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" overprints could have been used on official mail between 6 and 27 June 

In theory, the "S.P./du M./Bordeaux 
cancelled, the above values are the only 

1916 before being withdrawn. Even though they are obviously favor 

used examples seen by exhibitor in several decades of collecting.
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The Ministry of Posts in exile was established at Bordeaux. Mail addressed to Montenegro coming into the 
French postal system was routed to the Montenegrin service. If the addressee had escaped the occupation, the 
letter could be forwarded to their new location. If not, it would be Stamped with a special marking inscribed 
“Montenegro/Postal Service in France" and returned to the sender. On occasion, this marking was stamped on a 
plain label and used for the same purpose. Examples are extremely elusive.



GOVERNMENT IN EXILE 
1916 

The Montenegrin postal ministry in exile in Bordeaux prepared a set of labels to be affixed to mail addressed to 

the home country. The red orange type indicated that the destination was not achievable. The bluish type 
they were official 

indicated that the piece should be retumed to sender. Although these were not postage stamps, 

labels with directional instructions that made up a part of the postal history of the time. 
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instructional labels were affixed. Labels actually used on covers addressed to Montenegro are very elusive and 

sought after by specialists.
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GOVERNMENT IN EXILE 
Marseille 

21 April 1918 

pital in Marseille. Cover from the 

rin evacuees who were severely wounded were sent to a military hos 

Military Convalescents Committee of the Montenegrin Consulate. 
Monteneg



GOVERNMENT IN EXILE 

In anticipation of the 
victory of the Allies 
and the restoration of 
King Nicholas, the 
government in exile 
ordered new stamps 
for regular postage, 
dues and return 
receipts. However, 
Serbian troops and 
pro-Serb irregulars 
convened a "national 
assembly” on 26 
November 1918, 
declared Nicholas 
dethroned and that 
Montenegro was 
absorbed into Serbia. 

Supplies of these 
unissued stamps are 
readily available as 
"Cinderellas," with 
the exception of the 
25 para postage due. 
This one particular 
denomination has 
been unusually scarce 
and is even missing 
from the collection in 
the postal museum in 
Cetinje. 
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GOVERNMENT IN EXILE 
1918 

The regular postage éxile set was also overprinted "Free Montenegro” in anticipation of the liberation of the 

country. These, too, ended up in the philatelic market in considerable quantity at the time. 
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Shown above are the "Free Montenegro” stamps that were prepared by the exile government but not issued.



GOVERNMENT IN EXILE Geneva 
21 October 1918 
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A competing exile group, known as the Montenegrin Committee, was set up in Switzerland under Andrija 
Radovich. This committee favored the creation of a South Slav nation after the war rather than the restoration of 
Nicholas as King of Montenegro. 
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Letter from the Directorate of National Defense of Montenegro, a branch of the Montenegrin Committee, sent 
from Geneva to the United States.



WORLD WARI 
APO S.100 

British Transadriatic Force 
16 April 1919 

In the aftermath of the war, in March 1919 the British authorities sent a detachment of the Gloucester Regiment 

via Albania to help restore orderin Montenegro. No fieldpost unit accompanied the force, so mail had to be sent 

back to Taranto, Italy for canceling with the APO S.100 postmark in use there. However, cards and letters can be 

identified by the marking of censor #433, which was used only by this unit. The Transadriatic force remained in 

Montenegro only until about the end of May. 
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d of Vir Pazar sent by a British soldier in Montenegro. Manuscript date 
Picture postcar 

took eleven days for the card to get to Italy for processing at the Taranto APO. 

of 5 April shows that it




