
YEMEN 1900-1918 
Turkish Administration 

Beit Berich Lahie Menahe 

  

Moka (Mocha)     Cover from Moka 
to Paris via Suez in 
1903. (The name of 
this. town, which 

was located in a 

key coffee-growing 
area, was the ongin 
of the nickname for 
the beverage.) 

  
Altogether, postmarks from 1900-1918 have been reported from 17 locations in Yemen. With the exception of 

Hodeida and Sanaa, these markings range from scarce to one of a kind.



YEMEN 1900-1918 
Turkish Administration 

  
Souk-ul-Hamiss Taiz Zeidie 
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AREAS TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED DURING WORLD WAR I 

ADEN 1915-1918 

Turkish Occupation 

At the outbreak of the war, Turkey maintained garrison troops in Yemen. A plan was devised to use a portion of 

these forces, supplemented by local Moslem irregulars, to attack the Aden Protectorate. This threat to the port 

facilities at Aden was thwarted by the deployment of a contingent of British troops from India, leading to a 

stalemate under which the Turks remained in occupation of an area in the north of the Protectorate for the 

balance of the war but were unable to cause further trouble. 

Lahej 

  

feos Ya 

In the absence of any standard postal supplies being made available by the Turkish military authorities, a negative 

seal was improvised as a franking postmark and used at Lahe) (located roughly halfway between the Yemeni 

border and the port of Aden) during the occupation period. 

The Coles & Walker and Passer handbooks both provide illustrations of this controversial marking but do not give 

additional details as to its use.



EGYPT 

Turkish Occupation 1915-1916 

One of the war objectives of the Ottoman government was to drive the British from the Suez Canal and occupy 
Egypt. To this end, an expeditionary force was organized and started west from Beersheba on 15 January 1915, 
crossing the Sinai Peninsula and reaching the banks of the canal between Lake Timsah and the Great Bitter Lake 
at the end of the month. (Two companies of the 25th Division actually managed to cross the canal on the night of 
2/3 February.) However, the logistics to resupply the troops were not in place, and they were forced to withdraw. 
A second and better prepared assault on the canal was mounted in 1916, but the results were the same as, in the 
meantime, the British and Imperial (mostly Anzac) forces had been reinforced and were able to both halt the 
Turks and, in time, go on the attack, driving the Ottoman troops out of the Sinai and entering Palestine. 

        

   

Suez Canal Ottoman Red Cross © 

Special marking of 
Red Cross” post office 
on cover dated 3 

February 1915 to 
Amiassia. 
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Registered postcard 
sent by an Austro- 
Hungarian artillery 
officer from El Arich 
to Hungary on 4 July 
1916. (Date is four 
weeks prior to the 
earliest recorded date 
for Ottoman FPO 46 
in the literature.) 

a
 

  

        C
I
N
 
O
I
C
 
A
T
I
O
N
 

F
A
C
U
L
E
A
T
I
W
E
D
 

  

YT ae a cet empress ro coer et ee ee a 

     

  

   

    

   

   

TTR n° 34 
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EGYPT 1914-1915 
Turkish Occupation 

EI Arich 

The first temporary 
postmark for El 

   
     
    

  

   

    

   

    

     

oT Arich had a fixed 
\ ; year date of 1914 

* et af | (1330 in Turkish) 
/™ ats ; Three examples are 

! % can ee ‘recorded. 

© 
A, 

. Correspondance aw XH ng 5, A pirpie _ 

: ot ice oe 7 ort | : 
; Oo WaINY wisais |S 

Is - XN : ; : a" 

ant SAIS pia Sx yi 
ow 

Standard bilingual 
cds was introduced 
for El Arich during 
1915. Only three 
covers and a few 
pieces are recorded. 

  
        

Ibin 

The only other PO 
to operate in the 
Sinai (per C&W 
addendum) was at 

Tbin, which was the 
HQ of a German 
force under Kress 

von Kressenstein. 

One of the first objectives of the Turks was the capture of El Arich, the principal town in the Sinai Peninsula. 

This was accomplished at the end of October 1914. The town remained in Ottoman control until early 1916 when 

the Egyptian Expeditionary Force was able to clear the Sinai.



1915-1916 EGYPT 
Turkish Occupation 

Bir ul Mezar Birin Bir ul Abid 

  

  

   
Mudeyle Wadi Sherif Wardi 

  

A curious aspect about the Sinai was the preparation of postmarks for every conceivable crossroads in the 
Peninsula, inhabited or not -- presumably a political decision made by someone far from the scene. Devices are 
known (including some negative seals) from about 30 different locations, mostly struck on Turkish stamps on 
pieces. A selection of such pieces is shown here for their interest as souvenirs of the Sinai campaign.



PERSIA 

Turkish Occupation 1916-1917. 

The Turkish General Staff and its German advisors conceived the idea of a thrust into Persia toward India as 

likely to cause the Allies to divert forces from other fronts. In August 1916, the 13th Army Corps crossed the 

frontier and soon occupied several cities, including Hamadan, Kasr Chirine and Kirmanchah. However, in 

March 1917 the expedition was terminated due to concems that the Turkish forces would be cut off by Russian 

and British troops advancing from the North and South, respectively. 

“ee petty Inve a” “Bs Postmark of Fieldpost 
ie k Lins bas ot | Office Hamadan of 

| picture postcard of 
Persian Azerbaijan to 
Istanbul in November 
1916. This is the only 
recorded example of 
use from the Ottoman 
military post office in 

     

     
   Mixed franking on 

pieces with Persian 
postmarks from 
Kasr Chirine and 

Kirmanchah dated 

September 1916. 

These are believed 

to have come from 
covers mailed by 
Turkish officers, 

who did not enjoy 
the free franking of 
enlisted men.   

Postal evidence of the Ottoman presence in Persia is limited, consisting of the above postcard from Hamadan, 

some pieces from Kasr Chirine and Kirmanchah and a dozen examples of civil mail with Turkish censorship.



PERSIA 
Turkish Occupation 
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CARTE POSTALE DE PERSE 

  

   

    

   
    
   

   Ce cdlé est exclusivement résereé & adresse.   
  

Cover sent from 
Kirmanchah in 
February 1917 with 
set of provisional 
overprints on Persian 
stamps. The same 
censorship 
combination applied, 
but the markings are 

in black. 

1916-1917 

Persian postal card 
sent from Kirmanchah 

to Hamadan in 
October 1916. It was 
censored in yiolet by 
both the Persian 
(circular seal) and 

Turkish authorities 

(rectangular box). 

  
    

The Ottomans viewed their position in Persia as administrators rather than as an occupying power. Thus, their 
postal authorities did not function in the territory. However, when certain values ran out of stock in January 1917, 
the Persian postmaster of Hamadan arranged for overprints of 12 and 24 chahis to fill the need for these 
denominations; only 500 of the 12 ch. and 200 of the 24 ch. were sold. Collectors generally regard these stamps 
as having been issued under Turkish occupation. Covers showing their use are particularly elusive.



PERSIA 1918 
Turkish Occupation 

      
         Cover sent from Bonab to 

Tauris in September 1918 
with small negative seal with 
star and crescent. Text inside 

reads “has been Censored.” 

Under the Treaty of Brest Litovsk, the Russians were required to withdraw their military forces from all occupied 

territory, including northern Persia. This presented a new opportunity for Turkish incursion. Thus, their troops 

moved into Persian Azerbaijan and occupied Tauris (Tabriz) in mid-1918. Following the Armistice of Mudros on 

30 October 1918, the Turks were forced to withdraw once again. 

The only philatelic record of these events is a handful of covers with Ottoman military censorship markings.


