
TRANSJORDAN 

Turkish Administration 
1900-1918 

The Turks ruled what became Transjordan (under the British mandate following the end of the First World War) 

as a part of the Province of Syria from the 16th Century. However, it was a true backwater of the Ottoman 

Empire, populated primarily by Bedouin Arabs and possessing no natural resources, no port and no traditional 

trade routes. Only after the construction of the Hedjaz Railway does.postal activity seem to:have taken root. 
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TRANSJORDAN 
Turkish Administration 
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Amman (Salt) 
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Altogether, postmarks between 1900 and 1918 have been reported from seven different locations in Transjordan, 
all of which are in the exhibit. With the exception of Salt, examples range from very scarce to one of a kind.



TRANSJORDAN 

Turkish Administration 

Military Mail 

    

                

   

    

1900-1918 

FPO 43 

Stationery envelope sent 
in September 1918 by a 
member of the 153rd 

Regiment, 53rd Division, 
8th Army Corps at Salt. 
Addressed to FPO 72, 

located in the Jaffa area of 

Palestine. The only 
example of the FPO 43 

cancellation used as a 

despatch mark in Jordan. 
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The town of Salt is located midway between Amman and the River Jordan. It was the only center of military 

activity in the area that subsequently became Transj 

examples are the only ones known to the exhibitor. 

ordan. However, military mail is very scarce, and the above



SYRIA 

Turkish Administration 1900-1918 

The Province of Syria (which also included Lebanon and Palestine) was annexed to the Ottoman Empire in 1516 
by Sultan Selim I. After the successful Arab uprising in Hedjaz during World War I, Emir Faisal was in a 
position to move his forces northward, reaching Damascus at the end of 1918. However, in the peace 
negouations, the great powers decided to establish a French mandate over Syria, with Faisal being made regenr 
(later king) of Iraq. 
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A variety of postmarks was employed in the Damascus post offices, of which those shown above are representative. 

 



SYRIA 1900-1918 

Turkish Administration 
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Several branch offices operated under the jurisdiction of the Damascus post office. Three examples are shown. 
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1900-1918 
Turkish Administration 
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Aleppo was the second most important city in Syria and the commercial center for the northem part of the province. 
Several types of postmarks were used there, including ones interchanging the spelling between "Alep” and "Halep.”
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1900-1918 

HALEP BRANCHES 

Posta Shoubesi 311 

Special oval branch 
marking used only in 
Syma. 
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Several branch offic es operated under the jurisdiction of the Aleppo post office. Three ex 
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amples are shown above.


