REMEMBER THE MAINE!
AMERICA'S WAR WITH SPAIN AND ITS AFTERMATH

This exhibit documents through contemporary postal material the history of the American side of the
Spanish-American War and the resulting military administrations in the former Spanish territories.
Coverage is initiated in 1898 with the suspension of mail service between the United States and Spain
following destruction of the battleship U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor. Next come covers from the
training camps established in preparation for the invasion of the Spanish possessions, followed by
material showing the deployment of U.S. forces into those territories and from the occupying forces.
The campaign in the Philippines lasted longer than in the other territories as the U.S. "inherited" a native
insurrection which did not end until the surrender of Aguinaldo in 1902. The exhibit also includes
material reflecting POW mail and mail from troops quarantined following their return to the States from
the disease-ridden tropics.

Because of the substantial scale of the activity and the distances involved, it became necessary for the
United States authorities to create an entirely new system of military postal stations located throughout
Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines -- initially as branches of the New York, Washington and San
Francisco post offices, respectively. The Navy's share of this postal history is limited as it did not have
shipboard post offices until 1908; however, the Navy did administer the postal system on Guam. The
marcophily of this period is further enhanced by the need for the military postal system to convert from
a (more mobile and anonymous) wartime footing to a peacetime mode by late 1898-early 1899. The
heart of the exhibit is a comprehensive display of mail sent from the various military postal stations,
which are extremely difficult to acquire from the smaller offices, as these served units as small as a
couple dozen men, often for very short periods of time. With regard to mail from the larger offices, a
conscious effort has been made to emphasize the unusual, including registered mail, supplemental
markings, earliest and latest dates, etc.
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Spanish-American War forerunner. In late 1890s Cubans were in active revolt against the Spanish
authorities. Cover franked with insurrectionist stamps from HQ of the Medical Corps of the
Liberation Army at Guaimarillo in Camaguey Province to the head of medical activity of the First
Corps at Jatico-Tunas in Oriente Province. Fewer than five covers using this issue are recorded.
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The earliest military postmark used overseas by U.S. forces. The first military P.O. was placed in
service at Daiquiri, Cuba on 23 June 1898. Based on approximate 2 1/2-week transit at that time
and 11 July receiving backstamp at Norwalk, this cover was likely a part of the earliest despatch
of military mail from occupied territory.



UNITED STATES

Although most of Central and South America successfully threw off Spanish rule early in the 19th Century, the
Caribbean possessions of Cuba and Puerto Rico continued to be controlled by Spain for another 85 years. The
first revolt in Cuba in the 1870s failed, but unrest continued. On 28 February 1895, a more serious insurrection
broke out, which eventually gained the sympathy of American public opinion.

Following the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine at Havana, war became inevitable and was declared on 21 April 1898.

~

Prohibited Mail New York
R R — 23 April 1898
FH—A  FES San Francisco
. A. POND & CO; s DEsp 1 June 1898
PUBLISHERS & IMPORTERS ‘\95"- ]!VA {_ ?g Q N SPay;

hr ME

- L
.
\ Bt

\ﬁ T e b e
Bl W05 U

<
v

e s
ASSORTMENT OF PIANOS,

. Mugic, Fr=3
s b
424 FIFTH AVENUE,
e PIANOS

OS2 S

OF ALL CELEBRATED MAKERS,
CONSTANTLY ON HAND,
e ot et s Domrecs,
,ﬁ‘%ﬂ % / RPY L el LD

NEW YORK.
&
e
A FINE
FOR SALE,OR RENT. s —
) 4
2%
2
,l% *

P

On 26 April, the Postmaster General officially banned the despatch of mail to Spain and its colonies. Such mail
matter then in the postal system was separated; a special label was affixed or rubber stamp marking applied, and it
was retumned to the sender. (The lower cover is an example of foreign mail transiting the U.S. that was so treated.)




UNITED STATES Virginia
Cuban Relief Fund April 1898
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Although most of Central and South America successfully threw off Spanish rule early in the 19th Century, the
Caribbean possessions of Cuba and Puerto Rico continued to be controlled by Spain for another 85 years. The
first revolt in Cuba in the 1870s failed, but unrest continued. On 28 February 1895, a more serious insurrection
broke out, which eventually gained the sympathy of American public opinion.

The above cover, Registered No. 2 from a small town in Virginia, undoubtedly contained a cash donation to the
Cuban Relief Fund being gathered by a group at "The Bible House" in New York, where it arrived on 4 April.



UNITED STATES Chicamauga Nat'l. Park, Ga.

Training Camps 24 July 1898
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In 1898, the active U.S. Army consisted of only 28,000 men, scattered throughout military posts from coast to
coast. Following the declaration of war on 21 April 1898, President McKinley issued a call for 125,000
volunteers in order to build up forces for the invasion of Cuba and Puerto Rico. Training camps were set up in
various locations, many of which had no postal facilities. Thus, arrangements had to be made to open new
offices. Often, provisional postmarks with movable letters, similar to those used in the Railway Mail Service,
were placed into use -- as above at Camp Thomas in Georgia.
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UNITED STATES Dunn Loring, Va.
Training Camps 3 August 1898
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Further RMS-type provisional postmarks.
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Provisional postmarks used at Camp Thomas, Georgia and Camps Femandina and Cuba Libre, Florida.



UNITED STATES Mil. Sta. Middletown, Pa.
Training Camps 26 September 1898

Mil. Sta. Anniston, Ala.
9 October 1898

Mil. Sta. Lexington, Ky.
14 October 1898

ARMY AND NAVY CHRISTIAN COMMISSION
OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS,
3 WesT 29tH STrREET, N. Y. CI1TY,

If not called for in Five Days,
return to

Provisional military station postmarks used at Middletown and Camps Shipp, Alabama and Hamilton, Kentucky.






