
THE ITALIANS IN THE AEGEAN ISLANDS 1912 - 1943

Italy was a latecomer to the hunt for colonies, and by the beginning of the 20th Century, the pickings
were getting very slim. Sensing that the Ottoman Empire held some outlying areas that might be

obtained with modest effort, the Italo-Turkish War was undertaken in 1911. The first step was the

invasion of the Turkish territory of Libya, thus creating the first Italian colony in North Africa.

In the spring of 1912, the Italians decided to open a second front against the obviously weak Turks,

sending a naval squadron to the Dodecanese (“twelve islands" in Greek -- actually thirteen if Stampalia

is counted, although it is one of the Cyclades) in the eastern part of the Aegean Sea. The first landing

was by marines from the warships at Stampalia on 26 April, followed by the main force -- the Sixth

Army Division -- at Rhodes on 5 May. By the end of that month, all of the islands had been seized, with

the Italian occupation being confirmed when the Turks signed the Treaty of Ouchy on 15 August 1912.

The exhibit starts with a few covers from the early occupation period, mostly military, but the bulk of

the presentation is divided into two sections. The first is geographical and shows covers with postmarks

from each individual island, whether franked with its own overprints, normal Italian stamps or those

issued for use generally in the Aegean Islands. The second section is chronological and shows the

various Commemoratives and definitive stamps that were issued for the Aegean and used on Rhodes.
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The first Italian post office in the Aegean was the military station for the 6th Division on Rhodes. This facility was

in operation from 10 May 1912 to 31 October 1913. The above card was mailed on the first day of service.

The geographic nomenclature in the Aegean area is confused by the fact that the islands had both

Turkish and Greek names, but these were not easily translated into Italian. For example, the stamps

provided for the island called Calymnos in English were actually overprinted "Calimno" by the Italians,

even though the cancel reads "Kalimno." Later versions are even spelled "Kalymno" and "Calino." For

purposes of the exhibit, which is shown alphabetically by island in the first section, the spelling that has

been adopted is that used on the initial overprints on the stamps.



THE ITALIANS IN THE AEGEAN ISLANDS 1912 - 1943 -- Plan of Exhibit

This exhibit is designed as a marcophily study. After starting with a few examples of mail from the beginning of
the occupation, postmarks on the covers in the exhibit are presented alphabetically by island (spelled as on the the
original overprints) and then chronologically, followed by general issues for the colony used on Rhodes:

Calimno Leros Rodi
Caso Lipso Scarpanto
Castelrosso Niseros Simi
Cos Patmos Stampalia
Karki Piscopi General Issues
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AEGEAN Individual Islands:
ISLANDS 1. Calimno 8. Niseros

COLONY 2. Caso 9. Patmos

3. Castelrosso 10. Piscopi

12 4. Cos 11. Rodi

5. Karki 12. Scarpanto

6. Leros 13. Simi

aa 7. Lipso 14. Stampalia

An early picture postcard with scenes of Stampalia mailed from that island to Libya in August 1912. It received Greek and
Italian military cachets on Stampalia but was sent on to Kalimno for processing, where it was postmarked on 17 August.



AEGEAN ISLANDS

Military Mail
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Posta Militare/6a. Divisione

3 November 1912

R. Nave Sani Giorgio

14 March 1913
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Cards and letters sent by Army and Navy personnel was free of postage during the initial occupation period. The

upper card has the unit cachet of the “Headquarters of the Special Division/Rhodes." Lower card sent from Leros

by a Sailor on the warship San Giorgio.



AEGEAN ISLANDS a, Poste Italiane/Rodi (Egeo)
First Civil Post Office 11 June 1912

18 July 1912
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The end of Turkish resistance on 16 May 1912 permitted an early transition to civil government. Thus, the first
civilian post office in the islands was opened on Rhodes on 8 June using the premises of the former Harbor Branch
(Echelle) of the Turkish Post. Initially, unoverprinted Italian stamps were placed on sale, and a circular rubber
handstamp was introduced as a cancellation.



AEGEAN ISLANDS Poste Italiane/Rodi (Egeo)

"EGEO" Overprints 27 November 1912
10 December 1912
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On 22 September, the first special stamps issued for the Aegean Islands were 25 and 50 centesimi Italian ones

overprinted "EGEO." Their purpose was fiscal, not political, reflecting losses of international mail business to the

foreign post offices abroad in Rhodes which were pricing their services in devalued Turkish piasters. To meet this
challenge, the Italians sold these stamps for 1 and 2 piasters, respectively, but overprinted them so that they could
not be sent back to the home country and used for full face value. These stamps were valid in all of the islands.



AEGEAN ISLANDS Poste Ital. Vaglia Risp./Rodi (Egeo)

"EGEO" Overprints 12 December 1912

Poste Ital. Racc. Ass./Rodi (Egeo)

21 November 1912
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In addition, new metal datestamps were provided for use with special services. The lower one was inscribed for use
on registered and insured mail. The upper example was issued for money orders and postal savings, even though

used here for registration.



