PALESTINE

Turkish Administration 1900-1917

The Ottomans came into possession of what was later to be Palestine in 1516. Because of its historical
significance and importance to three great religions: Christianity, Islam and Judaism, Jerusalem became a center
of attention for pilgrimages, tourism and commerce. Turkish rule lasted undl the capture of the city by the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force under General Allenby on 9 December 1917. The 1918 campaign cleared the
northern part of Palestne, which then became a British mandate under the peace treaty.
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‘The bilingual cds in
double circle was the
principal postmark
type used in the first
decade of the 20th
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Between 1911 and
1914, a new style of
octagonal postmark
was introduced and
widely used.

5.

Lo et S it e+ -

As a center of tourism, a greater variety of postmarks was used in Jerusalem than in any other forerunner city.
Presented on the following pages are some of the 20th Century markings from J erusalem proper, then its branches
and postal agerncies, followed by those of other post offices in the district.
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Because ofhéavy demand for postal service, the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem had its own bran

ch post office from
1895. with distinctive postmarks. Three major types were used in the period under

eview, the first without date.
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1900-1917

Jerusalem (Gare)
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Postmark of the

S/ branch post office
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Railway station
used on postcard
to Belgium.
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C&W list similar oval postmarks for three postal agencies in Jerusalem: Grand Rue (partial strike only), Mahna
Juda and Notre Dame de France. The first and last of these are rated as exceedingly scarce.
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Souk-el-Attarin

There are two other Jerusalem branch post offices of Jewish interest: the first on Mea-Scherim Street in the
northwest part of the city and the other at the Souk el Attarin (Spice Marker). (The latter is ranked by C&W as
one of the most élusive Ottoman postmarks of Palestine.)
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The railway between Jaffa and Je
shown above were introduced to ¢

rusalem was 87 km. long and opened in 1892. The three different TPO markings
ancel mail on this line between 1905 and 1911.
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Military Mail

. Jerusalem 2

Negative seal of
the 4th Army HQ
in Jerusalem on
postcard sent to
Galata (Istanbul)
in February 1915.

Blue seal reads
Field Inspection
Directorate and is
one of only three
examples known.
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No. 32Z Fr. Vester & Co.. Jernsalem.
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Postmarks from towns located in the district around Jerusalem are often grpuped with those of J;rgsalem. proper.
The marking of Bireh is.one of the most elusive in Palestine. Bon Samaritain, somewhat suxjpnsmgly, is found
relatively frequently -- usually on postcards mailed from the Inn of the Good Samant‘an by tourists.
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Other towns in the Jerusalem District included Eriha (Jericho) and Halil-ul-Rahman (Hebron).
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Only the all-Arabic
postmark is recorded
for Afula, being used
for an 18-month period
in 1916-1917.

1900-1918

NORTHERN PALESTINE

Acre

The primary port of
northern Palestine

was Acre (Akkia).

Afula






