
SASENO 

Italian forces occupied the Island of Saseno off the coast of Albania on 30 October 1914. There was no normal 
postal service during World War I except military mail routed through Valona. The first postmark for Saseno did 
not appear until 1922. When the Peace Commission confirmed the Italian possession of the island, a set of eight 
definitives overprinted "Saseno" was issued and used between April and October 1923. Subsequently, normal 
unoverprinted Italian stamps were in use until the island was given up in 1943, 

Distacc. R. Marina/Saseno (Valona) 

6 January 1922 
25 January 1923 
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The initial postmark was inscribed "Royal Naval Detachment/Saseno (Valona)" as shown above on a piece from a 
registered letter and a cover bearing Esperanto propaganda. 



SASENO 

Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 
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Saseno/Isole 

30 March 1923 

20 March 1923 
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When the Peace Commissions finished their work, the 1913 boundaries of Albania were confirmed except that 
Italy received Saseno. As a result, a civil post office was opened on 6 February 1923, using a new postmark 
inscribed "Island of Saseno." Examples shown on a postcard and a receipt for a registered letter. 



SASENO Saseno/Isole 
Overprints on Italy 12 June 1923 

Once the Italian sovereignty was confirmed, it was time to issue new stamps to publicize the augmentation of the 
national territory. Thus, 2,000 sets of eight Italian definitives showing King Victor Emmanuel III were 
overprinted "Saseno" and issued in April 1923. The complete set shown here on a philatelically-influenced cover. 



SASENO Saseno/Isole 
Overprints on Italy 18 May 1923 
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BS Nr. 1583 Printed in A 

Commercial use of these stamps is exceedingly scarce, with only six such covers recorded (per Buzzetti). Upper 
example is a postcard sent to the Naval Ministry in Rome. Lower cover to Denmark is regarded by the exhibitor 
as the most important example of postal history showing franking with the overprinted stamps, being a 
commercial usage, registered and to an unusual destination. 



SASENO Saseno/Isole 
Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 12 September 1923 

As the overprinted stamps were used up, no new printings were made. As a result, unoverprinted Italian 
definitives were placed back in use. In the case of the above cover, a pair of | lira stamps was used to pay postage 
and registry fee to Switzerland and then on to Austria. 



CORFU 

In August 1923, members of the Interallied Mission operating on site for the delimitation of the border between 
Albania and Greece were ambushed by Greek terrorists. Their leader, Italian General Tellini, and two of his aides 
were killed. Italy demanded that Greece pay a heavy indemnity to the families and, when prompt action was not 
forthcoming, sent warships and landed 8,000 men on the Island of Corfu on 31 August. Shortly thereafter, Greece 
backed down and paid 50 million lire, which resulted in an Italian withdrawal on 27 September. 

Poste Italiane/Brindisi Transiti 

September 1923 
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Above cover is an example of an unfranked official registered letter from the Boundary Commission through the 
Italian Consulate in Santi Quaranta to Bologna. Mail sent from the Commission is most unusual. 



R. Nave San Marco 
CORFU 

7 September 1923 Naval Mail 

R. Nave Conte di Cavour 

22 September 1923 
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The earliest examples of mail from the punitive expedition to Corfu have the marking of the San Marco and were 
sent through the Greek post office. Later mail is recorded with naval postmarks from the on board offices, such 
as the Conte Cavour on the lower card. 



CORFU Corfu/Poste Italiane 
Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 21 September 1923 
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An Italian post office was opened on 11 September. Initially, unoverprinted Italian stamps were used, as shown 
here on a postcard to Milan. 



CORFU Corfu/Poste Italiane 
Overprints on Italy 25 September 1923 

On 20 September, a set of eight Italian definitives depicting the King and overprinted "Corfu" were placed on 
sale. Reportedly, 20,000 sets were printed, but at least half of these were sold as remainders at the philatelic 
office in Rome after the occupation had ended. 




