CHINA Return to Germany
Boxer Uprising
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On 4 September 1901 S.S. Crefeld left Taku with troops of the The German East Asia Expeditionary Corps bound
for Bremerhaven, arriving on 29 October. It used an unofficial "postmark" from late August until late October.
S.S. Bahia used a similar unofficial marking on its voyage, from 9 September to 26 October 1901.

S.S. Pisa’s supply of 5 pf. stamps was exhausted on the outward journey so that between July and September 1902
prepayment of postage on postcards was noted with a small manuscript "5" in the bottom left comer and the ship's
postmark struck at top left. Postage was applied when the mail was delivered to Tientsin on the outbound journey
or to the Navy Post Office in Berlin on the inbound leg.




GERMAN OFFICES IN CHINA K. D. Feld-Poststation No. 4
Disaster Mail ; : 21 February 1901
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Some of the mail sent by German troops engaged in suppressing the Boxer Upr1smg was sent back to the home
country via the German post office in Shanghai. However, some of it was damaged in a fire started by exploding
fireworks on 28 February 1901. Such mail that could be salvaged received a special cachet inscribed "Damaged by
Accidental Fire in the Shanghai Post Office." It appears that the military mail that was subject to this hazard had
been posted between 18 and 24 February. This particular cover originated at FPO 4 in Tongku.



CHINA - : Y Overprinted Numeral
Boxer Uprising & Eagle Postal Paper
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Pofttarte mit Antwort —  Weltpoftverein

Carte postale avec réponse payée — Union postale universell
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At the outbreak of the Boxer Uprising, German post offices abroad in China had stocks of the Numeral & Eagle
adhesives and postal cards diagonally overprinted "China" as well as the 2 mark unoverprinted definitive. While
German military personnel had a free franking privilege for normal letters and postcards, they were required to
pay for special services, including overweight letters, parcel post, registered and value-declared mail, in addition
to outgoing field telegrams. As a result, the Shanghai post office provided supplies of the available postal paper
for use in the various fieldpost offices.



CHINA - Unoverprinted Numeral
Boxer Uprising & Eagle Postal Paper

poﬁfarfé —  Weltpoftverein

Carte postale — Union, postale universelle
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When heavy usage caused supplies of the overprinted stamps to run low, unoverprinted stamps were obtained
from German ships in Chinese waters. Those supplied to the fieldpost offices were mostly the 5, 10 and 20 pf.
denominations. Other values were then sent out from Germany for fieldpost use and, at least, to the German civil
post offices in Peking and Tongku. The 2 and 25 pf. stamps were never sent out officially, but some of these were
brought or sent privately.
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Boxer Uprising & Eagle Postal Paper
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Unoye_rprinted German stamps and postal stationery used in China during this period were called "Petschili
Provisionals," being named after the province where the Boxer Uprising took place. This material was valid for
postage in both the fieldpost and civil offices abroad until 31 December 1902.



CHINA ‘ Unoverprinted Numeral
Boxer Uprising & Eagle Postal Paper
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A substantial variety of German postal stationery was used in the fieldpost offices, including imprinted envelopes,
lettercards and wrappers for printed matter. Some of these were sent for by enterprising philatelists, but represent
very unusual usages.




CHINA " Unoverprinted Germania
Boxer Uprising Postal Paper
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To meet heavy postal needs, the German P.O. in Shanghai ordered supplies of eleven values of the new Germania
definitives (3, 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 80 pf., 1, 2 and 3 marks) as well as postal cards. In November 1900 these
were distributed to the Base Fieldpost Office in Tientsin and the numbered fieldpost stations. Other values of this
issue, privately brought or sent to China, were accepted as valid for postage although they are seldom seen.






