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Field post office #509A was established in Constantinople to handle civilian mail. FPO #528 was located at
Smymia in Asia Minor, which at the time was under Greek occupation, hence the cachet of the French Military
Mission to the Greek Army on the lower cover.
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The only example of field post airmail service was provided by the Allied Orient Army from Constantinople to

Bucharest between 8 July and 31 October 1919. A special 2-line cachet was applied, with free service for military

mail and a surcharge of 1 franc collected in addition to the normal 25 centimes rate for civilian international mail.
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French naval forces were also active in Turkey during the occupation. Cover and post cards above show variousnaval cachets in use at the time, including the "Naval Hospital."
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Field post office #502 was located at the headquarters of the Allied Orient Army in Constantinople. FPO #506B
was established as a branch to serve Stamboul.
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postal administrators at field post #502.

Other examples of field post markings used in Turke
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e southern coast of Anatolia. It was occupied by the French Navy from 1915
red Aegean Islands. French stamps were overprinted for use
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Rouad was a small island off the Syrian coast, near the town of Tartous. It was occupied by the French Navyfrom 1915 to 1921, when it was attached to the French mandated territory of Alaouites. This region was, in turn,incorporated into Syria in 1923. French stamps were overprinted for use on Rouad.
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With their long-term interest in the Holy Land, France organized a 2,500 man "French Detachment in Palestine,"
which landed at Port Said in April 1917 to participate in the Allied expedition to be mounted from Egypt against

the Ottoman Empire. The advance went well, culminating in the capture of Jerusalem on 17 December 1917. The
war on the Palestinian front ended on 30 October 1918 with the surrender of Turkey.

It is reported (BAPIP Bulletin) that FPO #601 was moved from the base at Port Said to Palestine in late 1918.
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The volume of mail was sufficiently heavy that a branch office, FPO #601A, was opened at Jaffa to service thepostal requirements of the "Detachement Francaise de Palestine." Note the cachet on the above cover reading"Occupied Enemy Territory/Central Administration/Courier Service."
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The post cards shown above were endorsed "SP. (Postal Sector) 601A but not postmarked; thus, it is likely that

they were transported to France by military pouch. Two different markings are shown of the 9th Battalion of the

2nd Algerian Sharpshooters.
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‘The French Detachment in Palestine was officially demobilized in January 1919 and FPO #601 moved to Aleppo
and subsequently Beirut. The remaining forces in Palestine were constituted as the "French Garrison/Jerusalem."
Note that the upper example was not postmarked until it reached the French FPO in Beirut six days later.
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Additional examples of unit cachets from the French Detachment in Palestine, including those of the Cavalry and

the Provost. It is reported (The Israel Philatelist) that this latter marking was in use until March 1919.
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Both Turkish and French stamps were overprinted for use during the French occupation of Cilicia, which lasted

from 1919 to 1921.
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Field post offices #606 and 608 were opened at Mersina on 1 October 1919 and 1 Febru
and served until the withdrawal of the French in November 1921 under pressure from the

ary 1920, respectively,
Turkish nationalists.
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Under the Turks and up to 1924, Lebanon was administered as part of Syria. Field Post #600, which was opened
on 1 February 1919 in Beirut, continued in operation even after the city became the capital of Lebanon under the

mandate system. Cachet reads "High Commission of the French Republic/in Syria and in Armenia."


