VENEZIA GIULIA Parenzo
Overprints on Austria 25 February 1919
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There were 18 different stamps and a postal card overprinted "Venezia Giulia." However, this set excluded the 90
heller and included a 3 kronen. Quantities of some denominations were modest, i.e. 2,000, 1,800 and 1,600 of the
2 kronen, 3 kronen and 4 kronen, respectively. (Only 37 copies of the 10 kronen were overprinted, and it is rarely
seen.) In view of the depressed state of the economy at the end of the war, there was no commercial need for high
values, which are only seen on covers used philatelically, such as the front of a registered letter above.
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The "Venezia Giulia" overprints were used at both the military and civil post offices in the liberated territory.
Examples shown are properly paid at 10 heller for postcards and 20 heller for a letter. These items were mailed
from FPO 63 (14th Army Corps), FPO 46 (HQ of the 3rd Army) and FPO 55 (Supply Corps of the 4th Army).
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During the early part of the occupation, the post offices continued to use the old Austrian postmarks and registry
labels in conjunction with the overprinted stamps. In this case, the old cds with bilingual German and Italian
lettering, i.e. Triest/Trieste, had the German word excised.
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A decision was made that it would be more politically correct to use Italian stamps depicting the King instead of
Austrian ones. As a result, a trial printing was made of 200 copies of a thin overprint reading "Venezia/Giulia/3.
XI. 18." on the 50 centesimi stamp. Although not sold at the post office, an example is shown here used on a
postal card; it is signed by F. A. Zanetti who describes it as "probably unique.” Although this format was not
approved for overprinting stamps, it was used for postal cards.
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A decision was made that overprints inscribed "Venezia/Giulia" should be made on Italian stamps. The first nine
values were issued between 6 and 21 December 1918, but the 1 and 2 centesimi stamps were not issued until
January 1919. Only 12,000 copies of the 60 cent. denomination were printed, and stamps from this series are
seldom seen on covers as they were replaced by those surcharged in Italian currency issued on 7 January 1919.
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In addition to the stamps, the same overprint was used on a postal card. Franking on the cover below was 70
centesimi to pay postage, registration and the special delivery fee.
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Austrian currency was still in general circulation in the occupied territories, so the Italians issued 5 and 20 heller
denominations on 20 February 1919 with the "Venezia Giulia" overprint but also surcharged. A similar postal
card was also overprinted. Lower card shows mixed franking with the subsequent issue.







