
Kiautschou Civil Post Office: Kiautschou
3rd Seebataillon, 1st Co. 25 April 1904
3rd Seebataillon, Ist Co. 4 September 1904



Kiautschou

3rd Seebataillon

Civil Post Offices

Litsun: 11 June 1909

Tsingtau Gr. Hafen: 25 September 1911

Pofttar

The Litsun postal agency

opened 7 December 1904.

Its regular cancel, shown

here, arrived in March

1905 and continued in use

until the agency closed on

- 20 September 1914.

The Tsingtau Grosser

Hafen postal agency op-

ened on 15 January 1910,

at first using a Tsingtau

cancel. It used its own

cancel from 21 February

1910 until it closed in

mid-September 1914.
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Kiautschou Civil Post Office: Syfang

3rd Seebataillon, 1st Co. 17 August 1906

3rd Seebataillon, 1st Co. 13 January 1907
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Carte postale. Post card.

Syfang, located on the rail line between Tsingtau and Tsangkou, had an auxiliary postal agency without
cancel from 1903. On 1 August 1906 this was upgraded to a postal agency, but a regular cancel was not

available until 1 November 1906. For 3 months, a wooden handstamp was struck next to the stamps,

which were cancelled at Tsingtau. The agency closed in mid-September 1914.



Kiautschou

3rd Seebataillon, 4th Co.

The Taitungtschen post-

al agency opened on 1

July 1911. It used one

cancel until it closed in

mid-September 1914.

Civil Post Offices

Schatsykou: 6 February 1912

Taitungtschen: 28 October 1911

The Schatsykou postal

agency opened 1 February

1904. Until its canceller

arrived on 5 July 1909 its

mail was cancelled at Li-

tsun. The agency closed in

mid-September 1914.
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Kiautschou Civil Post Office: Tsingtau

East Asia Occupation Bde., Syfang Garrison Administration 20 June 1905

Tsingtau Field Battery 26 March 1913
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Elements of the gost: Base East Asia Occupation Brigade were stationed along the Shasitang’ Railway
in Kiautschou, even though there had been virtually no ,Boxer activity in Shantung Province.

Additionally, the Kiautschou Protectorate government had troops directly under its command which

remained when the Occupation Brigade was disbanded in 1906.

In 1905 Syfang had an auxiliary postal agency for the collection and distribution of mail, but without

canceller, so mail was cancelled in Tsingtau.

Money order forms with imprinted postage, as used in Germany, were not produced for the colonies as

the limited usage did not justify the additional printing or overprinting. Instead, local postage was

applied to a generic form.



World War I CensorshipKiautschou

15 September 1914
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Lieber Kollege -1 ;

. © hren Kartengruss mit Dank erhalten, Sehr erfreut,
' ‘ dass es Ihnen gut geht. Hier gibt es Unstellungen

_ “' gller Art. Ich hoffe, dass Sie meine Karte erreicht,

ey, 4 da sie per Boot gehen soll. -
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e a i” .ay 1 eee Tithe oe. 2

ne __ ba

Both Friedemann and Wolter state that censorship of letters out of Tsingtau began on 20 September
1914. Therefore this is an early usage of the handstamp, on mail between post office workers.

Carried on the last sailboat to leave Tsangkou for Taputur, that route being closed when the Japanese

occupied Kiautschou (city) on 16 September. Thereafter very little mail left the protectorate.



Kiautschou Tsingtau

5 November 1914

Wartime Postal Card

Despite heavy Japanese and British shelling of Tsingtau, which began on 29 October and continued
until the surrender, life went on in Tsingtau as normally as possible. Sometime after the Japanese
invasion a new 4¢ postcard was issued. Michel records a usage on 2 November, and the latest usage
recorded in the Neues Ganzachen Katalog is 5 November. Cancelled cards are extremely scarce,

Souvenir usage by Garrison Construction Assistant Eissner (who, having been mobilized for military
service, was entitled to free frank his mail but who could also recognize a 4¢ bargain when he saw it).



Kiautschou Inbound Returned Mail
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Mailed in August 1914

Letters to the German colonies were being mailed right up to the outbreak of the war. However, due
to the British blockade and capture of German ships on the high seas, there was no opportunity of
delivery. Such mail was marked "Return to sender due to the state of war" and sent back to the writer.



Kiautschou Tsingtau

15 September 1914
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On 30 July 1914 a State of Siege was declared in Tsingtau; complete mobilization was ordered on 2

August. From the end of July until mid-August, various German land- and sea-based units in China

converged on Tsingtau. Sailors not placed on crews of ships sent into the Pacific were added to the

local garrison, which reached a maximum strength of 6000 to 7000 men. Japan demanded removal of

the German fleet from the Far East and surrender of Kiautschou on 15 August and on 23 August,

having received no reply, declared war on Germany. The Japanese invasion of the leased territory

began on 18 September and ended with the surrender of Tsingtau on 7 November.

Free franking was introduced throughout the German military upon the German declaration of war

against Russia an 1 August 1914. No land-based field post offices were established in Kiautschou.
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boat, Prinz Eitel Fried- Be te het

rich, was outfitted as an Eo fc fom 1

"auxiliary cruiser" (raider).

The Shantung Railway line

remained open for mail and

passengers until 30 August

when German engineers blew

up the major bridges between

Kiautschou (city) and the

leased territory.
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Kiautschou Military Internee

23 October 1916

Torpedo Boat S90 attempted a breakout from Kiautschou but was unable to leave Chinese waters due

to the British-Japanese blockade. The crew, 64 men, scuttled their craft and moved inland by rail,

under arms. China, then neutral, interned them as armed belligerents when they arrived at Nanking.



Kiautschou

Aonogahara Camp to Tsingtau

Tsingtau to Aonogahara Camp
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Prisoners of War

24 December 1916

13 January 1917
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Within hours of their surrender nearly all of the German military personnel from Tsingtau were on
their way to 18 prisoner of war camps in Japan. Seriously wounded POWs came under British control
in Tsingtau and some of these were later moved to Hong Kong and Australia. About half of the
German troops in Kiautschou at the time of the surrender were reservists mobilized from the civilian
population of the Protectorate. Many of these left family in Kiautschou when they went into captivity.
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German missionary prison-

er. Adult male Germans

who were not in the military

when the Japanese took

over were imprisoned in

Tsingtau. Postage was not

free to countries other than

their homeland.
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Prisoners of War

2 January 1916

4 October 1915

Keck was one of 78 severly

wounded Tsingtau POWs

taken into custody by the

British. His Hong Kong

POW number, 312, reflects

additional POWs from the

local population and from

merchant ships.
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Prisoners of WarKiautschou ;

Tsingtau to Fukuoka Camp 1 April 1915

Bando Camp to Narashino Camp 8 September 1917
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Mail to the last German Governor of Kiautschou. Card, postmarked Tsingtau, notes "the city is quiet."


