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As Military Station No.1 had moved to Manila in August, it was no doubt rather confusing to have a new No. 1 at 

Cavite. As a result, the 2-line handstamp was changed to read "No. 2." This marking is recorded as being used 

from 25 October (above) to 21 December 1898. (Note the error in the earliest strike, in which a lower case "s" 

was used in "sTA." It was replaced with a proper capital letter in the interim between these two examples.)
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Both the small and large steel duplex cancellers were als © issued at Cavite. The recorded dates of usage of the former are from 5 February 1899 to 14 February 1901 and the latter from 23 March 1899 to 27 October 1901.
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Luzon 

  

This 2-line marking clearly reads "Military Sta. No. 2, Cavite/Philippine Islands." but it is a mystery in several 

other respects. It is previously unrecorded and unknown to specialists. The date of use cannot be determined 

from the above piece, consisting of wrapping paper -- probably a portion of the front of a homemade envelope. 

The 2 cents postage due on top of the 2 cents franking suggests a double-weight, if odd-sized, letter was sent..
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Two types of Registered markings were used at Cavite. The 4-line version shown on the upper cover is recorded used from 7 February (above) to 10 November 1900. The 3-line type shown on the lower cover has not been previously recorded.
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PHILIPPINES 
Luzon 

Registered official mail 
from Asst. Paymaster at 
Cavite to Navy Auditor. 
in Washington. Postage 
was free, but 8 cent reg- 

 
 

istry fee had to be paid. 
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The first provisional marking from Ioilo read "Hoilo Harbor" and is one of the more elusive military station markings. It is recorded used from 18 December 1898 to 7 March 1899. The cover above is backstamped for receipt in San Francisco on 25 February.
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The second provisional marking dropped the "Harbor" designation. It has been recorded as being used for only 2 

months, from 11 February to 11 April 1899. Examples are shown with black and purple ink, with the latter being 

on a registered cover, a very unusual usage.
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Both types of steel duplexes were used at Iloilo. The small version is recorded from 16 March 1899 to 28 November 1901, which the larger one runs from 6 May 1899 to 14 September 1900.
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As early Philippine markings go, the Registration handstamp for Military Station No. 3 was in use for an extended 

period, with recorded usage from 17 April 1899 to 16 September 1901.
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The most unusual military marking from the Philippines is an undated one from Military Station No. 4 at Cebu. It was apparently used in March and Apmil 1899 and is difficult to find on cover.


