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Humacao Station
24 October 1898
26 November 1898
14 September 1899

: L eex 01160
et _“USTAge

R Keraen - 5 < _a.:.-“ o - - o~ e e
RPN SR o ¥ S AP B VOSSR S e <t o7 RN R

Opened at Humacao on 1 October 1898. Above are shown an early provisional cancel (only recorded example),

the steel duplex and an unusual 2-line marking used for the receipt of Registered mail.




PUERTO RICO Lares Station
. 19 January 1901
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Rio Piedras Station
4 December 1900
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A military postal station was opened at Lares on 1 October 1898. The station at Rio Piedras did not open untl 1
January 1899. The four-line registration marking from the latter is not previously recorded.
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Vicques Station
15 August 1900

San German Station
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The final two military stations in Puerto Rico were opened at San German and Vicques on 1 January 1899. Note

that the postmark of the latter is erroneous as the name of the town should be "Vieques." Examples of mail from
these small offices are scarce, and the "Registered" marking from San German has not been previously recorded.




PUERTO RICO Mil. Sta. No.4 San Juan
U. S. Naval Station 29 March 1899
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Two-line rubber stamp "U.S. Naval Station/San Juan, Porto Rico," not previously recorded. From a chief
engineer, U.S.N. t0 a family member in Detroit, where it arrived on 4 April.




PUERTO RICO Mil. Sta. No.4 San Juan
Naval Mail 25 August 1899

Culebra
10 March 1900
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Naval mail from Puerto Rico is much more elusive than from Cuba or the Philippines, as fewer ships were
stationed there and for shorter time periods. Upper cover mailed from U.S.S. Panther at San Juan. Lower cover
sent from U.S.S. Monongahela has unusual manuscript marking with town and date; San Juan machine postmark
applied two days later.




HAWADI

Although the Hawaiian Islands were not directly involved in the Spanish-American War, Honolulu served as a
transit point for the troops being shipped across the Pacific. Even though Hawaii was annexed by the United
States on 12 August 1898, postage stamps of the former Republic of Hawaii remained valid for postage and UPU
rates applied on civilian and business mail from the islands to the U.S. mainland until June 1500.

Troops in Transit Honolulu
25 September 1898

- October 1898
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The Flag we want
waving over
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Soldier's' mail was allowed to be sent without prepayment of postage, with the money to cover the U.S.
domestic rate being collected from the recipient on delivery.



HAWAII Honolulu
Oahu 28 June 1898
. . - . P — 8 July 1898
DAL 2 November 1898
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The government of Hawaii provided official stamps gratis so that mail from the troops not be delayed. Examples
shown of single and double-weight covers, the latter very unusual. Lower item is printed matter rate on an
envelope used to wrap a newspaper. Unrecorded pro-annexation slogan reads "Foreign Postage paid by citizens

of Honolulu. American/stamps will be good only after you/ANNEX HAWAII" in same ink as "Foreign Office."



PHILIPPINES

After the United States declared war on Spain on 21 April 1898, an expeditionary force was assembled
preparatory to the occupation of the Philippines. The destruction of the Spanish fleet in the Battle of Maqila Bay
on 1 May by the Americans under Commodore Dewey sealed the fate of the defenders, and an armistice was
signed on 12 August. However, some of the Filipinos wanted independence, not merely the substitution of
American rule for Spanish, and an insurrection led by Emilio Aguinaldo required the presence of a substantial
American military force until it was finally put down on 16 April 1902.

Transport Post Office Forerunners Hong Kong
26 July 1898
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A fleet of four troopships sailed from San Francisco on 15 June and arrived in Cavite Bay on 16 July 1898. The
postal agent anf two clerks remained on board the steamer China, where they operated a "transport post office,"
gathering outgoing mail for despatch to the U.S. One such mail shipment went out via Hong Kong.



PHILIPPINES L e
U. S. Flagship

Hong Kong
27 April 1898

The U.S.S. Olympia was the flagship of
Commodore Dewey. The cover shown
above represents an extraordinary usage,
having been posted from the ship on the
afternoon of the day that Dewey left Hong
Kong for the Philippines. Four days later,
he defeated the Spaniards in the battle of
Manila Bay, which sealed the fate of the
Spanish empire in the Pacific.






