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Because this district is Turkish today, it is sometimes overlooked as a forerunner area: However, it was transferred 

to Syria following Worid War I until becoming an autonomous province in 1938. Then, under the name of Hatay, it 

was restored to Turkey in 1939.



LEBANON 

Turkish Administration 1900-1918 

The area that is now Lebanon was annexed by the Ottomans in 1516. The capital, Beirut, was a cosmopolitan city 
and center of commerce for the region over many years. It also attracted tourists (as did the Roman nmuins at 
Baalbek). The interior region was unusually fertile for the Middle East, especially the Bekaa Valley. For all of 
these reasons, Lebanon was well developed postally, with more than 80 post offices having been recorded, plus 
some branches. After the defeat of the Turks, the area became a French mandate with the name of Grand Liban 
(Greater Lebanon), which reflected the boundanes being drawn in a manner that included Moslem and Druze- 

populated areas as well as the core Christian districts, thus setting the stage for future conflict. 
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A wide variety of postmarks was employed in the Beirut post offices, of which those shown above are typical.
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        Carte postale — Post card — Postkarte — Correspondenzkarte 
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As an important commercial and tourism center, Beirut had a number of branch offices to meet the needs of its 

postal customers, including in the railway station and at the docks as shown above. The Hurictte Bagtchesi 

marking was located in Freedom Gardens, a tourist attracuon. 
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Of all the Ottoman termitories, Lebanon had its own distinctive series of markings for branch post offices. These 
undated.ovals had office numbers and were inscribed "Succursale (branch) Poste” and on a second line showed 
the name of the town or merely "Liban." Examples shown are #2 (Beirut), #5 (Beit Chebab), #14 (Attarin) and 
#22 (Sofar). The.markings for #5 and 22 are rated as "very rare" by Coles & Walker.
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A selection of postmarks from some of the smaller offices in Lebanon. Baabda is rated as "very rare," while 

Betrone is unlisted in Coles & Walker.
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The postmark of Behamdoun shown above is a special type (recorded for a dozen different towns used it) that was 

created only for Lebanon, perhaps in reflection of the high percentage of Christians in the population.
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Djezzine (Liban) 

     
These two covers originated in small villages whose markings are rated as "very rare” in the C&W handbook.
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Douma (Duma) is a very small village in north central Lebanon. Shown here is the discovery copy of this hitherto 

unrecorded postmark dated 16 January 1917.
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Hos-el-Zerana and Kosba are listed in C&W among towns likely to have had post offices but with no markings 
recorded. The Kiar Debian oval is not listed at all, but the Djounie transit mark is a variation used in Djounieh.


