
Wartime Forces in Belgium 

History and Organization Forces in Channel Islands 

i PvE. LCP, YeIee Sof cates - 4 

AMERICAN ON ACTIVE SERVICE G7 
with THE. /O03 of VArh [ploy Veelay Bee, i 

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 7 

dion fe me 

S
M
e
 

t 8
 

  

_
 
p
o
 

hs 

| Belgium 

ta NR ee eR eg ee ED peg Soe 2 AEF mail from Belgium 
fod after the Armistice is not 

ae a rare, but earlier mail is. On’ 
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oy * Fe sent to Belgium. Note long 
delay in posting letter. 

    
  Channel Islands 

A small number of covers 

and cards from U.S. troops 
have been recorded with 
British stamps cancelled 
APO 768 (Cherbourg). One 
such card bears a French 

Navy handstamp as well. 
This mail has been attrib- 

uted to a U.S. detachment 

on Alderney or Guernsey by 
French postal historians. 
No mention of such a unit is 

made in the U.S. Army’s 
AEF Order of Battle, but 

small detachments are not 

mentioned there.    
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"Iam on the front now. I 
was in the first squadron of 
Americans to fly over the 
Italian front." 
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Genoa. U.S. Army 
Ambulance Service 

mail before August 
1918 is much scarcer 

than after. 
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Prior to 25 July 1918 the American military presence in Italy consisted of Army Ambulance units anda 

small group of pilots serving with the Italian Air Force. (Several USN air stations were opened in 

Italy, but official dates of opening are not reported; the earliest mail seen is from early August 1918.) 

These units were required to use British or Italian post offices.
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In July 1918 the Italian Army was on the verge of mutiny and collapse. The Allies sent combat forces, 
with the U.S. contributing the 332nd Infantry Regiment and the 331st Field Hospital. The AEF troops 
left France by train on 20 July. The were assigned APO number 901, but no postal personnel or 
equipment were sent with them. Through mid-September 1918 mail was sent without postmark to 
France for processing.
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The AEF acquired responsibility for — ‘thousand German POWs during and after the Meuse- 
Argonne offensive. Plans to evacuate these men to the U.S. were cancelled after the Armistice, and 
the prisoners were kept in camps in France pending Germany’s acceptance of the Versailles Treaty at 
the end of June 1919. Lack of APO postmarks is the norm for outgoing POW German mail, suggesting 
that it normally was sent in sealed pouches rather than as individual pieces. Mail to and from 
Germany was free, but mail to and from the U.S. required postage. 
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U.S. Prisoners of War 

Clyde Grimsley was one of the 
first group of Americans (10 men 
from the 2nd Bn., 16th Inf., ist 
Div.) taken prisoner, on 3 
November 1917 near Bethlemont. SR TY ) 2 

a tery oe He was in Tuchel camp from mid- 

wt se | - November 1917 until 29 July 1918, 

see i “ when the 50 American POWs 
there were transferred to Rastatt. 
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Prior to the Armistice POW 
mail was sent out via London, 

using channels already estab- 
lished by the British for their 
POW mail. 

  

    
4,765 members of the AEF became prisoners of the Germans. Mail to and from these POWs was free 

under the Geneva Convention. Thus far Americans have been identified in 9 camps, the scarcest of 

which is Tuchel, the most common Rastatt. Fewer than 30 items from, and less than 10 to, U.S. POWs 

are recorded.
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< Only recorded mail from 

a member of the AEF to an 

AEF POW. 

American Prisoner of War, Air Service, 

iegsgefangenenlager Rastatt, 

Grand fet Baten, 
ce pa erry Ree sees mene emcee me mete        

  

   
   

   

      

pee 

fothera 

. via New york. / 

GSK oko alo a ee WAGressee™ 

TLL 
pee Ce x 

= wie ae Seo = 

DIRECTORY SERVICE Given a) = oe 
CENTRAL DIRE ANSI 

PIER 86,, 32 feat Aaly od 

Mee 

  

  

    



Wartime U.S. Prisoners of War 

History and Organization 

aes 
so SR 
H ODD 
“2 9 2 

Sie “> - 

feses . aate pot: _ 
aN a The great majority of 

sta > : liberated Prisoners of 

Sy Aad War were evacuated 

: through Switzerland. 

no
b 

iy. 

   

    
    
  

  

    

ts das     

    
VERDENSP 

UNION POSHALE nie SELLE. W 

ee — 
eis 

  

    

or
la
g,
 
En
eb
er
et
ti
ge
t 

No
. 

16
2 

V
i
e
w
e
r
,
 

ro
 

Sender’s unit and camp 
not identified. No other 

mail is recorded from 

USN POWs. 
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Not all of the American POWs made it home. Letter dated 22 November 1918 tells mother of the 

death of her son 4 days earlier, and the location of his grave. The American Help Committee at 

Rastatt camp appears to have been affiliated with the YMCA. Only recorded cover from this group.


