
FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 311

Poland 14 July 1920

25 October 1920

17 December 1920

4

“Other unit cachets, including ‘the Artillery School at Torun, were utilized by the French Military Mission in
Poland. The activities of the mission were considerably extended by the Russo-Polish War, which lasted until 18

March 1921 and settled the eastern boundaries of the country.
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Cachets showing examples of markings from units stationed in Warsaw, Lodz and Krakow.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 311

Poland 30 August 1919
2 June 1920

17 June 1920
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The bulk of the mail of the Military Mission was normally processed by FPO #311, even that from units located

outside of Warsaw. Examples shown above originated in Poznan, Kielce and Lublin.
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In the hope of achieving independence for their homeland following the war, Polish volunteers fought on the
Westem Front against the Germans. After the armistice, these units (accompanied by their French officers) were
transported home in April 1919. Military mail received a wide variety of markings related to the French Mission,
examples of which are shown above. Field post office #311 operated in Warsaw from August 1919 to April 1922.

Nr. 999/32

FPO #309 served the French Mission at Polish Army headquarters.



Pending a vote by the citizens of Eastern Silesia, to determine whether this territory should become part of Poland

or Czechoslovakia, troops from France and Italy were sent to maintain order. Above cover has a cachet of the

Headquarters of the Inter-Allied troops in Teschen and Spisz-Orava, the two districts in the plebiscite territory.
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16 July 1919

January 1920

Marking of the Military Mission in Prague struck in red on franked letter at foreign rate. Lower cover originated
in the Carpatho-Ukraine district in the extreme eastern part of Czechoslovakia with previously unrecorded cachet.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Mission Francaise en Boheme

Czechoslovakia 
June 1919
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Although no field post offices were available, the above military post cards from Prague and Bratislava attes
t to

the presence of French aviation advisers to the Czech forces in Bohemia and Slovakia.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Mission Militare Francaise/Prague
Czechoslovakia April 1919

December 1919
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In connection with the establishment of the Czechoslovak Republic, a French Military Mission was sent to Prague
to organize the new army. Various unit cachets were used, as shown above.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 520
Fiume 13 January 1919
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Following the armistice with Austria-Hungary, Allied troops occupied Fiume, the main Hungarian port on the

Adriatic on 5 November 1918. A coup d'etat was staged by the local militia, led by Gabriele d'Annunzio, on 12

September 1919. As a result, the Allied troops withdrew on the following day, and Fiume became a self-
goveming city until being annexed by Italy in 1924.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Arad

Hungary 4 May 1919

9 November 1919
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For a brief period i in 1919, the military authorities in Arad overprinted the current Hungarian stamps "French
Occupation.” In due course, the French forces withdrew and this area was assigned, along with the rest of the

eastern Banat, to Romania under the Trianon Treaty signed on 4 June 1920.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes *_*

Hungary 10 June 1919
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Following the armistice with Austria-Hungary, Allied troops moved north from Italy and occupied the Hungarian

heartland. Items shown represent military post from Szeg

military mail from this campaign is particularly elusive.
ed, Debreczen and Temesvar, respectively. Registered



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Mission Militaire Francaise en Hongrie
Hungary 16 April 1919

January 1921
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Additional markings used during the occupation of Hungary include "Allied Military Mission to the Hungarian
Government,” French Military Mission Budapest,” and "French Military Mission in Hungary/General Hamelin"
on a cover from the commanding General personally.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Armee Francaise d’Orient

Croatia 27 January 1919
27 October 1919

March 1920
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Additional markings used by the French forces in Zagreb related to the administration of the railway system, as in
the examples shown above.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD

Croatia
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Following the withdrawal of the Austro-Hungarian forces, French troops entered Croatia. Field post office
#520D was located at Zagreb and remained in service until November 1919. Unit marking on lower card
inscribed "French Army in Hungary/Railway Station Commission."



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Armee d'Orient/Ljubljana

Slovenia 5 July 1919

11 February 1920
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In the aftermath of the withdrawal of the Austrian forces, French troops entered Slovenia. Above examples have

similar unit markings of the commission for operating the railway station in Ljubljana. The earlier version is

inscribed "French Army in Hungary" and the later one "Army of the Orient."



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Vag. Etapes 22
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Following the withdrawal of the Austrian forces, French troops entered Dalmatia. The Vaguemestres d'Etapes

#22 (regimental military mail office) marking was located at Kotor. Lower card sent from Split (probably via

field post office #520C at Antivari) to an officer at field post #511 at Itea.


