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Stroumdja not recorded in C&W. Other markings rated "rare” or higher, with Tikveche (Kavadar) listed as
"extremely rare to unique.”
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The Sandjak of Novi Pazar remained a part of the Ottoman Empire based on decisions of' the Congress of Berlin in
1878. However, it was occupied by the Austro-Hungarian army for 30 years, with the Turks continuing to operate
the civil postal service. After the First Balkan War, it was divided between Serbia and Montenegro.
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Although Kosovo was inhabited about 90% by ethnic Albanians, it was annexed by Serbia following the First
Balkan War, thus setting the stage for future conflicts (which have continued up to today).
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Kosovo was a true backwater of the Ottoman Empire, a landlocked province with few natural resources and
populated mostly by Albanians engaged in subsistence agriculture.
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Turkish rule over Greece is dated from the fall of Constantinople in 1453. The Greek revolt of 1821 was followed
by several years of fighting, and at the end of the Russo-Turkish War in 1829 the sultan formally accepted the
independence of Greece. The 20th Century Ottoman forerunners were. created in territories which were taken

over by Greece in 1912-13 as a result of the Balkan War, i.e. Southern Epirus, Southern Macedonia and various
islands, mainly lying off the coast of Anatolia.
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As befitting the capital and chief commercial center of southern Macedonia, a variety of different postmarks was
employed in the Salonica post offices, of which those shown above are representative.
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Several branch offices operated under the jurisdicion of the Salonica post office. Three examples are shown above.
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