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France, along with seven other Great Powers, responded to the Boxer uprising and siege of the legations in Peking
Tench troops sent to North China were stationed in Indochina and

by sending an expeditionary corps. The first F

h field post system was not established until October, mail sent in

arrived at Taku on 14 July 1900. As the Frenc
the interim period is considered as forerunners. It may be unpostmarked or bear transit markings.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Corr. d. Armees/Shang-hai
China 6 February 1901

29 May 1901
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Shanghai, geographically and politically far removed from the turmoil in North China, did not have a field post
office. However, mail sent by French soldiers and sailors was postmarked with a "Military Corresponden

ce"

postmark to indicate acceptance of free (or after mid-1903 reduced rate) letters.
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29 July 1901

Se - tee A By Os.
AON PUSP: fy

ne W) VAN WoC mESyatGs ee sus se sy pon. ead> (SP ICARTE POSTLE|: SS ah FS SRE bod ges
} M yer ces tas Wh tS:
UPR Coupe exhidiKouaddine da Cael
E vere ¢ . eh sys WY AT: Wie . 7 N % Ow

’ Be OS. Myre

Ee ‘

i:

tea

— Top Eao

The military free frank (for postcards and letters up to 15 grams addressed to France or its colonies) was extendedto the Corps Expeditionnaire de Chine on 24 July 1900. This concession also applied to sailors on naval vesselsin Far East waters. Above items originated from the Cruiser Friant -- datelined Taku in the case of the postcardand Fusan, Korea on the flap of the cover.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 1
15 March 1901

China 18 June 1901
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Field post office #1 operated in Peking from November 1900 to May 1902. The military free frank (for postcards
and letters up to 15 grams addressed to France or its colonies) was extended to the Corps Expedit

ionnaire de

Chine on 24 July 1900. However, registered letters required payment of postage at 15 c. plus 25 c. registration
fee. Soldier's letters weighing over 15 grams were required to be franked with 15 c. in stamps.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD 
Tresor et Postes 2China

23 December 1900

4 June 1901

Field post office #2 operated in Paotingfu from October 1900 to 1901. Significant Boxer activity continuedaround Paotingfu longer than in other parts of North China, resulting in expeditions by a Franco-Italian force inOctober 1900 and a Franco-Chinese force in May 1901.



FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Tresor et Postes 3
2 December 1900

China 26 November 1901
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m October to December 1900. Subsequently, its postmarkField post office #3 operated at Yangtsun briefly fro
trative mark in the military section of the French post office

was used, without the date in the center, as an adminis
in Shanghai.
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900 May 1902. Cover addressed to Tokyo was not
t postage due was not charged by the Japanese postal
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French troops remaining in China after the peace protocol of 7 September 1901 became the "Corps d'Occupation

de Chine.” They continued to enjoy the free frank of the Corps Expeditionnaire until 1 July 1903, at which time

domestic French rates applied. The official closing date for T&P 5 was 16 May 1902 but, as shown above, the

post office continued to use the field post marking after that date. Lower cover shows the postmark, without date,

used as a hitherto unrecorded administrative marking.
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Tresor et Postes 5China
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December 1900
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Patriotic or printed Stationery from the French forces in China is not
Expeditionnaire du Petchili" refers to North Chihli Province,
the Boxer forces provided the greatest threat.

often encountered. The inscription “Corps
including the area around Tientsin and Peking where
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Field post office #6 operated at Shanhaikwan from October 1900 to July 1901.



Field post office #7 operated at Tongku only from April to December 1901. Note souvenir card on which sender
placed stamps of the different national contingents and had them cancelled at the respective post offices before
mailing.



te DE on
wu Se

a
®: AGE SoG PES .

me . — e
Tae ene rd al

Pekin

2 January 1901

Tien-tsin

30 August 1904

21 November 1904
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FRENCH FORCES ABROAD Shanghai
China 14 September 1906

Pekin

14 January 1910
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Although most of the troops were based in Tientsin, “Military Correspondence" postmarks were used at the
French post offices in Shanghai (1906 to 1922) and Peking (1905 to 1915) on military mail sent at the

concessionary rate.
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31 October 1908
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In 1907, the use of French currency was converted over to Indochinese (100 cents = 1 piaster). Thus, the stampsfor the French post offices in China were Overprinted in the new denominations.



Tien-tsin

20 June 1908

3 August 1912
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Mail from the outlying stations was processed through Tientsin. Above examples of imprinted envelopes and unit

cachets indicate origination at Tongku and Shanhaikwan, respectively.


