
Wartime Rates 
Postal History Soldiers’ Mail via French Post Offices 
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On 21 July 1917 the French government ordered that American soldiers’ mail was to be accepted free 
of charge by civilian and military post offices, if endorsed "FM" (Franchise Militaire). "Soldier’s mail" 
seems to have been acceptable as well. 

. aS ORR gee te ca pr eet sehen mss = Ped. TE ; 

   

         | oe Ve Wee C44, Lu 

. QS...  



Rates 
Wartime Intra-AEF Mail 
Postal History 

  

    

      

   

  

   

    

       

   

   

Regular mail was carried 

free of postage if sent via 

an APO. Registered 

personal mail is not 

recorded. Registered 

official mail is recorded 

both with and without 

payment of the 10¢ 

registry fee. 
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Backstamp 

  
      

From Mrs. Mary Karis, — 
Minersville, ra. 

    
General John J. Pershing, 

Commanding American Expeditionary Forces, ¢..-4 

France. 

i Via New York. 

  Se ee oe ae, el 

Incoming mail from the U.S. had to be paid at domestic rates: 3¢ per ounce for letters between 2 
November 1917 and 30 June 1919, 2¢ before and after that period. Registry service was available, 
though currency and other valuables could not be sent by registered mail. 

Incoming Mail 

A very early cover to the AEF, 
received at APO 3 (Gondrecourt, 
Ist Div. School) 1 August 1917.
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LONDON, E.C. 92 

No. 109. 
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Mario Morera, 

  

       

           

    

       

On Active service th Kk . la    

  

   

  

M.D. 1ST. Corps Replacement Battalion, AEF... 

| american Expedicionay Forces Or = 
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of the AEF is known from countries other than the United States. Not 

small amount recorded is from Britain and France. 

  

Very little mail to members 

surprisingly, nearly all of the
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The Post Office used the AEF to promote its new air mail service in the U.S. Auxiliary handstamp ap- 
plied in Washington, DC. The 16¢ air mail rate, effective 15 July - 14 December 1918, included special 
delivery to office of first address. If this were considered to be the New York post office (due to "via 
New York"), a case could be made for requiring the extra 3¢ for transmission to addressee in Europe.
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Mother’ s s Day Letter 

In 1918 the MPES 

announced that mail 

marked “Mother’s Let- 

ter” and posted before 15 

May would be loaded on 

a special transport and 

handled on arrival by the 

USPO as special delivery 

mail. Such mail is 

uncommon; the printed 

envelope is rare. 

oe GHQ.. Ac. He... Hie 

Special Types of Mail 

Sympathy Letters 

In early June 1918 it was 
ordered that letters of 
condolence from unit 
commanders and Chap- 
lains be sent unsealed to 
the Statistical Division, 
with a small cross in the 
upper right corner. Such 

covers are extremely 
scarce. Sanford (1940) 
recorded only 2, and 
finds since then have not 
been numerous. 
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prom Aa PaGa . OTHERS LETTER 
Geo A. Buelow, 

Mrs. Ernest J. Buelow, 

317 Tenth Street, 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
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Wartime Special Types of Mail 
Postal History 1918 Christmas Packages Envelope 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS BOX LABEL 

Fill out the accompanying label as indicated but un- 
der no circumstances write anything else. Put it in the 
envelope furnished you, address it to the relative or 
friend you wish.to have send you a Christmas box, and 
deposit it in the mail bag at the head of the ship’s gang- 
plank. Do this before the ship sails. Do not put any- : 

ee thing else in the envelope, and leave it unsealed. 

