KIAUTSCHOU : Schatsykou
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Postmark used from 5 July 1909 to September 1914

Schatsykou was a small village located on the Yellow Sea. Although its postal facility opened in February 1908,
the canceller did not arrive until mid-1909. In the interim, mail was sent to Litsun for postmarking.



KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau-Grosses Hafen

Postmark used from 21 February 1910 to September 1914

As a result of an increased need for a postal facility in the port area, a new office was opened in 1910 with cds
reading "Tsingtau-Main Harbor."




KIAUTSCHOU Taitungtschen
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Postmark used from 1 July 1911 to September 1914

The last post office to be opened in the colony was at Taitungtschen, at the southeast corner of Kiautschou Bay. It
was in operation for only a little over three years before the Jaspanese occupation, so that mail with its postmark
is relatively elusive.




KIAUTSCHOU Shanghai-Tientsin Seepost
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Postmark used from May 1901 to June 1914

Once German commercial interests became active in the colony, postal steamers serving the German community
in China proper began to call at Tsingtau. Thus, the postmark of the Shanghai-Tientsin line is found on
Kiautschou stamps.




KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau-Kiautschou Bahnpost

Postmark used from
8 April 1901 to
23 January 1902

Tsingtau-Kaumi Bahnpost

Postmark used
from 24 January
to 1 June 1902

During the construction of the Shantung Railway, postal service was inaugurated on the trains as each stretch was
completed. The first TPO was opened on the route from Tsingtau to Kiautschou City in the spring of 1901. When
the line was extended to Kaumi in the following year, a new postmark so indicating was introduced.




KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau-Weihsien Bahnpost

Postmark used from
2 June 1902 to
1 November 1904

Tsingtau-Tsinanfu Bahnpost

Gouvernementsplatz
mit Gouvernementsdienstgebaude

Im Hintergrunde: Signalberg und Christuskirche
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As the two final stages of the Shantung Railway were completed, appropriate new TPO postmarks were placed in
service. The Tsinanfu version remained in use until the Japanese occupation at the beginning of World War L.

Postmark used from
1 November 1904
to 13 September
1914




KIAUTSCHOU Wartime Postal Card
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Despite heavy Japanese and British shelling of Tsingtau, which began on 29 October and continued until the
surrender, life went on as normally as possible. Sometime after the Japanese attack, a new 4 cent postal card was
issued. Michel records a usage on 2 November, and the latest usage recorded in the Neues Ganzsachen Katalog is
5 November. Cancelled cards are extremely scarce. Above example represents souvenir usage by Garrison
Construction Assistant Eissner on the latest known date.



KIAUTSCHOU ; Fieldpost
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Usage from August to November 1914

At the start of World War I, a State of Siege was declared in Kiautschou on 30 July 1914. Full mobilization was
ordered on 2 August. Japan demanded surrender of the colony on 15 August and, receiving no reply, declared
war on Germany on 23 August. Free franking was introduced for the German military forces on 1 August 1914,
and such mail could be forwarded to addresses outside the colony in the early part of the campaign.






