
FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Scutari in Albanien

Albania 30 October 1913
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Following the Balkan Wars in 1912-1913, Serbia threatened to annex the Albanian provinces seized from the
Ottoman Empire. The great powers favored an independent Albania and sent a multi-national force to carry out

this policy. Upper cover from a member of the French Detachment in Scurtari was sent through the Austrian post
office. Lower card is from the armored cruiser Edgar Quiner with the Intemational Squadron off Durazzo.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Detachement Francaise d'Scutari

Albania July 1914
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No French field post service was established in Albania, so the above covers were sent by military pouch to

France, where they were postmarked with the TPO Modane to Paris and Modane to Dijon, respectively. Lower

cover was sent to a military address in Morocco, where it obtained the T&P 102 receiving mark at Taourirt.



WITH FRANCE'S ENTRY INTO WORLD WAR I ON 3 AUGUST 1914, THE CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE
OF THIS EXHIBIT IS TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED UNTIL THE 1918 ARMISTICE WHICH ENDED THE
HOSTILITIES, THE EXHIBIT THEN RESUMES WITH THE OCCUPATION OF THE TERRITORIES OF THE
FORMER ENEMIES (AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, BULGARIA, GERMANY AND TURKEY) AND OTHER AREAS.

Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, Allied forces occupied all of the territory along the left bank of the Rhine,
including Luxembourg after it was evacuated by German occupation forces. Above items sent from Interallied
Economic Committee and Railway Commission from Luxembourg City represent very unusual usages.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Mission Francaise d'Aeronautique au Japon

Japan 2 May 1919
1 June 1919

J

In the aftermath of the war, the French wanted to increase their influence over their ally, Japan. As a result, an

aviation mission was sent to Tokyo to train Japanese pilots and mechanics in the use of French aircraft.



Although the Allies did not send occupation troops to Berlin, military missions of various kinds were established.

With no military post offices, the civilian mails were utilized for official correspondence in the early period.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
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Cards above show examples of various cachets used by the Inter-Allied administrators in Berlin. By this time,

mail was transported regularly by military pouch and only entered the postal system upon its arrival in France.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Regions Baltiques
Germany 17 September 1919

27 November 1919

To support the newly independent republics in the area, an Inter-Allied Baltic Commission was established. To
carry out its functions, a French military presence was introduced into East Prussia. The above cards were
endorsed by application of the Commission's cachet for transmission from Tilsit to Paris free of postage.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Flotille du Rhin
Germany 27 March 1919

19 May 1919

9 July 1923
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As Allied forces occupied all of the territory along the left bank of the Rhine,a British-French Flotilla was

established to patrol the river. The upper card was mailed from Strasbourg and refers to duty visits to Mainz and

Ludwigshafen. Unit cachet of the Inter-Allied Navigation Commission was applied to the middle card at

Cologne. Lower card has a similar cachet but with "St. G." for St. Goar in the center.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes *_*

Germany 1 November 1919
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Military mail from the French Army of the Rhine. Unit cachets reflect the "Council of War" at Wiesbaden,

Liaison with the British Rhine Army at Cologne, and the Port Authority at Krefeld.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Hambourg

Germany 21 January 1919
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Although the Allied occupation forces were primarily stationed in the Rhineland, various control commissions

were assigned to locations throughout Germany. Above examples show mail from such groups located in

Hamburg, Breslau and Stuttgart. Such items are relatively elusive and sought after by German collectors.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Commission Militaire Interalliee de Controle

Germany
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Additional examples of mail from control commissions in other locations in Germany. Covers shown above are

were sent from the Inter-Allied Armaments groups in Hannover and Leipzig by military courier to Berlin.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
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Military mail from the French Army of the Rhine.
Frankfurt am Main, Dusseldorf and Wiesbaden.
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Unit cachets reflect the military railway authorities at



Tresor et Postes 201FRENCH FORCES ABROAD

21 February 1923Germany

i 2 Tee Tresor et Postes 204ra L. 142135Cucibomsg Lo, t- donk 5 October 1923
7 November 19237 me doywuaule des deteuls fue Saw You

WY) iy oe me fas Tad 1 ‘aren | a ba. belle ot seat gY
se ee ty vom Hae fe
Qlyrs req cotter Dayo oe prise ju jhdinie J

f Avefd dlavecs metugus UocarsonYour: fons Sac Coaal 2 Si rom voul.

4 em ta domeemode Your ie Acdece phere"Rew. Rohr. Nr. 28
tt 2,

et ¢2 — we Te Luce ~S(a Ue alle! el _ na dhe 14-6463 3 $e
tour vsoud ~“\

Quen wa jones lade one a —
a i > F rt _! Af has Tcacbt G8 ‘

Ber & roy ~ben. ¢ 7 ie = mort a Se Waseca aah nf desu hei 5 Oa
er, cht des zu hebéiie shee ue ee ai oe .

Sess

HG G
or)

Se Yn Vor oneiar 8 tw abrow og sUP =te aye eb ete: tele a ~ ot

prow in € fener marae “Sy . TR. De if

onlba
sf
.

.
Hy is 4 Stats ‘

<

4

>

re

gf

1g heme
ae ek y 4 ee, uNwereyef ary

oh vomiad nN ry7 pin nat my op ne ec a ia aemu a
Pe

7 as Pw ay,xta Mn J 70 po [- UM MOY Pay4
P ii

ZL aaay P: ag
}

I peeb rg ayy 9. Cooy

Because of adverse economic conditions, Germany was unable to meet the reparations payments specified in the

Versailles Treaty. As punishment, French forces occupied the Ruhr industrial district from January 1923 to

August 1924. Above cards show mail from this campaign, with unit markings from Duisburg and Essen.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Postes Armees Entrepot

25 April 1922Germany

23 July 1924
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Tresor et Postes 77FRENCH FORCES ABROAD

Germany 12 August 1924
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The Allied occupation of the Rhineland continued until 30 June 1930. Military mail shown above from the

French forces utilized field post offices #180 Wiesbaden), #77 (Mainz), and #31 (Worms).
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Card at left from Cologne shows administrative cachet of the "French Military Mission to the British Rhine
Amy," and card at right from Bad Ems shows "Commander in Chief of the Allied Armies for Control of
Administration of the Rhineland."


