
FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 600
Lebanon 

27 January 1920

29 May 1920
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Additional unit cachets used during the period that Lebanon was administered as part of Syria. Above items show
markings of the "Syrian Auxiliary Cavalry" and were processed through FPO #600 in Beirut.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 600

Lebanon 9 August 1921
18 October 1921
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Additional military unit markings used in Lebanon. Above is the "Ist Lebanese Squadron of the Syrian Legion"

located in Baalbek. Lower card has the marking of the "Commission de Reseau Syrie-Cilicie."



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Poste aux Armees 606
Lebanon

12 April 1924

20 January 1925
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Air mail service was established in the Levant in the early 1920s, provided by military aircraft and pilots. The
initial towns served in the mandated territory were Beirut, Damascus, Rayak and Deir el Zor. Much of the mail
utilizing this service passed through the Field Post Offices, as shown above.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 610
30 March 1922

Syria
24 March 1923
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The main field post office in Syria was #610, which was established at Damascus on 1 October 1920. It

processed much of the mail from the forces in Syria. Note unit marking of the “Provost of the 3rd Infantry

Division of the French Army of the Levant."
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Additional field post offices were set up as the French extended their control over Syria. FPO #607 was
established on 20 January 1920 at Aintab. #607A was at Antioch by the date indicated. FPO #608 was set up on
1 February 1920 at Mersina.



Tresor et Postes 614FRENCH FORCES ABROAD

‘Syria 27 August 1924

Tresor et Postes 615

14 September 1920

Tresor et Postes 615C

24 July 1920
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Field post stations were opened in other administrative centers, including #614 on 1 April 1924 at Alexandretta,

#615 on 1 February 1920 (at Aleppo on the date above), and #615C in May1920 at Ourfa.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Poste aux Armees 610
Syria 20 January 1925

Alep
1 March 1925
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Air mail service was established in the Levant in the early 1920s, provided by military aircraft and pilots. Thus,
much of the mail utilizing this service passed through the Field Post Offices. Cover shows an example of the very
elusive oval "Air Mail" cachet of the Allied Orient Army.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Poste aux Armees 608
1 October 1929

Syria
13 March 1932
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In an attempt to pacify the various ethnic groups within Syria, the French established certain autonomous regions

in which the tribal leaders were given considerable internal authority. One such area which came into being after

the Druse revolt was called the Jebel Druse. FPO #608 was located at Salkad.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Troupes de I'Indochine/Detachement de Changhai
China 

April 1928

23 February 1929
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Following the death of Sun Yat-Sen in March 1925, the struggle between the Nationalists and Communists for
control of China greatly intensified. The fighting spread into many areas of China, including Shanghai and other
major cities. Mindful of the problems caused by the Boxers a quarter century earlier, several of the great powers
(including America and Britain) sent forces to protect their citizens and property in the international settlements.

The above covers have unit cachets of the French Detachment in Shanghai.
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Mail could be sent by the French troops through the Chinese civil post offices, ie. Peking above, providing that

the proper international postage was paid. Lower cover sent unfranked from a corporal in Shanghai via a French

steamer on the Yokohama to Marseille line.



Mail from the French navy was also entitled to be sent free of postage. Upper cover from the CruiserPrimauguethas unit cachet of the "Naval Forces in the Far East." Lower cover is marked "Base at Shanghai."
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China
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In addition to ocean going naval vessels, the concessionary powers operated a flotilla of river gunboats. The

above covers are from the Balny, which operated on the Yangtse River.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD 
Tientsin

China 
1 September 1938

Shanghai

2 February 1939
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The foreign garrisons remained on duty in China until the Japanese declared war in World War II and took the
Allied troops as POW’'s in late 1941.

Sy tenet! (Prieliled
Yo

J

Se ay



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Chinwangtao

China 8 July 1938

Shanghai

) 18 April 1939

Y BAPR.1939: . ©

Mons isur- Edouard ,CABANY :

ie "T20 bie Boulevard ko tparnasse a

: “ parts‘ (14°)

Marines from French warships performed some of the garrison duties. Post card above shows anchor and reads

“Occupation Corps in China" and is mailed from the Cruiser LaMotte-Picquet.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Dispositif Special en Mediterranee
Spain 14 April 1938

12 October 1938
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The French role in the Spanish Civil War involved primarily the sheltering of refugees and the internment of
Republican forces that crossed the border to escape the Nationalist advance. Thus, French troops did not play a
role in the campaign. However, units of the French navy participated in the international blockade of Spain
designed to prevent the seabome inflow of weapons. The cards above were from torpedo boats Curagan and
Simoun, based at Toulon and Tangier, respectively.
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The French role in the Spanish Civil War involved primarily the sheltering of refugees and the internment of
Republican forces that crossed the border to escape the Nationalist advance. Thus, French troops did not play a

role in the campaign. However, units of the French navy participated in the international blockade of Spain

designed to prevent the seabome inflow of weapons. The cover above was from the destroyer Lynx, which was

assigned to the "Mission to Spain/Special Disposition in the Mediterranean."

WITH FRANCE'S ENTRANCE INTO WORLD WAR II, THIS EXHIBIT COMES TO AN END. THUS, LATER

EXAMPLES OF FRENCH FORCES ABROAD ARE OMITTED, INCLUDING THE FREE FRENCH TROOPS IN

VARIOUS AREAS AS WELL AS MILITARY MISSIONS IN ALLIED COUNTRIES, INCLUDING AMERICA,

BRITAIN, CANADA AND THE SOVIET UNION.


