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Registered covers from Jerusalem bearing cachets of small sub-units -- the Royal Carabinieri and the Italian 

Guards. The latter were assigned to protect the Christian shrines in the city. 
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Additional unit cachets were introduced as reinforcements were rotated from other areas. Above are those for the 

"Ist Company of Italian Scouts in Palestine" and “Italian Military Expeditionary Corps - Palestine." Only two 
examples have been recorded of this latter marking. 
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One type of marking was used as a combination unit cachet and censor verification. It was oval in shape and 

applied in violet, red brown and red, as shown above. 
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Examples of other markings used on military cards. Two-line handstamp reading "Italian Military Expeditionary 
Corps in Palestine” is unrecorded in the Sorani handbook, shown here used from British APO SZ17 in Jaffa. 
Lower example has thin circles and wording "Royal Italian Carabinieri Detachment in Jerusaiem/Headquarters." 



PALESTINE Damas 
Inbound Military Mail 8 December 1918 

As the Turkish front collapsed, the EEF advanced northward from Palestine into Syria. The British force was 

accompanied by a very small Italian unit, known as the Bertoni Group. This cover was sent from a member of the 

group to Colonel Pesanti, Commandant of the Italian troops in Jaffa, providing a highly elusive usage. 



OLTRE GIUBA 

This territory, known as Trans-Jubaland, consisted of 33,000 Square miles at the eastern edge of Kenya. Italy had complained that it had not been rewarded when the former German colonies were divided up following World 
War I. As a substitute, the British carved off a 50 to 100 mile slice of Kenya with 12,000 inhabitants (mostly 
illiterate Somali nomads) and transferred it to Italy on 29 June 1925. At that time, a set of current Italian definitives overprinted "Oltre Giuba" was placed on sale. 

Kisimaio 

6 July 1925 

This cover, with a single franking of a 60 centesimi overprint was mailed Just one week after the Italians took 
over Oltre Giuba. However, the mail service was not yet functioning very efficiently, as indicated by the 24-day 
transit time to Molfetta (Bari Province). Note the initial "Kisimaio" spelling of the name of the capital. 



OLTRE GIUBA 
Kisimaio Overprints on Italy 

14 July 1925 
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This extraordinary value declared letter was insured for Lire 6,000 and sent to the Bank of Italy in Mogadiscio, 
Somalia. It was franked with Lire 18.- in overprinted stamps, consisting of all four of the highest denominations. 
(The Sassone catalogue does not list a price for any of these stamps used on cover above the Lira |.- value. 
indicating the rarity of this particular franking. Note the use of the "A" label (Assuricate) for insured mail. 
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The first postmark reading Kisimaio had arrived with a Somali spelling. However, the authorities felt that a 
cancel with Italian spelling would be more suitable. A second cds was thus produced and introduced in the fall of 
1925. Note the picture postcard showing the new Commissioner, Signor Zoli, being transported across the Juba 
River to take possession of the Trans-Juba colony on 29 June 1925. 




