Skopie - Sofia TPO
15 April 1942
Bitolia - Sofia TPO

WORLD WAR II
Occupation of Jugoslavia
Iway Post Offices

Rai

5 March 1944
- Skopie TPO
16 February 1942
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Traveling post offices operated on a number of routes along the Macedonian railway lines. Examples are scarce.



WORLD WAR II

Belgrade
Occupation of Jugoslavia 8 May 1942
Official Mail from Belgrade
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Bulgarian forces did not occupy Serbia proper during WWII, but had a liaison office in Belgrade. This cover has
a comner card of the "Royal Bulgarian Liaison Officer with the (German) Commanding General in Serbia.”



WORLD WARII
Occupation of Greece

The Axis campaign in the Balkans of April 1941 included Greece as well as Jugoslavia. The Bulgarians were
rewarded with most of Southern Macedonia and Western Thrace, where its army began the occupation on 18
April. By the second half of May, its administrators and functionaries had restored postal communications using
Bulgarian postal paper and postmarks. Here, too, the occupation proved temporary, and the old 1919 borders
were restored after the end of the war.

, . Field Post Office
20 May 1941
: 15 July 1941

Above examples of military mail sent through the Bulgarian field post system, with both postmarks inscribed
"Kingdom of Bulgaria/Military Postal Station," but one with a date and the other a generic type with the Lion
emblem in the center. Unlike most other WWII military services, most Bulgarian cancels of this type did not
include an APO number, so cannot be identified as to location. However, the above use of captured Greek

military stationery is evidence as t0 the general area.



WORLD WAR IT Bouk Gare
Occupation of Greece 9 December 1943

Chaptchi
19 June 1943
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Greek territories are
the Bouk railway
station and that for
Chaptchi, the latter
shown here on a
parcel post form. In
this particular case,
only this one entire
has been recorded,
in addition to two
examples known on
piece.
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WORLD WARII Dede-Aghatche
9 July 1942
.8 July 1943

Dede-Aghatche
(now Alexan-
droupolis) is a
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WORLD WAR IT Demir Hissar
Occupation of Greece 30 September 1941

Demir Hissar - Sofia TPO
8 June 1942
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Demir Hissar (now known as Sidhirokastron) is in Greek Macedonia, northwest of Seres. Note TPO cancel.



WORLD WAR II Drama
Occupation of Greece 2 July 1942
3 December 1942

Drama is a
large town in
the Greek part
of Macedonia.
Its cds is shown
used on an
official cover
and on a parcel
form.



WORLD WAR II Gumurdjina
3 June 1941

Occupation of Greece
August 1941

T e e

‘r;Exaérm “Adedgoi

A RV 3
TEQP. I. ANASTASIAAHE . (’ﬁgx’g’%ﬁ{%\ s i
—] AIRKATrOPOE: |— ,;Tfé/*‘\\” \?:;‘ B
THAE®QNON 3-95 fa 1 \‘
KOMOTHNH %%

—_——

Gumurdjina (today Komotini) is a key town on the main highway through Western Thrace. These examples of
military mail from there show two types of Bulgarian field post cancels, the latter with number "0032" inserted.



WORLD WARII Gumurdjina
17 September 1943

Occupation of Greece
T i v g 3 24 August 1944
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Gumurdjina postmark
shown here on a parcel |
post address form and a .
registered cover to the
"Bulgarian Speaker" on

the Radio Danube in '
Vienna.
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WORLD WAR II Kavala
Occupation of Greece 5 July 1943

30 November 1943
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Kavala, another Aegean
port in Western Thrace,
used the usual bilingual
Cyrillic-French cancel.
Shown here on a parcel
post address form and a
registered cover.




Krastopol
2 June 1943

WORLD WAR II
Occupation of Greece

Ksanti
10 August 1943
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Registered cover from Ksanti (today Xanthi) has receiving mark of Sofia on 12 August 1943.



WORLD WARII - Ksanti
Occupation of Greece 17 June 1941
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Souvenir registered cover from APO 0045 in Ksanti to APO 0012 in Sofia. It has an unusual square boxed
marking that was prepared by the Ksanti postal employees and is inscribed "Kingdom of Bulgaria/1941/White
Thrace" to commemorate the liberation. (The Bulgarians referred to the Aegean as the White Sea.) Very neatly
prepared and sent to a known philatelist (Franz See).



WORLD WARII Limen
Occupatlon of Greece 21 July 1942

Liminaria
18 January 1942
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In connection with the occupation of Westerm Thrace, the Bulgarians also took possession of the Island of Thasos.
Two post offices opened there were Limen and Liminaria, located on the north and south coasts of the island,
respectively, as can be noted on the map on the commemorative postcard.
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Momtchilgrad
4 October 1941

WORLD WAR I

Occupation of Greece
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. Pravischte
30 September 1943
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WORLD WARII Sarichaban
Occupation of Greece 17 September 1943
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Sarichaban (today known as Khrisoupolis) is a town in Western Thrace located to the east of Kavala.




WORLD WAR IT
Occupation of Greece
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Seres
23 July 1943
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Seres (now called Serrai) is located in Greek Ma

considered elusive.
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cedonia. Its postmark used during the Bulgarian occupation is



