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THE EXPANSION OF ITALY FOLLOWING WORLD WAR
1918-1926

This exhibit examines the postal history of the Italian occupation and/or annexation of former Austro-
Hungarian and Ottoman territories in the period following World War I. These two former members of
the enemy Central Powers surrendered on 3 November and 30 October 1918, respectively, opening up
their lands to the entry of Italian and other Allied troops.

The first priority of the government was to take over "Italia Irredenta," i.e. Austrian territories inhabited
by ethnic Italians, including the southern Trentino, Venezia Giulia and parts of Dalmatia. A second
priority was adjacent lands considered strategically important, which included northern Trentino (South
Tyrol to the Austrians) and coastal areas along the eastern shore of the Adriatic as far south as Albania.

In addition to sending troops to occupy the Ottoman capital of Constantinople, Italian forces were
deployed in Palestine, where they hoped to be assigned to protect the Christian shrines, and southeast
Anatolia, where Italy sought special economic privileges. In the end, however, Palestine became a
British mandate, and Anatolia was turned over to the Turkish Nationalist government.

Naturally, all of this activity had considerable philatelic consequences. In addition to military mail,
civil postal services had to be developed in the various political entities. The Italians were especially
attuned to the fact that the issuance of stamps for new territories provided good internal propaganda
after the harsh times during the war and served to enhance the country's standing internationally.
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The victory over its ancient enemy, Austria-Hungary, was cause for great celebration
in Italy. A grand review of the troops, led by King Victor Emmanuel III, held in the
newly-liberated city of Trieste, is depicted on the above commemorative postcard.

Since most of the activity shown took place essentially simultaneously, the exhibit is presented
geographically from west to east in the order shown on the following Plan Page. There is an imbalance
of material from territories that issued more stamps, i.e. Fiume, but a substantial effort has been made to
include all areas and significant events.



THE EXPANSION OF ITALY FOLLOWING WORLD WAR I
1918-1926

PLAN OF EXHIBIT

Material in this exhibit will be shown geographically from west to east, starting with the
Trentino up to the Brenner Pass and running through Oltre Giuba in East Africa:

Trentino -- 1918-1925
Venezia-Giulia -- 1918-1925
Austria-Hungary Proper -- 1919-1923
Fiume -- 1918-1924
Dalmatia -- 1919-1921
Montenegro -- 1919
Albania --1918-1921
Saseno -- 1922-1923
Corfu -- 1923
Turkey Proper:
Constantinople -- 1919-1923
Smyrna -- 1919-1923
Adalia -- 1919-1921
Scalanova -- 1919-1922
Castelrosso -- 1921-1924
Palestine -- 1918-1920
Oltre Giuba -- 1925-1926

Cover mailed from the newly-liberated town of Borghetto sull'Adige
on 3 November 1918, the day the Austrians signed the
Armistice agreement ending the war.



TRENTINO

Following the armistice with Austria-Hungary on 3 November 1918, Italian troops advanced to occupy all of the
Trentino, a triangular-shaped territory between the former Italian border and the Brenner Pass. Anxious to
philatelically commemorate their victory, within eight days of the signing of the armistice they had gathered up
the supplies of Austrian definitive stamps available in the post offices, overprinted them "Kingdom of
Italy/Trentino/3 nov. 1918," and placed them on sale. These stamps were theoretically valid for postage until 19
June 1924 but in fact were quickly replaced with Italian stamps overprinted "Venezia Tridentina."

Povo
29 December 1918

Quantities available of the 18 denominations varied widely. Some of the higher values are very scarce and have
not been seen on cover by exhibitor. This applies to the 90 heller (200 printed), 2 kronen (350) and 4 kronen
(210). In addition, only 11 copies of the 10 kronen were found and overprinted so this value was never sold at the
post offices but given out to high dignitaries according to Bolaffi. Due to complaints raised by those not getting
an example, 20 more were acquired and a second printing made. However, it is rarely seen for obvious reasons.



TRENTINO Meran
Overprints on Austria 3 December 1918
Civil Postmarks

Povo

27 December 1918
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During the early part of the occupation, the post offices continued to use the old Austrian postmarks and registry
labels in conjunction with the overprinted stamps. Upper cover paid 20 heller postage + 25 heller registration
internally to Italy. Lower example paid 25 heller postage + 25 heller registration to France.




TRENTINO
First Overprints on Italy

Trento
10 January 1919

Posta Militare 124
29 December 1918
6 January 1919
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It was soon decided that it would be more politically correct to use Italian stamps instead of Austrian ones. As a

result, a new issue of 4,100 sets consisting of nine denominations of the King Victor Emmanuel III definitives
was overprinted "Venezia/Tridentina" and issued on 20 December 1918.




TRENTINO Trento
Second Overprints on Italy 3 January 1919

Meran
7 February 1919
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Because Austrian currency was still in general circulation in the occupied territories, the Italians issued a new set
in January 1919 of the three most common denominations with the "Venezia Tridentina" overprint but also
surcharged in heller. A similar postal card was also printed. These were valid for postage until 19 April 1919.







