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Hermann Margeraff 
Rechtsanwalt 

Berlin W30., Polsdamersir. 46,17. 

_ Fernspr. Amt VI. No. 6621. 

| Moeipata (Samoa 

Ne 52 

Postmark used from 9 August 1909 to 28 August 1914 

The last post office to be opened in Samoa was Aleipata, located at the far eastern end of the island of Upolu. It 
utilized a single postmark from the opening date until its closing.



SAMOA Samoan Local Stamp 

SAMOA 

POST CARD, 
The address only to be written on this side 

Usage from 1886 to 1900 

John Davis, who was confirmed as postmaster of Apia by the King of Samoa in December 1886, issued a set of 
stamps in a palm tree design. However, these had no franking power outside the islands. Thus, mail addressed to 
the home country required German stamps, although a local was sometimes added as a souvenir. Above example 
is cancelled by the shipboard post office of the S.M.S. Cormoran in 1899. 



SAMOA Censored Mail 

On 12 August 1914, under 
decree of the Imperial Governor 
of Samoa, Dr. Schultz, the 

postal officials in Apia began to 
censor mail. The only recorded 
incoming mail delivery after the 
war was declared arrived from 
Pago Pago in American Samoa 
on 20 August. 

Photocopy of complete seal 
used on reverse of cover. 

The letters were appropriately 
a backstamped, corners cut at 

—— one end and the envelopes 
slitted in order to remove 
contents. After inspection, the 

envelopes were closed with an 
—<* official seal and a handwritten 

“= notation "opened under 
= Martial Law" applied. Nine 

<= oe examples of such mail have 
; been recorded. 



GERMAN NEW GUINEA 

The Hamburg trading company, Godeffroy & Son, established its first trading post on Matupi Island in the 
Bismarck Archipelago in 1873. Subsequently, Dr. Finsch and Capt. Dallmann acquired land from the natives on 
the northeeastern coast of New Guinea. On 17 November 1884, the German flag was raised, and in 1899 an 
Imperial Governor was appointed to take control of the colony. In early 1888, Finschhafen, a port on the Huon 
Gulf in eastern Kaiser Wilhelmsland, was the site of the first post office opened in German New Guinea. 

Finschhafen 
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Postmark used from 15 February 1888 to 19 March 1891 

In 1891 the entire white population of this settlement, including the doctor, succumbed to malaria, thus ending all 
commercial activity there for more than a decade. 



Finschhafen GERMAN NEW GUINEA 

Finsebhafen 
(Deutsch-Nou-Guinsay 

Ne 834 

e
a
 

na
 
a
a
y
 

Postmark used from 15 July 1904 to December 1914 

When the Finschhafen post office reopened n 1904, it received a new type of postmark with the name of the 
colony in the center. This remained in use until the occupation of German New Guinea by Australian forces at 
the beginning of World War I. 



GERMAN NEW GUINEA Hatzfeldthafen 

| Hatefeldhafen . 
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Postmark used from 1 April 1888 to 30 September 1891 

The second post office to be opened in New Guinea was located on the north central coast of Kaiser 
Wilhelmsland. Post offices in the colony were closed if economic conditions changed or health reasons required. 
As a result, Hatzfeldthafen had a very short service life of only 42 months. Thus, stamps and covers with its 
postmark are particularly elusive and sought after by collectors. 



GERMAN NEW GUINEA Konstantinhafen 

Postmark used from 15 May 1888 to 30 September 1891 

The third post office to be opened along the coast of Kaiser Wilhelmsland, Konstantinhafen also had a very short 
service life. It was in operation for just over 40 months. Thus, stamps and covers with its postmark are among the 
more elusive from German New Guinea.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA Stephansort 
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Postmark used from 14 December 1889 to 30 June 1914. 

Stephansort was one of the active ports on the northern coast of Kaiser Wilhelmsland. Due to the 

absence of a suitable official of the Neu-Guinea-Kompagnie, this office was closed down between 

30 July 1892 and 14 February 1893.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA 
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Postmark used from 1 January 1898 to 30 June 1914 

Stephansort 

The first Stephansort cancel became worn and a new, slightly larger version with three stars at the bottom of the 
circle was sent out as a replacement. The old cds was sent back to Germany for refurbishing on 20 August 1898 
and returned at the end of December with instructions that it be used as a reserve cancel. This was ignored and 
the * * * marking appears to have been relegated to reserve status instead.




