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The usual rubber cds was introduced on 7 August 1912 and used until March or April 1913. Piscopi is ranked

second only to Lipso as the least important member of the Dodecanese Group. Unfortunately, this means that non-

philatelic covers are essentially non-existent, so collectors today have to make do with what can be obtained.



PISCOPI

Special Overprints

Unoverprinted Italian Stamps

<n ae eee

5 a ~ be

* Sea esa

uN =

The steel cds arrived in March or April 1913 and it remained in exclusive use until the late 1930s.

Poste Italiane/Piscopi (Egeo)

31 December 1913

10 December 1914



Poste Italiane/Piscopi (Egeo)

24 December 1929
PISCOPI

Mixed Franking of Italian and Rodi Definitives
16 November 1930
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This datestamp was the standard marking used in Piscopi from 1913 until the late 1930s.



PISCOPI Piscopi/(Egeo)
Special Overprints on Commemoratives 28 August 1932

ISOLE ITALIANE DELL’ EGEO
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Standard Piscopi postmark used on first day cover of the Garibaldi commemoratives and sent to the National
Committee for the SOth Anniversary of the death of Garibaldi.



RODI

Rhodes was by far the most important member of the Dodecanese Group, with 545 square miles and a

population of around 37,000 during the early Italian period. It has excellent agricultural areas producing
fruit, vegetables and wine. Tourism is also an important economic factor. The Italian 6th Division

arrived in Rhodes-Town on 5 May 1912, and the last of the Turkish defenders gave up on the 16th.

Poste Italiane/Rodi (Egeo)

26 July 1912
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as described at the beginning of the exhibit. The civil office

1912 until September when it was replaced by the steel

cancel. Italian postage was used in the early period,but stamps previously overprinted for use in the

offices in the Levant were accepted. This obviously philatelic cover is franked with stamps bearing the

"“Constantinopoli" overprint, including the 20 and 40 piaster high values. Sent to the Bank of Athens in

Mersina, it was backstamped for arrival at the Austrian post office abroad there on 30 July 1912.

The first Italian post office was military,

used a rubber cds from its opening 8 June



RODI Poste Italiane/Rodi (Egeo)
Special Overprints 6 January 1913

The first steel cds for Rhodes was placed in service in September 1912 and used until the 1930s. As with the other
islands, the initial seven values of the special "Rodi" overprints were issued on 1 December 1912. The above
examples used on registered cover to Switzerland, where it was backstamped for arrival in Basel on 12 January.



RODI ; Rodi/(Egeo)

Special Overprints 29 December 1915
30 May 1916
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A second steel cds for Rhodes no longer had the “Italian Posts" inscription but merely the name of the post office.

It was placed in service in November 1913 and continued with minor variations until the early 1930s.



Rodi/(Egeo)

28 January 1916

23 May 1916

RODI

Military Mail
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Postcards sent by members of military units during World War I. Note that the one addressed to Morocco required

payment of the 10 centesimi postage for an international card.



RODI Commune di Rodi/(Egeo)

Official Mail 25 December 1918
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The above handstamp was used for local delivery of messages from the administration of Rhodes Town. It is not

described in the literature but is clearly official based on the imprinted comer card on the reverse of the envelope.



RODI Poste Ital. Racc. Ass./Rodi (Egeo)
Special Overprints 18 February 1919

PE 285

Markings for special postal services were only provided to Rhodes, not the other islands. This example was for
registered and insured mail (Raccomandate e Assuricate).



RODI Rodi (Egeo)
Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 16 April 1923
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By the early 1920s the special overprints for the individual islands were phased out and ordinary Italian postage was

being used. In this case, a pair of 50 cent. values was used on a registered letter to Germany.



RODI : Poste Ital. Racc. Ass./Rodi (Egeo)

Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 26 November 1925

BANCO DI ROMA
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This example of the postmark for registered and insured mail (Raccomandate e Assuricate) was used to cancel a

pair of the commemoratives for the 25th Anniversary of the Reign of Victor Emmanuel III.



RODI oo
Unoverprinted Italian Stamp rere nace ae entber 1094
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Special marking for registered and insured mail (Raccomandate e Assuricate) shown used on i i

Rhodes to the Italian Commercial Bank in Rome. ) a registry receipt from



RODI Rodi/(Egeo)
Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 31 December 1926
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This steel cancel with larger and squared-off letters was introduced in 1926 and used until the mid-1930s. Shown
here canceling commemoratives for the 700th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi.



RODI a‘ Rodi (Egeo

Mixed Franking of Aegean & Italian Stamp 11 Secnaber 1932
Posta Aerea/Rodi (Egeo)

30 August 1931
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The above covers sent to the U.S. show usage of the standard postmarks of Rhodes Town for ordinary mail and

airmail during the 1930s. In fact, there were a number of similar canceling devices used, but the differences are so

minor as to be irrelevant for the purposes of this study.



RODI Rodi/(Egeo)
Italian Special Delivery Stamp 22 February 1932
General Aegean Islands Commemoratives

Italian stamps commemorating the 700th anniversary of the birth of St. Anthony were overprinted for the Aegean
Islands. One was used above to pay the ordinary postage, with an Italian special delivery stamp being added for the
express fee. An unusual mixed franking.


