CAROLINE ISLANDS

Following the loss of Guam and the Philippines to the Americans, Spain was not in a position to administer its
lesser Pacific possessions. Thus, the Caroline Islands were sold to Germany, which was in the market for
colonies. The official transfer took place on 18 June 1899, but the first post office was not opened until October
at Ponape, the administrative capital of the Eastern Carolines.
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Postmark used from 12 October 1899 to 20 April 1905



CAROLINE ISLANDS
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Postmark used from 13 November 1905 to August 1914

A replacement postmark finally arrived and was immediately put into service in the fall of 1905. It differed from
the original in that "(Karolinen)" was placed across the middle of the cds rather than at the bottom. This marking
was used until the Japanese occupation at the beginning of World War I.



CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape Typhoon Provisional
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Post card Briefkaart
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Marking used from 25 April to 13 November 1905

On 20 April 1905, a typhoon destroyed most of Ponape, including the building housing the post office. As a
result, the cancelling device was rendered useless and postal operations shut down until the 25th. As the stock of
5 pfennig stamps was ruined, the Assistant Governor of the colony authorized the use bisected 10 pf. stamps to
pay the post card rate. This "typhoon provisional" was then cancelled with the official seal of the postal agent.




CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape
Validation Marking 12 July 1910

&

Due to an unexpected arrival of the East Asia cruiser squadron on 2 July 1910 (S.M.S. Nurnberg, Scharnhorst and
auxiliary vessels) supplies of the most needed denominations of 5 and 10 pf. stamps for mailing cards and letters
back home ran out. To meet the demand, 500 copies of the 3 pf. stamp were surcharged "5 Pf." and 20 pf. stamps
were bisected and used for 10 pf.. To confirm that these provisionals were properly used, it was required that the
seal of the postal agent be applied near the postmark. Such markings were used from 12 to 31 July 1910.



CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape Cash Franking

Usage from 13 to 31 July 1910

The officially-sanctioned procedure to be followed in the event that postage stamps were not available was to
accept cash payment at the postal counter and appropriately mark the mail matter. Having already created the
provisional stamps on 12 July, Postal Agent Hollborn apparently decided to follow the regulation and began to
utilize cash franking the next day. Note endorsement "5 pf. bez." to indicate payment of post card rate.




| Priifzeichen "BOTHE BPP".

ATTEST

HANS BOTHE

Bundespriifer
Mitglied im Bund der philatelistischen Priifer . V. des BDPh und des APHV

D-1000 Berlin 42, Marienhéher Weg 34, Telefon 7538550
N 2398 Datim  Feount 1981

Die zur Attestierung vorgelegte Postkarte

KAROLINEN = Roter Barfrankierungsvermerk
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Tagesstémpe1 "PONAPE KAROLINEN 31/7 10"
ist in jeder Hinsicht als E C H T zu bestdtigen.

Die mit roter Tinte handschriftlich von dem Postagen-
ten Hollborn auf Ponape vorschriftsmdBig und amtlich

am 31/7 10 angebrachte Barfrankatur gehdort mit zu den
groBen Seltenheiten der Dt.Kolonialphilatelie und ist
als sehr beachtenswert herauszustellen!

/| Die zu beurteilende Postkarte zeigtalle notwéhdigen u.

erforderlichen Echtheitsmerkmale in der Handschrift ||
"Hollborn". Die attestierte Postkarte erhielt doppelte (
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(Hans Bbthé)
BUNDESPRUFER BPP

KONTROLLFOTOS siehe Beiblatt

Priifgebiete: Ehemalige Deutsche Kolonien und Auslandspostdmter
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CAROLINE ISLANDS To Ponape
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(Strafe und Hauenuniner)

Used in December 1912

Exceptional usage of the reply half of a Caroline Islands postal card from the Gilbert & Ellice Islands (a British
protectorate) to Ponape and then forwarded to Jaluit in the Marshall Islands. Written at "Butaritari, 10 XII 12" by
a Herr Kreisig. Because sender used a domestic rate postal card, stamps were added to meet (and overpay by one
pfennig) the U.P.U. tariff. Vemnon type 5 G&EIP "Postal Department" marking is very elusive in its own right.



CAROLINE ISLANDS
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Palau

(Paulau-Inseln)

Postmark used from 4 October 1907 to August 1914

The fourth post office was opened in the colony in the chief town of the Palau Island Group. Only a single
postmark was used from the opening date until the office was closed at the beginning of World War L.






