TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE Constantinopoli
Naval Mail 7 November 1921




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE R. Nave Sardegna
Naval Mail 28 March 1922

Official military mail was still entitled to be sent free from Italian warship post offices in 1922. The old battleship
Sardegna had been converted to a floating workshop in 1919 but nevertheless was still processing mail. Cover
sent from the "Liquidation Office/Italian Naval Base/Constantinople."




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE
Civil Mail

The foreign post offices abroad in Turkey were closed down at the beginning of World War I on 30 September
1914. However, with the postwar Allied occupation, some of these offices were reopened -- the Italian one
located near the Galata Bridge took over from the military office on 1 July 1921.

Constantinopoli
5 December 1921

At first, ordinary postage stamps of Italy were used to pay postage, serving as forerunners for the forthcoming
issues surcharged in Turkish currency. Used here to pay postage on a registered letter to Czechoslovakia. Note
the postmark which dates back to the prewar period but has the branch name "Stamboul" excised.




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE Constantinopoli
Civil Mail 20 January 1922

The first new stamps consisted of 3,400 sets of five values of the current Italian definitives surcharged locally in
Turkish currency and issued in November 1921. This series is shown here on a registered cover to Switzerland.




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE

Civil Mail with Instructional Marking

Constantinopoli
18 March 1922
21 March 1922

COMPTOIR COMMERCIAL DU LEVANT

Sinasson Han, Perchembé Bazar, Galata
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This effort was
thwarted when the
Constantinople post *
office applied an
instructional marking
reading "Payment in
Piasters is authorized
by the U.P.U. in
Berne. Do Not Tax."
Note the two
different postmarks
in use at this time,
with the name of the
city and "ltalian
Post" reversed.
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The first surcharged
stamps sent out from
Italy were issued from
December 1921 to
March 1922. These
were similar to the first
local overprints but
with different values.
However, some of the
postal clerks back in
Italy, not accustomed
to seeing Italian stamps
surcharged in a strange
currency, attempted to
collect postage due.
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TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE Constantinopoli
Civil Mail 24 August 1922

COSTANTINGPOLI,

| Postaltaliana !

On the theory that Constantinople was the only Italian civil post office functioning in the area, the next set sent
out was overprinted "Constantinopoli" as well as being surcharged in Turkish currency. In this case, there were
9,000 sets of five denominations issued from May to September 1922. As there was no stamp of 3.75 piasters that
would pay the postage for frequently-encountered double-weight letters to Europe, a local overprint in this
denomination was produced and issued on 5 August 1922.




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE
Civil Mail

Constantinopoli
27 November 1922
30 January 1923
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Later, a set of 10 surcharges with large letters and numerals was issued in October and November 1922. Shown
here on registered covers to Germany and Switzerland, the latter sent by the Ottoman Society for Electricity.




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE Constantinopoli
Civil Mail , 12 October 1922

In August 1922, as part of a seemingly never-ending stream of different issues, stamps with a new type of
surcharge were provided. In this case, a particularly heavy type face was utilized. Examples shown here on bank
correspondence from Constantinople to Rome.




TURKEY - CONSTANTINOPLE March 1923
Prepared but Unissued Stamps for Civil Mail

Gt B n
RS

In March 1923, what was to be a final set of eight Italian definitives surcharged in Turkish currency was prepared.
However, before they could be issued it was decided that since Constantinople was the only Italian civil office
still functioning in Turkey, the stamps should also be overprinted with the name of that city. Thus, the set shown
above was never sold at the post office, although a few sets subsequently came into philatelic hands.







