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Octagonal postmark
used on cover sent
on 11 September
1916 by an Turkish
officer of the Hedjaz
Expeditionary Force
from Medina tO
Istanbul. The special
seal cachet is of the
Hedjaz
HQ.
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HEDJAZ 1900-1916
Turkish Administration
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Postmark of Mekke used on registered letter to India mailed on 27
January 1905. The use of the special registration label is most unusual.

The Holy City known as "Mekke-i Mukerreme" (Mecca the Revered) was a very important locaton, being the
focus of the haj or Moslem pilgrimage. It was a key objective of the Arab revolt which began on 10 June 1916.
The city was taken by the rebels on 9 July 1916, thus ending the long rule of the Ottomans.



HEDJAZ
Turkish Administration

Internal postcard sent by a
Turkish soldier from
Mecca to Medina on 20
March 1916. Negative seal
is the cachet of the "Mecca
the Revered, Headquarters
Command."

1900-1916

Mecca

Octagonal postmark of

Mekke on postcard sent

by an artllery officer on

18 March 1916. The

negative seal at top is

the unit cachet of the

"Hedjaz Command."”
Oval mark is the
censorship seal.
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HEDJAZ 1900-1916
Turkish Administration

Ebha | Hedye Yambo
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Inbound postcard from
Sana, Yemen to Taiz in
the Hedjaz. This is a
VEry uncommon routing
and a highly elusive
postmark.

: ;

NOM ET Ab

Ebha and Konfida (not shown) were the only two towns with post offices located in the Sandjak of Asir in
southern Hedjaz. In fact, until 1899, this.area had been attached administratively to the Province of Yemen.



HEDJAZ
Turkish Administration
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Postcard sent from

1900-1916

Taif

Taif postmark on a
substantial piece of a
money order form, a
most unusual usage

from the Hedjaz.

Tebouk

Tebouk, the northermnmost L,
station on the Hedjaz line S
on 1 October 1916. This ‘ )
marking is one of the most As
elusive in the province. Teo
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HEDJAZ 1900-1918

Turkish Administration

El Ula

The only special
postmark used in the
province was from El
Ula on 19 August
1507 to commemorate
the opening of service
on the Hedjaz railway
to that point.
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Postal card sent by a
member of the 58th
Division, then stationed
at El Ula, to Istanbul on
22 January 1918. Transit
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Including Jedda, Mecca and Medina, ten post offices operated in Hedjaz during the 1900-1916 period, nine of
which are shown in the exhibit. Examples of most of these markings are very elusive and sought after by

specialists seeking Saudi Arabian forerunners.



IRAQ

Turkish Administration 1900-1917
The area of present-day Iraq (ancient Mesopotamia) was taken over by the Ottomans in 1534. TIts capital,
Baghdad, was a cosmopolitan city and center of commerce for the fertile valley of the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers. Iraq was well developed postally, with more than 40 offices being recorded. Shortly after Turkey entered
the war, the Indian Expeditionary Force landed from the Persian Gulf and occupied Basra. The first march

northward ended in a British defeat at Kut-al-Amara, but the forces were later reinforced and captured Baghdad
on 11 March 1917. After the defeat of the Turks, the area became a British mandate with Emir Faisal as regent.

Bagdad (Baghdad)
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IRAQ
Turkish Administration
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1900-1917

BacHDpAD DISTRICT

Afchar

Divanie

The three post offices shown above were located in the Baghdad Villayet in Central Irag. Afchar is unlisted in

C&W, while the postmarks of Azizie and Divanie are rated as "very rare."






