FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Allenstein
Allenstein 26 April 1920
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Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a vote was ordered for Allenstein to determine whether the territory would be
transferred to Poland or remain a part of Germany. French presence in this area was limited to the plebiscite
commission staff and guard. Thus no military postal facilities were required. The above cover was endorsed with
the cachet of the "Administrative and Plebiscite Commission/Allenstein."



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Poste aux Armees *_*
Danzig 28 May 1920

17 October 1920
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In connection with the establishment of the Free City of Danzig, the 10th Battalion of Chasseurs (light infantry)
was sent to the territory and assigned field post office number 190. The occupation troops were present from
February 1920 to January 1922. Examples of mail from this unit are sought after by Danzig specialists and are
considered very uncommon.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Grosskrebs
Marienwerder 14 June 1920
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Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a vote was to be conducted in Marienwerder to determine whether the
territory would be transferred to Poland or remain a part of Germany. French presence in this area was limited to
the plebiscite commission staff and guard. Thus, no military postal facilities were required. The above cover
used for official business of the Marienwerder Plebiscite Commission was sent free of postage to Danzig,



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Army Post Office S.120
Marienwerder 5 June 1920
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Cover sent by the French Delegate to the Allied Regulatory Commission in Deutsch Eylau. Addressed to the
French Delegate on the Inter-Allied Railway Commission in Berlin, it was forwarded via the British A.P.O. in
Marienwerder. Backstamped at Field Post Office W.2. on 5 June 1920.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Territoire de Memel

Memel 28 May 1920
¢, (/ ’
Kaserne. E.@/ &//___——
- s X e
= .
f B T -
T.X |
? !
Z % el Ol :
Z 3
i Bty B, SR
7
g ’ g “J ']
) O nA
30991

W s s G . o it R AR S St Fe e . e i o

Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a French Administration was established in Memel. The 21st Battalion of
Chasseurs (light infantry) was sent to occupy the territory. This unit was serviced by field post office number
190, but in the case of the above examples no postal markings were applied. The occupation troops were present
from February 1920 to January 1922. Examples of such mail are sought after by Memel specialists and are

considered very uncommon.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD ' Tresor et Postes *_*
Saar 24 March 1919
5 Y 9 January 1920
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As part of the occupation of the Rhineland following the armistice, French forces moved into the Saar territory at
the end of 1918. The territory was to be administered by France pending the final plebiscite in the aftermath of
World War I scheduled to take place in the Saar on 13 January 1935.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Mittelbexbach
Saar

4 July 1921

Tresor et Postes 219
20 May 1922
8 August 1923
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The French were very interested in control of the mines in the Saar; upper cover sent registered by the
Administration of the French mines at Bexbach to Alsace with appropriate cachet on reverse. Field post office
219 was assigned to Saarbriicken during the period of the Allied occupation of the Rhineland, which lasted until
30 June 1930. Normal postage for troops was free, but fees were assessed for special services such as registration.
The franchise did not apply on mail sent to foreign destinations, i.e. postage due was assessed in Luxembourg.
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FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 219
29 February 1928

26 March 1928

Saar

ol

4y

Bhririne e b Az
Q%; ‘ // Clonnei e ;4@1;[@4/7‘24

P
/ iﬁé ~ MM

: > o
—Z " Lot tcte Conllrcr
e
C=

’ . , P
Honsicur Ch., TOLLTY
—

Mo ta_z‘ re

“. 70, rue Saint-Lazare

-~ P4RTS -
i TTAng aw A i
= — .‘."“"?'f";"x
S lgEcTEuR 218
S o I ;
[ 147 X
4

Examples of military mail sent in the late period of the occupation is uncommon, presumably because most of the
troops had been demobilized. Cover is official mail of the Secretary General of the Government Commission for
the Saar Territory rent registered to Paris through field post office number 219.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Flensburg
Schleswig 9 February 1920
23 February 1920

In early 1920, several thousand stamps of each denomination were overprinted "C.I.S" for the official use of the
International Commission for Schleswig. Both these and the regular (unoverprinted) stamps were used to frank
the mail of the Commission members and staff, with all official activities ending on 16 June 1920.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Flensburg
23 September 1920
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Under the terms of the Versailles Treaty, a plebiscite supervised by the Allied powers would be held to determine
whether Schleswig would be transferred to Denmark or remain as a part of Germany. The above covers represent
official mail of the plebiscite authorities, with markings indicating origination from the Control Commission for
the City of Flensburg and the Gendarmerie in Leck, respectively.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes *_*
26 May 1920

Upper Silesia
28 April 1921

Oppeln
20 March 1921
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In connection with the vote by residents of Upper Silesia on whether to join Poland or remain a part of Germany,
a French contingent including the 46th Infantry Division and the 22nd Battalion of Alpine Chasseurs was sent to
the territory. Lower cover with comner card and cachet of the "Inter-Allied Commission of Government and the

Plebiscite in Upper Silesia" was mailed on the day of the plebiscite with a specially overprinted stamp.




FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Oppeln
Upper Silesia 28 June 1921

Tresor et Postes 184

N o _ 4 December 1921
N 12 April 1922
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Although the French administrators of the government and plebiscite in Upper Silesia used the special postage
stamps printed for the territory, field post office number 184 was available for the use of the occupation forces
between February 1920 and July 1922.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
Austria
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Mission Militare Francaise en Autriche
15 May 1919
11 October 1919
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Upon the surrender of Austria on 30 October 1918, Allied troops moved north from Italy and occupied strategic
locations in the country. In the absence of a field post office, the above cards from the French Military Mission in

Vienna were sent by courier to Paris.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes *_*
Austria 28 April 1919

o wo m .« seemme == sn e Tresor el Postes 96
g 16 May 1924

///&"Zé%( corg é e L /La/&c ﬂé:a&{,/

~
/

S

SRICRND=yy oy SR SPRRRS SIS S USSRIES S SESSISNE e SRS e~ A r e i S RS S e

Additional markings used during the Allied occupation of Austria include the "Mission to Styria - Carinthia," the
"Mission for the Circulation of (Railway) Rolling Stock in Central Europe,” then located in Mariazell, and the
"Railway Management for the Occupied Territories/Linz Station."



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Commission des Reparations

Austria 7 March 1921
15 December 1920
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Reflecting the terms of the peace treaty, the Allies were entitled to reparations payments from the defeated Central
Powers. Officials were established in the occupied territories to oversee the compliance with these terms, whose
mail received appropriate markings and was transmitted to Paris by diplomatic pouch.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
Austria

COMMISSION MILITAIRAE INTERALLIEE
DE CONTROLE
DANS LA REPUBLIQUE D’AUTRICHE
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Wien
November 1923

Chamin de Blémur

PISCOCP, par . St-BRICE
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Upper cover represents official mail from the Inter-Allied Military Control Commission in Austria to Marshal
Foch in Paris. Lower example was sent by the French representative on the Austro-Italian Boundary Commission

in Bolzano (South Tirol) via the civilian post office in Vienna.




