
OVER THERE 

U.S. Forces Abroad in WWI and its Aftermath 

On 6 April 1917 the United States declared war on Germany and began the process which would send 
more than 2 million soldiers and sailors overseas (and which left 115,000 of them in foreign graves). 
Before the American Expeditionary Forces returned home, they had learned new skills -- the use of 
airplanes, tanks and chemical warfare -- repaid their country’s Revolutionary War debt to France, 
participated in the occupation of parts of Germany, Russia and Jugoslavia, helped plant the seeds for 
animosities that would foster wars, hot and cold, for the next 75 years and set the U.S. on the road to 
becoming a global superpower. 

This exhibit focuses on both the history of the U.S. forces abroad during World War I through the 
ensuing occupations and interventions, and the postal systems which served them. 

The story begins and ends with the departure and return of the troops, so that Stateside operations 
beyond the ports of embarkation are excluded. Also excluded are ongoing U.S. occupations in the 
Western Hemisphere during the period, which had nothing to do with World War I. Emphasis is on 
the American Expeditionary Force in western Europe and its successors, as these involved by far the 
largest number of troops for the longest time. Beyond that, disproportionately large coverage is given 
to U.S. intervention forces in Russia, in light of the exotic nature and difficulty of this material. 
Limited coverage is given to the U.S. Navy, reflecting its relatively minor role in and after WWI. 

    
Only recorded registered cover franked with both le and 2¢ AEF booklet pane 

stamps. Posted at APO 706, serving the AEF General Headquarters at Chaumont.



  

OVER THERE 
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Having transferred control of U.S. troops in Europe to other com- 
mands the GHQ of the AEF left for the US aboard SS Leviathan on1 
September 1919. From 8-13 September it operated from the Waldorf 
Hotel in New York, and after that in Washington, DC. On 31 August 
1920 the American Expeditionary Force was formally discontinued.



  

   

  

   

                

   

   

Special Postage AEF Booklet Panes 

Special booklets each contain- 
ing 10 30-stamp panes of either 
the 1¢ or 2¢ stamps were pre- 
pared for the AEF, and 
3,000 booklets of each 

value were shipped to 
Europe in September 
1917, before Cong- 
ress passed the 
military free 
frank. 

  

    

  

As the free frank 
eliminated over 90% of 

the need for such stamps, 
no further shipments of 

"AEF booklets" were made. 
AEF booklet panes are notor- 
iously poorly centered; this 
example is well above average. 

 



AEF Booklet Panes 

Special Postage 

While 1¢ AEF booklet panes 

are uncommon the 2¢ pane  
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Wartime 
History and Organization 

General Pershing. 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING cent 

  

On 26 May 1917, Maj. 
Gen John J. Pershing 

assumed command of 
the American Expedi- 
tionary Forces. that 
would be sent to 
Europe. On 8 October 
1917 he was promoted 
to full General. On 31 
August 1920, peace 
treaties having been 
signed with all bellig- 
erents, Gen. Pershing’s 
command was termin- 
ated. (U.S. troops 
remained in Germany 
into 1923, but not as 

part of the AEF.) 
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Personal. 

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

France, December 29, 1917. 

Mrs. Cora E. Nye, 
628 Washington Street, 

Wellesley, Massachusetts. 

My dear Mrs. Nye: 

Please accept my sincere thanks 
for your Christmas note. It re- 
calls most vividly to my mind past 
days which can never be forgotten. 

‘IT eannot tell you how deeply I ap- 
preciate your friendly thought of 
me at this time. 7 “e 

; With assurances of every good 
wish for the New Year, I am, as al- 
Ways, 

Yours sincerely,  



Wartime 
Troops in Transit 

History and Organization 
Army Transport Service 
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Letter headed SS 

Howick Hall, at sea. 
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In addition to Navy and civilian hulls, the U.S. Army Transport Service was used to move the AEF to 

Europe. Al mail from members of this service is very scarce.



Wartime Troops in Transit 
History and Organization 

Earliest Recorded 

Mail from Europe 

The first units to leave 

the U.S. were Base 

Hospitals which had 
been organized by the 
American Red Cross. 

Base Hospital 4 was first 
to arrive, on the SS 

LLECT _ OP crt th anak = Orduna, 18 May 1917. 
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1st Division 

Combat units did 

not begin leaving 
the U.S. until June 

1917. Elements of 

the 1st Div. were 
the first ground 
combat forces to 
reach France, on 

26 June 1917. 
Cover from mem- 

ber of 1st Machine 

Gun Bn. 

          g
e
 A
 

e
e
n
,
 

a
 

re
 

os
 

1 

  

  : nae ee ne 
Fe LN BR nti 6 

 



Wartime 
Forces in Great Britain 

History and Organnization 
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Air Service Post Office 

Found on incoming mail to 
U.S. air service personnel in 
Great Britain. Dates of 
operation unknown. Mark- 
ing here should read 1919 
based on other postmarks 
on this cover. 

         339th Infantry 

Arrived in England 22 July Sy oy f*. Abia iy Jc4 

1918 expecting to go on to 
France. Selected on 30 July 

as the main component of _ Se : 

the AEF North Russia, and f@ JS tu Sra Lyf 

sent to Surrey for outfitting 

and training. Sailed for LEO Leer. 

Archangel from Newcastle 

on 27 August. 
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Over 50,000 U.S. troops were permanently stationed in the British Isles during World War I. These 

tended to be concentrated in the Service of Supply and the Air Service. Additionally, over a million U.S. 

soldiers passed through the UK on their way to France, and some were sent back to hospitals there. 

Except for the Air Service post office (above) U.S. Army post offices did not operate in the British Isles.


