FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Corps Expeditionnaire de Chine
China September 1900
October 1900
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France, along with seven other Great Powers, responded to the Boxer uprising and siege of the legations in Peking
rench troops sent to North China were stationed in Indochina and

by sending an expeditionary corps. The first F
h field post system was not established until October, mail sent in

arrived at Taku on 14 July 1900. As the Frenc
the interim period is considered as forerunners. It may be unpostmarked or bear transit markings.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Corr. d. Armees/Shang-hai
6 February 1901

China
29 May 1901
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Shanghai, geographically and politically far removed from the turmoil in North China, did not have a field post
office. However, mail sent by French soldiers and sailors was postmarked with a "Military Correspondence™
postmark to indicate acceptance of free (or after mid-1903 reduced rate) letters.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Naval Mail
China 1 October 1900

29 July 1901
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The military free frank (for postcards and letters up to 15 grams addressed to France or its colonies) was extended
to the Corps Expeditionnaire de Chine on 24 July 1900. This concession also applied to sailors on nayal vessels
in Far East waters. Above items originated from the Cruiser Friant -- datelined Taku in the case of the postcard

and Fusan, Korea on the flap of the cover.




FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 1
China 15 March 1901

18 June 1901
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Field post office #1 operated in Peking from November 1900 to May 1902. The military free frank (for postcards
and letters up to 15 grams addressed to France or its colonies) was extended to the Corps Expeditionnaire de
Chine on 24 July 1900. However, registered letters required payment of postage at 15 c. plus 25 c. registration
fee. Soldier's letters weighing over 15 grams were required to be franked with 15 c. in stamps.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 2
China

23 December 1900
4 June 1901
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Field post office #2 operated in Paotingfu from October 1900 to 1901. Significant Boxer activity continued

around Paotingfu longer than in other parts of North China, resulting in expeditions by a Franco-Italian force in
October 1900 and a Franco-Chinese force in May 1901.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 3
2 December 1900

China
26_ November 1901
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from October to December 1900. Subsequently, its postmark

Field post office #3 operated at Yangtsun briefly
inistrative mark in the military section of the French post office

was used, without the date in the center, as an adm
in Shanghai.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 5
China 11 February 1901

25 November 1901
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Field post office #5 operated at Tientsin from October 1900 May 1902. Cover addressed to Tokyo was not
entitled to free franking for international transmission, but postage due was not charged by the Japanese postal

authorities.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 5
China 17 July 1902

30 May 1504
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French troops remaining in China after the peace protocol of 7 September 1901 became the "Corps d'Occupation
de Chine." They continued to enjoy the free frank of the Corps Expeditionnaire until 1 July 1903, at which time
domestic French rates applied. The official closing date for T&P 5 was 16 May 1902 but, as shown above, the
post office continued to use the field post marking after that date. Lower cover shows the postmark, without date,
used as a hitherto unrecorded administrative marking.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 5
China

5 January 1901
December 1900
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Patriotic or printed stationery from the French forces in China is not often encountered. The inscription "Corps

Expeditionnaire du Petchili" refers to North Chihli Province, including the area around Tientsin and Peking where
the Boxer forces provided the greatest threat.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 6
China 1 December 1900

10 December 1900
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Field post office #6 operated at Shanhaikwan from October 1900 to July 1901.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 7
China

7 June 1901
5 December 1901
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Field post office #7 operated at Tongku only from April to December 1901. Note souvenir card on which sender

placed stamps of the different national contingents and had them cancelled at the respective post offices before
mailing,



Pekin

FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
China 2 January 1901
> Tien-tsin
e : 30 August 1904
. 21 November 1904

C‘.ﬂ—. 1

G et i

ke DE =2

"-L) pLAS ARy ";’J.
e el d e

)

G niadd e S8, =2 Sro3

Starting in July 1903, when domestic rates applied t0 military mail,
Franchise) overprints and French China stamps were valid for postage. The marking "Voie Siberie" (Siberian
Route) directed that due to shipping schedules the letter should be sent via the Trans-Siberian Railway rather than

by sea via the Suez Canal.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
China
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Tien-tsin

7 March 1903
8 May 1903
12 June 1903
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Tientsin was the base for the French Occu

through the French civil post office there --

pation Corps in China. As a result, much o
free of postage until mid-1903.

)
f the military mail went




FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Shanghai
China 14 September 1906

Pekin
14 January 1910
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Although most of the troops were based in Tientsin, "Military Correspondence” postmarks were used at the
French post offices in Shanghai (1906 to 1922) and Peking (1905 to 1915) on military mail sent at the
concessionary rate.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tien-tsin
China 27 April 1907
31 October 1908

27 November 1908
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In 1907, the use of French currency was converted over to Indochinese (100 cents

= 1 piaster). Thus, the stamps
for the French post offices in China were overprinted in the new denominations.




Tien-tsin
20 June 1908
3 August 1912

FRENCH FORCES ABROAD
China
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Mail from the outlying stations was processed through Tientsin. Above examples of imprinted envelopes and unit
cachets indicate origination at Tongku and Shanhaikwan, respectively.