' CALIMNO

This island comprises 49 square miles and lies between Cos and Leros. In 1912, the population was

about 25,000, second only to Rhodes in numbers and influence. The local inhabitants had a well above-

average standard of living, primarily due to highly lucrative sponge fishing in the area. With the arrival

of the Italian warships Pisa and San Marco on 12 May 1912, the Turkish garrison surrendered, and

control of the government was asserted by Rear-Admiral Presbitero.

Kalymnos

27 June 1912

Pending arrival of the new Italian cds on 1 July, the old Turkish postmark continued in use but with the

Arabic wording in the upper portion of the dial being excised. The above cover was properly franked

with 25 centesimi in unoverprinted Italian stamps for an international letter. On the reverse, it bears a

transit mark of Piraeus, Greece and a receiving mark in Florida, although the dates are illegible.



CALIMNO a, Poste Italiane/Kalimno (Egeo)
Special Overprints 13 January 1913

For political propaganda purposes, not to mention philatelic revenues, the Italians decided to issue separate stamps
for each of the thirteen islands in the Dodecanese Group. Accordingly, sets of seven values from 2 cent. to 50 cent.
depicting King Victor Emmanuel III that were then current in Italy were duly overprinted and placed on sale on 1
December 1912. A circular rubber handstamp was used to cancel the mail until March 1913.



CALIMNO oo Poste Italiane/Kalymno (Egeo)
Special Overprints 9 March 1913

4 August 1913
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A metal cds was introduced in March 1913 and remained in use into the 1920s. It is shown here used on a philatelic

cover to Switzerland and on a picture postcard to Belgium. Note that tourism was a significant activity in the

Dodecanese at the time (and remains so today). Thus, picture postcards were printed and sold.



CALIMNO Poste Italiane/Kalymno (Egeo)
Special Overprints 3 March 1916

27 October 1921

The inland letter rate to Italy was raised from 15 cent. to 20 cent. in 1915. As there were no stamps of this
denomination, stocks of the 15 cent. were surcharged "cent. 20" and issued in J anuary 1916. A new 20 cent. value
in the original design but printed in orange was issued in June 1917. This is an extremely difficult stamp to find on
cover, but a philatelically-inspired one to Switzerland is shown above.



CALIMNO Poste Italiane/Kalymno (Egeo)

Military Mail 11 January 1914

RR. Poste Italiane/Kalymno (Egeo)

24 June 1918
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Military mail continued to be sent free of postage. However, a good deal of searching is required to find

appropriate unit cachets for some of the smaller islands.

Note that the lower fieldpost card has a different cancel than those shown heretofore. The wording is similar except

for the addition of "RR. (Royal)" at the upper left of the dial. Introduced in 1914 and used into the 1920s, but

considered scarce in the Tchilinghirian handbook.



CALIMNO Poste Italiane/Kalymno (Egeo)
Unoverprinted Italian Stamp 6 February 1925
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Unusual usage of an Italian stamp (surcharged 50 cent. on 40 cent.) to pay the fee on an Advice of Receipt form for
an intra-colony registered letter mailed from Rodi to Calimno. This form was signed by the recipient and the postal
clerk and returned under cover to the originating office on Rodi.



CALIMNO Ufficio Postale Telegrafico/Calino
Unoverprinted Italian Stamps 28 October 1926

Rodi Definitives
Poste-Calino/Egeo

5 July 1933
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A third steel cancel for Calimno (this time with the spelling of the island being an Italianized "Calino," was

introduced in 1925 and used until the late 1930s. It is described in the Tchilinghirian handbook as being "very

scarce" used on the stamps of Italy. In addition, an unusual datestamp inscribed "Poste-Calino" was also used

during the 1930s; it is listed as uncommon.



CALIMNO Calino/Egeo

Rodi Definitives 22 November 1938

14 May 1941
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There were two types of cancels inscribed Calino/Egeo. The first had geometric figures at the sides, while the

second had stars in the same locations. The former was used from about 1925 until the late 1930s; the latter from
1940 to 1943. These postmarks are relatively common, but the destinations of the covers shown -- to the
Cameroons and Sweden -- are distinctly uncommon.



CASO

This island comprises 27 square miles and lies at the southern end of the Dodecanese, about five miles

to the east of Scarpanto. There was little economic activity on the island, and the population did not

exceed 1,750 in 1912. With the arrival of the warships Regina Elena and Alpino on 13 May 1912, the

Turkish authorities surrendered, and control of the government was assumed by the Italians.

Poste Italiane/Caso (Egeo)
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The Italians reportedly opened the post office on Caso on 21 July 1912 and used a rubber datestamp to

cancel mail. Because of the lack of business activity, commercial covers are hardly ever seen. Thus, the

examples shown here are an Italian reply card (not used for that purpose but with a long message on the

reverse) sent to Switzerland and a registered cover sent to the Frigate Captain in Venice with the new

overprinted stamps that had been placed on sale on 1 December 1912.



CASO Poste Italiane/Caso (Egeo)

Rodi Overprints 6 Merch 1913

This cover was sent from Caso although franked with three Italian stamps overprinted "Rodi." This is an unusual

combination not seen previously by exhibitor. Backstamped for receipt in Rhodes on 29 March, three weeks later.


