VENEZIA GIULIA
American Sailors Mail
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27 March 1919
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At the end of the war, American warships in the Mediterranean sailed into the former Austro-Hungarian naval
bases, including Fiume, Pola, Spalato and Trieste. Mail from U.S. sailors sent through the Italian military or civil
post offices provides one of the most unusual usages of the Italian overprinted stamps.




AUSTRIA - HUNGARY

In addition to occupying the Trentino and Venezia Giulia, Italian troops moved north into Austria-Hungary
proper. In Austria, military post offices were operated in key locations, such as Innsbruck and Vienna, while the
handling of civil mail was left to the newly-declared Republic of German-Austria. In Hungary, an Italian Military
Mission functioned in Budapest. All of these forces were evacuated after the new boundaries were finalized.

Posta Militare 2
17 February 1919

Posta Militare 87
18 June 1919
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The upper card was sent from PM 2 in Landeck, North Tyrol, the lower card from PM 87 in Villach, Carinthia
during the occupation period.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Posta Militare 151

Military Mail 8 January 1919

14 May 1919

Salon Prague.

PM 151 operated in Austria from November 1918 to November 1919, primarily in Innsbruck, the capital of the
North Tyrol. Lower card, sent at the printed matter rate has cachet of the "HQ Innsbruck Station/Refugee Office.”
not seen otherwise by exhibitor.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

Posta Militare 124
Military Mail

8 June 1919

Posta Militare 87
15 June 1919
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Picture postcards of Vienna sent from the Austrian capital. Upper example has cachet of the "Telegraph Service
if the Italian Military Armistice Mission/Vienna." Lower card franked with German-Austria 20 heller adhesive
and sent to Bologna.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Posta Militare 81
Armistice Commission 19 January 1919
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Upper cover was sent by an Italian Colonel from the High Command of the Armistice Commission in Vienna.
Lower cover from PM 151 in Innsbruck to Milan was sent by a member of the Civil Affairs and Repatriation
Section of the Italian Armistice Commission.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Posta Militare 124
Military Mail 13 July 1919

""Missione di Vienna' Airmail Vignette

In April 1919 a special semi-official vignette was printed for the Italian Military Mission in Vienna to prepay fees
on airmail flown back home on Italian planes. These were affixed to letters and cancelled with a two-line
marking reading "Aspern Airfield." Only 42 copies of this label were issued. The sender's address on the reverse
of the cover is noted as "Italian Armistice Commission Caproni, Aspern Field, Vienna, Austria."




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

Posta Militare 124
Military Mail

27 April 1919

Trieste
4 September 1919
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Surcharged stamps for the liberated territory were not valid in the military post offices in Austria proper, so a

normal Italian stamp was added to pay postage on the upper cover. Lower example is inbound from Trieste to
Vienna, where it received a censor marking inscribed "Special Courier Office Vienna" on the reverse.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Gorizia
Courier Mail 15 August 1919

While Italian troops were stationed in Austria, the military ran a courier service to deliver mail between Trieste
and Vienna. Most such letters seen by exhibitor were franked with the "Venezia Giulia" overprinted stamps,
postmarked in Trieste and turned over to the couriers for delivery. Thus, this example is unusual in that it is
obviously a commercial letter but without any evidence of postage being paid. (This may reflect the fact that it
was sent from Gorizia, which was also in the annexed territory.) Backstamped with a straight-line marking
inscribed "Special Courier Office Vienna."