   

    

  

       
    

SOLDIERS MAIL: =) ° 00 
LEAVE UNSEALED. «ss  -    
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ve : Address ___....-_..___-.-_-__--------- 7 
.CHRISTMAS PARCELS 

To A. E, F. CHRISTMAS BOX DEPT. 
HOBOKEN, N. J. 

rr ZZ. Albert. baldwin 
(Rank) (Name) 

Ziad: FH. 
(Company)) (Regiment) (Arm of service) 

Serial No.______.........-..-.--- AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
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One Christrnas package not heavier than three pounds and to measure 9 by 4 by 3 inches will be carried free from Hoboken, N. J., to each soldier in the American Expeditionary Force. Standard box will be furnished upon application to local chapter American Red Cross in the United States. Christmas packages must not contain perish- able articles or any article prohibited by postal laws from transmission by mail. i coupon is authority for any post office to accept on or before November 20, 1918, a Christmas package to conform with the above regulations for the soldier named hereon. Postage to Hoboken, N. J., must be prepaid. This coupon must be pasted on the package to secure its transmission. 3—6105 

O
F
F
I
C
I
A
L
 
C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S
 
B
O
X
 
L
A
B
E
L
 

      
  

General Orders 166, 13 September 1918, provided that each soldier in France would be presented with 
1 Christmas package coupon and a special mailing envelope. No usages of such an envelope from 
France are recorded. Two envelopes prepared for use at the Hoboken, NJ are recorded, and 1 of these 
has an unused label enclosed -- which is different from the label sent from France.
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Special Types of Mail 

1918 Christmas Packages 

The parcel coupon issued in France; 

no varieties have been recorded. 

These are scarce, more-so used than 

unused; and they are more than 

scarce used with the accompanying 

Red Cross inspection label. 

Between the time Corporal Haughton 

sent his label and received his 

package his regiment participated in 

the Meuse-Argonne and Ypres-Lys 

offensives. On 25 December 1918 it 
  

    

was patrolling along the Franco- 

Belgian border. 
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soldier in Europe. 
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FURNISHED BY 
‘for any postoffice 
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_ Approved by War Dept. 
_.Approved by P. 0. Dept. 
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CHRISTMAS PACKAGE CO!» 

Aas 

YE Sox 7 
(Company.) 

. DIRECTIONS: 
than 9 by 4 by 3 

tion, by lecal chapters of the American Red Cross in the United States. 

packages must not contain perishable articles, or any 

laws from transmission by mail. 

forming to the above regulations for the soldier named hereon. Postage to Hoboken, 

N. J., must’ be prepaid. ; : : 

THIS COUPON MUST BE PASTED ON THE PACKAGE TO SECURE ITS TRANSMISSION 

A. G. PEintine Durt., G. H. Q. A. BL 

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES je 

ne 

GPT OWS ft, 
vo (Rank.) ‘(Army Serial Number.) 

= (Arm of Service.) 

MMS! 
(Name.) 

a (Regiment:) \ 
e . ™‘ 

PASTE THIS COUPON ON THE PACKAGE 

One Christmas package not heavier than 3 pounds and not larger 

inches will be carried free from Hoboken, N. J., to each American 

Standard boxes of these dimensions will be furnished, upon applica- 
Christmas 

articles prohibited by the postal 

PACKAGES NOT CONFORMING TO STANDARD 

RED CROSS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. This coupon is authority 

to accept on or before November 20, 1918, a Christmas package con- 

¥., 1918. : 
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While The Postal History of the 

AEF mentions a 15e rate, the coupon 

does not, and the few examples seen 

with stamps affixed bear a variety of 

rates. The 6¢ rate shown above is on 

a complete wrapper, and there is no 

evidence that additional stamps have 

been removed. 
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Postal History Telegrams 

# "Form No. 87. 

é : 5 xt/p 

: WESTERN UNION B WESTERN UNION eo 
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SOUTHWICK 

“=. LETTER SERVICE BEF a ‘ ceeme"| LL HOPWOOD AST 00 NOT ANSWER 

a “ve LQAANYS « inne ag \ CABLE ME [HHEDIATELY WHAT YOUR PLANS = 

IF UNDELIVERED mama PUR ome. Chae : 
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CABLE LEVTER:   
"387   

Please hand your Reply direct to this Office       
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Six incoming AEF telegrams are recorded: 4 Western Union (1 with contents) and 2 French 
Government telegraph. Of these, 1 Western Union and both of the French telegrams have AEF postal 
markings. None has postage, which was pre-paid by the sender of the telegram.


