 739 and 773 used 

non-standard postmarks 

pending delivery of their 

regular cancels. The 

earliest of these re- 

corded is 30 July (shown 

above). The few record- 

ed strikes tend to be 

poor due to looseness of 

the movable type used to 

make these devices. 

 



Postmarks 

Machine Cancels 
Wartime 
Postal History 

_ The Post Office Dept. 
( sent several American 
{ (flag) and Universal 
| (wavy lines) cancelling 
| machines to France. 

  

These were used at the 
larger stationary APOs. 
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After the Army 
took over the APO 
system, the Post , 
Office continued to ge 
operate mail collec- Roe 
tion offices at the 
larger French ports. 
The Rec’d From Ar- 
my Bordeaux cancel 
is a very common 
example of collec- 
tion office handling 

  

The variant with "Bordeaux" eneued’ is one of the scarcest AEF postmarks (4 

recorded). The above card was sent from Le Mans, suggesting St. Nazaire as a 

logical place of use for this machine.


