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N — 103rd Trench Mortar Btry.)
:/—/w4 was detached from the 28th
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. e T o A sent to Belgium. Note long
delay in posting letter.
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A small number of covers
and cards from U.S. troops
have been recorded with
British stamps cancelled
APO 768 (Cherbourg). One
such card bears a French
Navy handstamp as well.
This mail has been attrib-
uted to a U.S. detachment
on Alderney or Guernsey by
French postal historians.
No mention of such a unit is
made in the U.S. Army’s
AEF Order of Battle, but
small detachments are not
mentioned there.
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British APO L3
Genoa. U.S. Army
Ambulance Service
mail before August
1918 is much scarcer
than after.
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Prior to 25 July 1918 the American military presence in Italy consisted of Army Ambulance units and a
small group of pilots serving with the Italian Air Force. (Several USN air stations were opened in
Italy, but official dates of opening are not reported; the earliest mail seen is from early August 1918.)
These units were required to use British or [talian post offices.
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In July 1918 the Italian Army was on the verge of mutiny and collapse. The Allies sent combat forces,
with the U.S. contributing the 332nd Infantry Regiment and the 331st Field Hospital. The AEF troops
left France by train on 20 July. The were assigned APO number 901, but no postal personnel or
equipment were sent with them. Through mid-September 1918 mail was sent without postmark to
France for processing,
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The AEF acquired responmbxhty for sevcral thousand Gcrman POWs durmg and aftcr the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. Plans to evacuate these men to the U.S. were cancelled after the Armistice, and
the prisoners were kept in camps in France pending Germany’s acceptance of the Versailles Treaty at
the end of June 1919. Lack of APO postmarks is the norm for outgoing POW German mail, suggesting
that it normally was sent in sealed pouches rather than as individual pieces. Mail to and from
Germany was free, but mail to and from the U.S. required postage.
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Clyde Grimsley was one of the
first group of Americans (10 men
from the 2nd Bn., 16th Inf., 1st
Div.) taken prisoner, on 3
November 1917 near Bethlemont.
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- C LY 7 November 1917 until 29 July 1918,
:’:‘% et P /{3 e 3 ' . W,&- . when the 50 American POWs

5 ""; Lt RS hi there were transferred to Rastatt.
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Prior to the Armistice POW
mail was sent out via London,
using channels already estab- C
lished by the British for their . ™
POW mail.

[ PR R Mt R J

4,765 members of the AEF became prisoners of the Germans. Mail to and from these POWs was free
under the Geneva Convention. Thus far Americans have been identified in 9 camps, the scarcest of
which is Tuchel, the most common Rastatt. Fewer than 30 items from, and less than 10 to, U.S. POWs

are recorded.
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< Only recorded mail from
a member of the AEF to an
AEF POW.

American Prisomner of War, Air Service,
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U.S. Prisoners of War

The great majority of
liberated Prisoners of
War were evacuated
through Switzerland.

Sender’s unit and camp
not identified. No other
mail is recorded from
USN POWs.

Alex. Vincent’s Kunstf
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