
MARSHALL ISLANDS 

As a result of agreements with several native chiefs, the Marshall Islands were declared a German Protectorate on 
15 October 1885, with the administration of the territory left to the Jaluit Company, a private trading group which 
transported the occasional letters in its sailing ships. However, in 1888 the Reichspost ordered that an Imperial 
postal agency be opened at Jaluit, which was done in the following year. 

Jaluit 

du. Koda biden Warde! gol owe val 

pm vem Tey 

Postmark used from 29 March 1889 to 23 May 1900 



ATTEST 

DR. FRIEDRICH F, STEUER 
: Verbandsprifer 

des Bundes der philatelistischen Priifer e.V. im BDPh und APHV 

A-1010 Wien, Stubenring 6, Tel. 02 22/5121 880 

Nr, 0D Datum8-7 +91 

Der zur Beurteilung vorliegende Einschreibebrief 

VORLAUFER MARSHALL—INSELN 

frankiert mit waagr. Paar + zwei Einzelstticken 
MINr.V48b, 20 Pfg. blau, Entwertung: 
"JALUIT MARSCHALL-INSELN 13/12/94" 
ist in jeder Hinsicht echt. 

Der groBformatige Bederfsbrief ist als Einschreibe- 
brief der dritten Gewichtsstufe mit 80 PEGu: DOrtO- 
gerecht frankiert und besitzt einen zugehorigen 
R-Zettel No.344. Die Abstempelungen erfolgten  zeit— 
gerecht. Der Brief hat den Postweg nach Deutschland 
korrekt zuriickgelegt, rlickseitiger Ankunftsstempel 
Berlin vom 23/2.95. Es handelt sich hier um amtliche 
Korrespondenz Hr. TIrmers an das Auswartige Amt. 
Eine Besonderheit der Vorlage liegt darin, daB zufsi-— 
lig nur Marken der 5. und 6. Bogenreihe mit anhangen- 
den Zwischenstegen verwendet wurden. Die Erhaltung 
entspricht einem derartigen Bedarfssttick. Zahnung siehe Abbildung auf Blatt zwei dieses Attestes. Keine Signatur. 

Priifgebiet: Vorlaufer Deutsche Kolonien 

Die Priifung erfolgte auf Grund der Priifordnung des Bundes der Philatelistischen Priifere.V. 
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When it was determined that the islands were named for Captain Marshall, an English seafarer who explored the 
area in 1788, it was clear that it had been improper to "Germanize" the title. Accordingly, a new postmark and 
Overprinted stamps with the corrected name was introduced. This cds remained in service until the Japanese 
occupation at the start of World War I.



MARSHALL ISLANDS Jaluit Provisional Franking 

Usage from 2 to 10 December 1900 

In early December 1900, supplies of 5 pfennig stamps (which paid the rate for post cards to German destinations) 
were out of stock at the Jaluit post office. As a result, 240 copies of the 10 pf. value were bisected and used 
provisionally until additional supplies of the 5 pf. were received. Proper usage was on post cards but the postal 

agent, Captain Domnick, fabricated some printed matter envelopes. Above example has Jaluit cancel dated 5 
December 1900 with Ponape receiving mark of 13 January 1901 on the reverse.



MARSHALL ISLANDS Nauru 

ae INSELN 

Postmark used from 14 July 1908 to 8 November 1914 

The second post office in the Marshall Islands was opened at the site of the Pacific Phosphate Company's mining 
operation. It utilized a single postmark from the opening date until World War I. Under an agreement between 
the Allies, Japan would administer the German islands north of the Equator and Britain those to the south. Thus 
unlike the rest of the Marshalis, Nauru fell under the latter stipulation and was occupied by Australian troops. 



MARSHALL ISLANDS Atoll Post 

Usage from June 1902 to 1913 

On 25 June 1902 the government of the Marshall Islands ordered trading vessels to pick up and deliver mail at 
small islands along their routes. Stamps were to be cancelled in manuscript by the ships' captains. Above cover, 
was mailed at Ebon on 8 May 1909 by James Milne, the Postal Assistant on the island, It was received at Jaluit on 
13 May, where it was delivered to the addressee at the station of the American Missionary Society of Boston.



MARSHALL ISLANDS Jaluit-Linie Seepost 

(7 / os - Deutsche Seepost |= yp by 
anie Hongkong-Sydne 

Eingesehrieber. 

Ne 766. 

Deutfhe Reihspoft 

Dofttarte. 

Weis | =e Bpanadrd sd I 
(Strafe und Sausnummer) 

Postmark used from February 1905 to July 1914 

Seapost markings exist on stamps of the Marshalls from several of the lines serving the German Pacific 
possessions. Above items have the identifying mark "b" in the cds, indicating that they were mailed on the 
Steamer Germania.



KIAUTSCHOU 

Reacting to the murder of two German missionaries by a Chinese mob, some 700 marines and sailors from three 
warships occupied the fishing village of Tsingtau on 14 November 1897. Until the opening of the shore-based 
Naval Fieldpost office on 26 January 1898, mail could only be processed at the shipboard post offices. On 27 
April 1898. Kiautschou was declared a German protectorate. 
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Usage from 14 November 1897 to 25 January 1898 

Note that the overprint "Only for Naval Ship's Post," enabled the special cards to be sold for a 5 pf. concession rate.




