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Chinkine (San Giovanni di Medua) 

Turkish Administration 
ALBANIA 
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Cucusse (Kukes) 

Registered cover sent 

from town of Cucusse in 

northeast Albania on 7 

August 1911. This i 

only recorded cover 

this location. 
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ALBANIA 1900-1912 

Turkish Administration 

Avlona (Valona) 

    (: ‘BRERATTI 
= “(Al bamia) © 

  

    
Ottoman postmarks are recorded from 21 different towns in Albania in the period 1900-1912. Examples of all but 
two are shown, plus four that are previously unrecorded. Except for a few towns with considerable commercial 
activity, these markings rangé from scarce to very rare. Those shown above are from southem Albania.



1900-1912 

ALBANIA 

Turkish Administration 

Starova (Cerave) 
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This is one of two 

recorded covers from 

this location. 

Haimara 
Fier (Fir) 

  
Ottoman postmarks shown above are from southern Albania.



ALBANIA 
1900-1912 

Turkish Administration       Gueuridje (Coritza) 

Registered retum receipt cover 
from Gueuridje to Germany 
sent 2 October 1900. 

        

In terms of postal facilities, the greatest number of offices was in the far south of Albania, sometimes called North 
Epirus, a territory later in dispute with Greece. 
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ALBANIA 1900-1912 
Turkish Administration 

Erguiri (Argyrokastro) 
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Kolonia (Erseka) 

  

Erguiri or Argyrokastro (now Gjirokaster) is the main commercial center of North Epirus.
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Permedi (Permet) 

  
Leskovik    
Further examples of Ottoman postmarks from North Epirus.
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ALBANIA 

Turkish Administration 

Santi Quaranti (Sarande) 

CARTE POSTALE 
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The most interesting variety of postmarks comes from Sarande, which had the southernmost post office in 

alled Santi Quaranti, which translates to "40 Saints." To confuse 

Albania. This small port on the Adriatic was c 

matters, Ottoman markings provided a variety of spellings, including Sarandoz, Sarandos and Ayi-Saranda.



MONTENEGRO 

Turkish Administration 1900-1912 

Unlike the other lands in the Balkans, the Turks were never able to conquer the strongholds of the Montenegrins 
("Black Mountaineers"). However, some former Ottoman territory was added to Montenegro following the 
Russo-Turkish War in 1878 and an additional area as a result of the First Balkan War in 1912. 
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Tachlidja (Plevlje) 

Correspondenz-Ké 
Dopisnica. Old style postmark 

inscribed Tashlija in 

Arabic still in use in 
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Old style bilingual 
postmark still in use 
in 1902. The only 
recorded postal card 

showing this Touz 
cancellation. 

     

  

  

Ottoman forerunners from what became Montenegrin territory can be found but are very elusive. The examples’ 
shown here are from Plevije.in the Sandjak of Novi Pazar and Touz, which is near the border of Albania. as



MONTENEGRO 1900-1912 

Turkish Administration 

Moykovadj (Mojkovac) 
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Kolachine (Kolasin) 

  

  
Coles & Walker do not separate out Montenegrin forerunners but include them in Yugoslavia. However, it appears 

that they list four towns: Akova, Ipek, and Plevije and Touz. However, three other previously unlisted locations 

from Montenegro have been identified and are included in the exhibit: Kolachine, Moykovadj and Mith.



SERBIA 

Turkish Administration 1900-1913 

Serbia came under Turkish rule as a result of their disastrous defeat in the Battle of Kosovo Polje in 1389. In the 
early 19th Century it gained increasing autonomy until achieving complete independence following the Russo- 
Turkish War in 1878. After its successes in the First Balkan War of 1912-13, Serbia annexed the northern and. 
eastem portions of the Sandjak of Novi Pazar, the province of Kosovo and most of northem Macedonia. 
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Uskub (Gare) 
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Uskub (Skoplje) was the capital and chief commiércial center of northern Macedonia. There was:also a post office 
branch in the railway station which used the designation "Gare" in its postmark.


