
KIAUTSCHOU Tsing-tao/China 

In his handbook, Dr. Eduard Ey includes a Chinese marking inscribed “Tsingtao-China" in the list of postmarks 
used in Kiautschou, but neither illustrates the device nor provides any details on when or by whom it was used. 
However, the mark on the above postcard is presumably the one referred to and is included here for reference.



KIAUTSCHOU "Prinz Karneval" Post Office, Tsingtau 
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Marking used on 21 February 1903 

Unrecorded by Friedemann, the handstamp's placement away from the stamp suggests the unofficial character of 
this "post office." However, the card was properly franked and has an appropriate Milwaukee receiving mark. 



KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau First Provisional 
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Usage from 9 May 1900 to 31 December 1901 

When a relief force arrived on the S.S. Dresden on 20 April 1900, the 5 pf. stamps to send postcards home became 
exhausted. Thus, 50,000 copies of the 10 pf. stamps were overprinted "5 Pfg." at the mission printing plant and 
placed on sale on 9 May. After the first day, colored lines were drawn under the new denomination to distinguish 
them from the unsurcharged stamps. Thus, stamps can be found with blue lines, violet lines or no lines.
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KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau Cash Franking 

Usage from 29 June to 31 July 1900 

To try to avoid the need for further surcharging, it was decided that locally-addressed letters presented at the 
counter would be marked in manuscript as having been paid in cash.. Only 16 examples of such mail have been 
recorded; above example has the designation "Sch," indicating the money was received by Postmaster Schulte. 
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SCHWARZKOPF & Co. F. 
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KIAUTSCHOU Tsingtau Second Provisional 

Mi 

Usage from 19 July 1900 to 31 December 1901 

A similar situation occurred when the S.S. K6ln arrived on 16 June 1900. Because the replacement stamps which 
had been ordered were expected to arrive shortly from Berlin, this time only 2,000 stamps were overprinted "5 
Pf." and placed on sale on 19 July. In this case, all copies had the new denomination underlined in blue.



KIAUTSCHOU Taputur 

Wobhnung 
(Girafe 1nd Sausnummer) 

Postmark used from 23 July 1900 to September 1914 

The second post office in the colony was opened at Taputur at the time of the influx of forces into China in 
connection with the Boxer uprising. On opening day (see postcard above) there was a shortage of 5 pfennig 
stamps. As a result, 200 of the 2,000 copies of the second Tsingtau provisionals were sent to Taputur. The single 
postmark was used until the Japanese occupation at the beginning of World War I.



KIAUTSCHOU Feld-Poststation No. 1 

From 5 July 1901 to 14 January 1902 the the cds of Field Post Station No. 1 continued in use at the Kaumi civil 
post office. In the case of the above cover, a provisional registration label was affixed, being inscribed in 
manuscript "Kaumi/German Post." The cover is postmarked on 11 December 1901 and backstamped on arrival in 
Wiesbaden on 18 January 1902. 



KIAUTSCHOU Kaumi 

Deutsche Post 
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Postmark used from 14 January 1902 to 31 March 1906 

In 1902, the civil post office at Kaumi received its normal postmark. However, because it was not in the colony 
proper, the cds was inscribed "German Post," rather than "Kiautschou" at the bottom.




